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ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

FROM APRIL 4 TO JULY 16, 1861.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Qommodore Stringham, U. S. Navy,
to hoist his flag on bhoard the U, 8. 8. Minnesota.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 4, 1861.

Sir: You are relieved from duty as a member of the naval general
court-martial now convened in this city, and also from special duty at
Washington connected with the discipline of the service.

You will proceed to Boston, Mass., and when the U. S. steam frigate
Minnesota shall be put in commission you will hoist your flag on board
that vessel and await the further instructions of the Department.

I am, respectfully,
GrneoN WELLES.

S. H. STrRINGHAM, U. 8. Navy

Washington.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, regarding the condition
of the flagship Minnesoltu.

NAVY YARD, BoSToN, April 11, 1861,

Sir: I have to report my arrival at this place in obedience to your
order of the 4th instant. 1 find the ship in a rapid state of forwardness.
Captain Hudson is driving as fast as possible, with every probability of
having her ready for her officers and crew in about {ifteen days.

I shall leave again for Brooklyn this afternoon to complete my neces-
sary arrangements for sea, but shall return in a week to remain until
the ship sails,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
8. L. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Oflicer, U. N. Navy.
Llon. GipEON WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, 1. (.

Order of the Secretary of the Nary to Flag-Officer Stringham, U'. 8, Navy,
to proceed to Hampton Roadas, Va.

Confldential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 22, 1861,
Sie: Thae oxigeney of the times and recent dovelopments render it
necessary that there should e n change from the arrangement as under-
stood in regard to your service at the time you left Washington. 1t
617
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will therefore be necessary that you proceed immediately to the mouth
of Hampton Roads with the Minnesota, to protect our commerce, sup-
press piratical or illegal demonsatrations, and guard the public interests
in that quarter.

As the mails and telegraph are interrupted, I send you these brief
and general instructions by special messenger, who will deposit this
letter in the New York post-oftice, or some other oftice beyond the point
of interruption. 1 shall endeavor to send you more full instructions
before your departure, but I would not have you delay sailing one
moment atter you can get underway for further orders. Details and
special instructions can be communicated to you after your arrival at
Hampton Roads, where your presence and that of your ship are required
with all possible dispateh.

You will have seen the two proclamations of the President, one of
the [16th|* and the other of the [19th]t instant, and are generally
advised of the unhappy condition of aftairs. Since these proclamations
were issued, there have been hostile and insurrectionary movements in
and near the waters of the Chesapeake of a threatening character. It
is reported that persons without authority have armed vessels under
their command, with which they are harassing our commerce and com-
mitting other outrages, which you will take measures to prevent, cap-
turing these violators of the public peace, and other'wise proceeding to
viundicate the authority ot the Government and the flag.

I am, sir, respectfully, ete.,
GIpEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
Commodore 8. IT, STRINGUAM,
Steamer Minnesota, Boston,

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U, S, Navy, regarvding the condition
of the U, S. S, Miunesota.

BosTon, April 24, 1861.
Sie: I have the honor to inform you that 1 have this day, by publi-
eation, directed the ofticers of the Minnesota to report forthwith,
The ship, 1 think, will not he able to sail in less than twolve days,
Respecttully, your obedient servant,
S, H. STRINGIAM,
Flay-Oicer,
Hon. GibroN WELLES.

Eeport or PFlag-Officer Styingham, U, S, Navy, acknowtedging receipt
ol ingtructions,
BosToN, April 26, 1861,
Sir: Your letter of instruetions, bearing date April 22, is received,
I shall have the ship ready as soon as possible, and carry out your instrue.
tious of that date fully.
Resjuectflly, your obedient servant,
8., H. BTRINGITAM,
Flay- Oflicer.
Hon, G1vroN WERLLEK, Recretary of Nary.

*Dec)uring innarrection to sxist,
t Deglaring blockade of the porta of the sever States 1o lusurrootion,
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Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U, S. Navy, regarding preparation
of ressels at Boston.

Bosron, AApril 30, 1861.
Sir: I have no doubt the Department is very anxious about the
speedy departure of the Minnerota and other vessels here. I can assure
the Department everything is being done that can be to hasten the
departure of’ all the vessels. Men are working day and night and no
cessation on Sunday. The Minnesota isin rapid state of progress, This
ship will be ready for her crew by Tharsday. If possible we shall sail
on Saturday, [I] think by Monday at furthest. May 1 ask the Depari-
ment to furnish me with a list of the vessels that will be ordered to
report to me as attached to my command?
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S, T STRINGHAM,
Flay-Officer,
Hon. GInEoN WELLES,
Sevretary of Navy.

Instructions of the Seeretary of the Navy to Flag-Oglicer Stringham, U, S,
Nuey, appointed to command the hockading squadron, in regard to the
institution of" the blockade of Svuthern ports,

NAVY Drravryent, May 1, 1861,

Sir: You have been previously instructed to proceed to Boston, and
when the U, 8. steam frigate Minncsota should be put in commission to
hoist your flag on board that vessel. .

Tho President has fonnd it necessary to issne proclamations closing
the ports of those States which are resisting the laws of the Iederal
Government, and you have been selected to tako command of the
syuadron that will earry into effect the proelamations at all the ports
from the capes ot the Chesapeako to the southern extremity of IFlorida
and Koy West, including the ports, vivers, and inlets ot Chesapeako Bay.

Copics of the proclamation of the President issued on the 19th of
April are herewith transmitted, togother with instructions from the
Department in relation to the blockade, A subsequent proclamation
extends tho blockade to the ports of Virginin and North Gurolina,

Tho moment the Minnesota is ready for sea, youwill proceed with hor
with all dispateh to Hampton Roads, at which poing other steamers nnd
vessels will ba direeted to vendezvous as they shall be fitted and
equipped for gervice, for the purpose of receiving your spocille instroe.
tions to establish and enrry into effeet thoe blockade, which musu be
striet and absolute,

The mors immedinte and effectual the blockado is instituted, the
more speedy and advantageous will bo its results, There is ahoady o
considerable naval forco at Hampton Rowdsy waiting: your orders us to
their destination and servieo,

Instrucetions more full and moro in detedl will be forwarded to you on
yvour arrival in the Chesaponke, and your proximity to the seat of' Gov-
crnment will makes communiention with you onsy.,

Parfodien] supplios of conl and previslons will o forwarded to you
and to the foreo hefore the dilferent. norts,
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Before sailing from Ioston you will have transmitted to the Depart.
ment a complete muster roll of the crew of the Minnesuta and a sepa.
rate list of her officers,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(INEON WELLES,

Flag-Officer 83, 1I, STRINGIIAM,

Appointed to Command Blockading Syuadron, Boston, Maxss,

[ En¢loaurea.]

Dy the President of the U'niled States of .Imerica.-—DPreolamations,

Whereas an insurrection against the Government of the nited
States has broken out in the Ntates of South Carolina, (Georgia, Ala.
bama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, nnd the laws of the
United States for the collection of the revenue ean not be eitectnally
executed therein, conformably to that provision of the Constitution
which requires duties to be uniform thronghout the United States; nnd

Whereas a combination of persons engaged in such insurrection has
threatened to grant pretended lefters of marque to authorize the
bearers thereof to commit assaults on the lives, vessels, and property
of good citizens of the country lnwfully engaged in commerce on the
high seas and in wators of the United States; and

Whereas an Fxecutive proclamation has beon already issued requir-
ing the persons engayzed in these disorderly proceedings to desist there-
from, calling out o militia force for the purpore of repressing the same
and convening Congress in extrsordinary seasion to deliberate aud
determine thereon;

Now, therefore, 1, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States,
with a view to tho same purposes before mentioned, and to the protec.
tion of the public peace and the lives and property of quiet and orderly
citizens pursuing their Inwful occeupations until Gongress shall have
assembled and deliberated on the sald unlawful procoedings, or until
the same shall have ceased, have further deemed it advisable to sot on
foot. & blockade of the ports within the SBtites aforesaid, in purauance
of the lawx of the [nited States and of the law of nations-in sueh case
provided, For this purpose s competent, foreo will be posted o aw o
prevent entranee and exit ol vewnels from the ports aforesalid, If)
tharefore, with n view {o violute such blockade o vessal shall approach
or shall attempt to lenve either of the sald ports, she will he duly
warned by the commander of one of the blockading vessels, who will
endorse on her rogister the fiuet and date of such warning, and if' the
gamo vesgel shall again attempt (o entor or lenve the bleskaded port.
she will be enpturcd and sent to the nenrest convendent port for kueh
proceedings againat hor and her cargo ns prize as mny bo deemaed
sdvirnblo,

Amd T hereby proclaim and doelare that if uny porson, under the
pretended anthority of the said Htates, or under any other protonse,
shall molest o vossel of the United Htul(m, or tho persons or onrgo on
bogrd of her, such perron shall ho held amoennble to tho luws of the
United States for the pravention nnd punishment of plracy,

In witness whereof | have horounto ret. my hand and onused the weal
of the United Statoa to he aflixed,

Done at the eity of Washington this 19h day of Aprily A, D, 1861,
aad of the Independence of the Tnited Ntntes the cighty-0th,

&r.. G ANRAHAM LINCOLN,

'y the President.:
WiLLIAM 11, BEwARD, Heeratary of Niate,
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Whereas, for reasons assigned in my proclamation of the 19th
instant, a blockade of the ports of the States of South Carolina, Geor-
gin, Florida, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas was ordererd
to be established; and, whereas, since that date public property of the
United States has been seized, the collection of the rovenue obstructed,
and duly commissioned ofticers of the United Stutes, while engaged in
executing the orders of their superiors, have been arrested and held in
custody as prisoners, or have becn impeded in the discharge of their
official duties without due legal process by persons claiming to act
under authority of the States of Virginia and North Carolina, an offi-
cient. blockade of the ports of those States will therefors also bo estab-
lished,

In witness whereof I have hercunto sct my hand and caused the seal
of the United States to be aflixed,

Done at the city of Washington this 27th day of April, A. D. 1861,
and of the Independence of the United States the cighty-tifth.

L. 8. ABRAHAM LINCOLN,
}y the President:
WiLLiAam H., SEWARD, Seeretary of Stale,

Order of the Neeretary of the Nary to Flag- Oflicer Stringham, U'. 8. Navy,
appointed to command the blockading squadron, to hoist his flag at the
Jore-masthead.

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, May 1, 1861,

Sir: Having been over fifty years in the service, and nearly twenty
an o captain, you will hoist your tlag at the fore instead of at the mizzen
of the Minnesota,

The Department. in this instance suspends its genoral order of May
18, 18068, on the ground of your having reon nearly tho requisite service
as v eaptain in the Navy, and as an honor to the commander of the
Const Blockading Squadron,

I am, respeettully, cte.,
G1blON WELLES,

Flug-OMeor 8, H, SrriNanas, U S Navy,

Boston,

Instruedtons of the Seevetary of the Navy (o Flag-Oficer Stringham, U, S,
Nevy, appointed to command the Coaxt Blockading Souadron, yeqarding
tho blockade of Southern ports,

Confldontial.| NAVY DErArrMENT, Hay 1, 1861,

S The Prosident, by proclamation of 10th Aprily 1861, ordered o
blockido of the ports within the Htates of South Carvoling, Georgis,
Alubama, lorida, Misstssippl, Louisinnn, nnd Texas; and i)y n anl:-
plunmnmi proclomation of the 27th April, 1861, ho extends the bleck-
ado 80 as to includo tho ports of \'lrglnin nm‘ North Carolina, 1In
pursuanes of tho lnws of the United States and of the law ot nutions,
in such enses provided, it becomes necessary that . compotent foree he
posted 8o ns to provent the ontrance amd exit of veasels from (he ports
nforenadd,
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With this view you will establish and onforce a blockade at each and
all of the ports in the States enumerated east of Key West, and a sufii.
cient disposable force will be placed under the commnnd of yourself
that you may carry these orders into effect. On you will devolve the
duty of blockading all the ports cast of Key West.

You will duly notify neutrals of the declaration of blockade, and
give to it all the publicity in your power. The blockade must be strict
and aubsolute, and only public armed vessels of foreign powers should
be permitted to enter the ports which are placed in o state of blockude.
To neutral or foreign vessels that are alrcady in the ports, you will
allow a reasonable number of days to leave them. The country relies
upon your command, with the squadron of the Gulf, to make this
blockade effectual, so as to close all the ports of the States above
named, protect our commerce from the depredations of privateers, and
contribute by your activity an' vigilance to the speedy suppression of
the insurrectionary movemenu, and the adjustment of the presecnt
unhappy difticulties. '

It will not be improper to stato te: you that a lawful maritime block-
ade requires tho actual presonce of an adequate forcoe stationed at the
entrance of tho port sufticiently near to prevent communication. The
only exception to this rule which requires the actuul presence of an
adequate torce to constituto o lawful blockude arises out of the circum-
stance of tho occasional temporary absence of the blockading squad.
ron, produced by nccident, as in the case of a storm, which does not
suspeud the legul operation of n blockade, The law considers un
attempt to take advantage of such an acecidental removal a fraudulent
attompt to break tho blockade,

You will permit no neutral or foreign vessel procecding toward the
entrance ot n blockaded port to be captured or detained it sho shall
not have previously received from one of the blockading squadron a
special notification of tho existence of' the blockade, This notification
must be insertod in writing on the muster roll of the neutral vessel by
the cruiser which meets her; and it should contain the announcement,
togother with statements of the day and the latitude in which it was
made.

The United States have at all times maintained these prineiples on
the subject of blockade, and you will take caro not to attempt tho
application of penalties for o breach of blockadae exeopt in enses whers
your right is justified by these ruiles,

I am, sir, vory respeetfully, your obedient servant,
G. WELLEN,
Seeretary Nary.
Flag-OfMcer S, 11, STRINGUAM,
Commanding Coust Blockading Squadron,

Letter from Flag-Oficer Stringham, . S. Nary, appointed to command
the Count Blockading Squeadron, to the Seervetary of the Navy, request-
ing instructions regarding persons seeliing protection of the United States
HAay.

Bosron, May 3, 1861,
Snt: I have the honor to address you, to ask if the Department. has
any further instructions to give mo in reference to tho-important inter-
ests and duties whieh will davolve upon mo to protect and pertorm, and

I venture most respecttully to eall the atteution of the Department to

one particular subject which 1 think must and will arise, and upon
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which I shall no doubt carly in my official position be called upon to
decide and act. [ refer to appeals which may be made to me by per-
gons in the revolted States, perhaps clzewhere, for that protection and
shelter which the American tlag and those having it in charge always
have afforded (as I trust it always will) to all claiming its shelter and
protection. I respectfully call the attention of the Department to
this important subject.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S, H. STRINGHAM,
Flug-Officer.
Hon. GIbEON WELLES,
Sevretary of' Nary

Further instructions of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer String-
ham, U, S, Navy, appointed to command the Coast Blockading Squad-
ron, regarding the institution of blockade.

Confidential. | NAvY DEPARTMENT, May 4, 1861,

Sir: You received general instructions from the Department, under
date of the 1sl of May, for earrying into ettect tho blockade which the
President has ordered, and which is the immediate and special object
of your command. It was stated in those instructions that you would
allow to neutral vessels in port a reasonable number of days to depart
after the blockade should be established. 1'he Department would in
every instance allow at least fifteen days for vessels to depart, with or
without cargo, after the blockado is set with o suflicient force. Notice
should be given by such extended publicity as you can command at
cach and overy port as soon as the blockade is established.

Commodore Pondergragt will inform you of thoe condition of aftairs
and orders received, Ho will also assist with the Cumberland in enfore-
ing tho blockade for the present.

1 need not enjoin vigilance and promptness to provent privateering
and depredations; but I send herewith copies and extraets of letters
received at the Department touching the movemonts on toot at
Savannah,

[t was tho intention of the Departmeut to have had the Niegara sta-
tioned at Savannuh, but the intelligence recoived this morning induces
i necessity that she should go into the Gulf to intereept the vessels
carrying arms to New Orleans and Mobile,

I'hore are several vessels in tho waters of the Ghesapenke to aid you,
and others which are hoing cquipped will soon arrive out and report.
The names, ofllcers, crows, nmll armaments of theso vossels are not yot.
reported in full to the Departmeont, in consequence of the haste and
activity necessary to got tham nHoat at the earliest moment.

Some of the vessels ean, it i8 belioved, aid in blockading the Missis-
sippi and Mobile.  But much must be committed to your judgment nand
discretion,

Commodore Mervine will shortly proceed to the Gulf with thoe Missis-
sippi, gnd other vessels will bo speedily dispatched to reenforce the
hlockaﬁing squadron and close Galveston and other ports.

I am, sir, respecttully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Necretary Navy,
Flag-Officer S, H. STRINGHAM,
Uommanding Blookading Squadron,



624 ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Keport of Flay-Officer Stringham, U, S. Navy, commanding Coast Block-
ading Squadron, of the hoisting of his flag on the U. S. 8. Minnesota.

BosrToN, MAss,, May 4, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have this duy
hoisted my flag on board thoe U. S. steam frigate Minnesota. I shall
proceed to sea the moment Captain Van Brunt reports the ship as
readly. I most respectfully inform the Department that the paymaster
is entirely without funds to make any advaunces. The ofticers have
contracted some necessary debts for stores, etc., and to go to sea with-
out being able to liquidate these debts will be most embarrassing. |
respectiully suggest that the Department by telegraph authorize the
navy agent here to supply the ship with funds.

Respecttully, your obedient servant,
8. H. STRINGHAM,
Flug-Officer.
Hou, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy,

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U, 8. Navy, commanding Coast Block-
ading Squadron, acknowledging the honor conferred by the Department.

U, 8, SrEAM IFFRIGATE MINNESOTA,
Boston, May 6, 1861.

S1R: I respectfully acknowledge the receipt of your esteemed favor,
under date Navy Department, May 1, 1861, in which you inform me the
Department has been pleased in my case ¢ to suspend its geuneral order
of May 18, 1858.”

The flattering terms cortained in your communication ordering me
to hoist my flag at the fore insteid of at the mizzen of the Minnesotu,
where I had placed it, can only be returned by the assurance that |
will endeavor to merit the high honor conterred, both by this mark of
the confldence of the Department and the much greater one in being
appointed at this importunt time and in our country’s hour of' trinl as
scommander of the Coast. Blockading Squadron,”

Respeetfully, your obedient servant,
8. H. STRINGHAM,
Flay-Oflicer,
Bon. GibEON WELLEY,
Seoretary of Navy.

Ingtructions of the Necretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham,
U.S. Nary, commanding Coast Blockading Squadron, regarding the
protection of American interests and citizens.

Confidential.) NAVY DEPARTMENT, May Gy 1861.
S1R: Yours of the 3d instant is received, Further instructions in
relation to the blockade were sent to Old Point on the 4th instant,
which you will have received on your arrival. Cowmmodore Pender-
grast will advise you of the steps he has taken. There will for a time
be some irregularity in regard to the vessels composing the blockading
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squadron, from the hasty manner in which the vessels and officers have
heen collected and equipped. This you will soon regulate after they
shall bave reported to you.

In addition to the instructions enjoining a vigilant guardianship of
American interests, you will not fail, when invoked, to interpose the
authority with which you are invested for the protection of those who
claim shelter under the American iag. Let the emblem of our nation-
ality, which you and our tars have supported with honor in every land,
aflord security to American citizens wherever they ask for its aid or
seek its protection.

I am, sir, respectfully, your vbedient servant,
GIDEON WELLKS,
Secretary Navy.
Ilag-Ofticer 8. 1, STRINGHAM,
Commanding Blockading Squadron.

P, 8.—On the 2d instant the Niagara was ordered to proceed to
Oharleston and institute a rigid blockade. The day on which she sailed
information was communicated to the Department of & large shipment
of arms from England and Belgium to New Orleans, rendering it nec-
essary that the Niagara should be detached from the Oharleston block-
ade and proceed at once to the Gulf. You will find it necessary, there-
fore, to place a force before Oharleston at the earliest possible moment
Lo enforce the blockade,

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8, Navy, commanding Coust
Blockading Squwdron, acknowledging Department's instructions.

U. 8. STEAM FRIGATE MINNESOTA,
Bogton, May 7, 1801.

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the rcceipt of orders dated
Navy Department, May 1, 1801; also instructions in regard to block-
ading, bearing same date; also flve coples of & proclamation by the
President of the United States of Americn, datod Washington, April
19, 1861, declaring blockade of the Stutes of Bouth Oarolina, Georgia,
Alabama, IPlorida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Toxas.

Respeetfully, your obedient servant,
8. 1. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Oficor.
Houn. GiproN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U, 8. Navy, commanding- Coast
Blockading Squadron, of the departure from Boston navy yard of the
U. 8. 5. Minncesola,

U. 8. STEAM I'RIGATE MINNESOTA,
Boston Harbor, May 8, 1861,

Sir: T have the honor to inform the Department that we left the
whart at the navy yard at about half past 8 o’clockt his morning and
are now leaving the harbor, I shall proceed to obey your iustructions,

N W R—voL 0—-40
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I am sorry to inform the Department that the ship sailed short of offi-
cers, in the absence of the captain of the marine guard, detached by
your orders, received only the day before sailing, and that we are fur-
ther short of 4 passed asgistunt surgeon, whom we need very much,
because the fleet surgeon has always been sick at sea for the past ten
years, and I fear it may be}the] case now.. The asgistant surgeon has
never been to sea before. 1 hope these important officers may be pro-
vided at the earliest convenience.
Respecttully, your obedient servant,
3. H. STRINGHAM,
Flay-Officer.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Instructions from the Scorvetary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham,
U. S. Navy, commanding Coast Blockading Squadron, regarding
the blockade of Qharleston, S. C.

Confidential. NAvYy DEPARTMENT, May 8, 1861.

SIR: You were informed by letter on the 0th instant that Captain
McKean with the Niagara had been ordered to proceed to the Gulf,
and, in (aOllschenca of this, the port of Charleston would be relieved
of the rigid blockade which it is a primary object. to carry into full
effect. The [lurrict Lane bLeing no longer necessary ou the upper
waters of the Chesapeake has been ordered to Hampton Roads to report
to you for orders. You can, if you choose, direct that she perform
blockade services hefore Charleston, or order her on other duty, ns
she has been placed by the Seerotary of thoe Treasury at the disposal
of the Navy Department,

It is the wish of the Department that the vessels composing the
blockading squadron under your command should bestationed to duty
at the different ports by yourself, and that you report to the Depart-
ment in regard to them respectively, and from time totime, as you have
facts or information concerning ench,

It has been already stated that reasonable time should be allowed
nentral vessols to leave ports after blockade commences, at least fifteen
days, and you will notify the blockuading squadron in every instance to
this effect. There are rumors of privatecrs abroad, and fitting out.
Whatever truth there may be in these rumors, it is essential thoero
should be promptness and vigilanco, not only in rigidly enforcing
the blockade, but in capturing every piratical vossel or privateor on
our coast. ‘I'hevesselsof the Navy, and those chartered and purchaxsed
for the emergency, destined for the coast blockude, will Lo .ent to you
from time to time as they are equipped and manned.

Should you order the IHarriet Lane to Charleston, please forward any
dispatches you wmay have, or that are on board the Oumberland, to
Oaptain McKean, of the Niegara, who it is supposed is still bofore
Charleston.

I am, sir, respectfully, ote.,
GinsoN WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
Flag-Officer 8. H. STRINGHAM,
Uommanding Blockading Squadron.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to commandant navy yard, New York,
regarding U. 8. vessels Perry and Dawon,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 9, 1861,

Sir: The moment the brig lerry or the steamer Dawn are ready for
sei, you will direct them to proceed to Hampton Roads, Virginia, and
report to Flag-Officer Stringham, or the senior commanding ofticer
present, for service in the blockading squadron.

Before sailing you will have muster rolls of these vessels transmitted
to the Department.

I am, respectfully, your obediont servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Commodore S. L. BREESE,

Commundant Navy Yard, New York,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oaptain Faunce, U, S. Rerenue
Marine, regarding U, 8. S, Harriet Lane.

Confidential. ] NAvVY DEPARTMENT, May 10, 1861.

S1r: You will proceed to Hampton Roads, and report to IFlag-Officer
Stringham, of the Coust Blockading Squadren, who is or will soon be
there, and report for such duty as he may order,

I am, sir, respectfully, ete.,
GIDEON WELLES,
Neerctary of the Navy.
Captain JNo, FAUNCE,
Commanding Steamer Harriet Lane.

Order of the Secretavy of the Navy to Flag-Oflicer Stringham, U. S. Navy,
commanding Coast Blockading Squadron, regarding fumilies of refugees,

NAvy DErArTMENT, May 11, 1861,
Sir: I send hovewith a copy of thoe petition of sundry refugees from
Nortolk to the President, asking o safe conveyance of their families to
New York., Itis tho wish of the President thut you extend such aid,
in furtheranco of their request, to their unfortunato families, ay in your
judgment the cireumstances require,
1 am, very respectfully, your obedient. servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Seeretary Navy,
Flag-Ofticer 8, 11, 8TRINGIIAM,
Commanding Blockading Squadron,

{Enclosure. ]

BROOKLYN NAVY YARD, May 7, 181,

Sir: We, tho undersigned citizens of the United States of Americy,
having been compelled to flce the State of Virginia because of our loy-
alty to our flag and our country, are under the necessity ot applying to
you for protection for our tamilies (who being still in Virginia are
exposed to the power of our encmies) and assistance in bringing them -
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hither, We believe we claim only that which the American Govern.
ment owes to each and every one of its subjects. Our families being
in Norfolk and Portsmouth, we would suggest that instructions be
given to the commander of Fortress Mouroe or of the ship Oumberland
to take such steps as are necessary to secure them a safe conveyauce
to Old Point and thence to New York.
Your complinnce with our request will ever be remembered with
gratitude by your humble and obedient servants,
JAMES HEPENSTALL.
WiILLIAM H. LEwis,
ROBERT 8, GILL.
THoMAS NELSON.
| Aud others.]
His Excellency ABRANAM LINOOLN,
President of the United States of America,

Order of commandant navy yard, New York, to Liextenant Parroll,
/. 8. Navy, commanding U, S, brig Perry, to report for duty in Hamp-
ton Rouds, Virginia.

Navy Yarp, Nuw YoRrk, May 11, 1861.
SiR: You will, without delay, proceed with the U. 8. brig Perry,
under your command, to Hampton Roads, Virginia, and report to I"lag-
Ofticer Stringham, or the senior commanding oficer present, for service
in the blockading squadron.
Beforo sailing you will transmit to tha Department (through this
office) a muster roll of your officers and crew.
Enclosed is a copy of an order from the Department, under date of
the 27th ultimo, the receipt of which you will please acknowledge.
Yery respectfully, your obedient scrvant,
SAMUEL L. BrREESE,
Commandant,
Lioutenant Commanding Ii, G, PArrory,
U. N, Brig Perry, New York,

Report of commandant navy yard, New York, of the departure of the
U. 5. 8. Dawn for Saeannah River,

NAvy Yarn, Nuw York, May 11, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the steamer
Daion, Commander Chandlor, sailed at b5 o’clock this morning, directed
to the Savannah River.

By the Huntsrille, which leaves this morning for Oharleston, I have
sent orders to Commander Chandler (iff he should be fallen in with) to
proceed to Iampton Roads, as directed in the Department’s order of
the Oth instant.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAML. ., BREESE,

Jommandant,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington,
P. S.—The muster roll of the Dawnr is herewith forwarded.
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Report of Captain McKean, U. 8. Nary, commanding U, 8. S. Niagara,
of the capture of the ship General Parkhill,

U. 8. S. NIAGARA,
Off Charleston, May 12, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to report that I have taken as a prize and
sent to Philadelphia, in charge of Midshipwman Schley, the ship General
Parkhill, of Charleston, from Liverpool, bound to Oharleston. After
being boarded by Lieutenant Potter, of this ship, informed of the
blockade, and warned oft the whole Southern coast, she edged in with
signals flying in communication with the shore. The carpenter of the
(leneral Parkhill, J. G, Rose, states that after leaving Liverpool, she
hoisted the Palmetto flag.

There i8 a letter on board from the owner or consignee in Charleston,
directing the eaptain of the ship to procure a Palmetto flag in England,
as the state of aftairs here was such that it would be essential in enter-
ing port, as without it she would be fired into. There were two South
Carolina flags on board.

As the crew of the Niagara is short of her ecomplement, 178 men,
and is now necessarily reduced ten more to man the prize, I beg that
Mr. Schley and the men sent may be returned immediately with an
additional number of men if possible. Our supply of coal is sufticient
for ten days more only, aud without coal this ship would be worse than
uscless here,

We have been busily engaged since our arrival, and have boarded
and warned off eight vessels in the course of the two nights and a day
that have elapsed.

Yesterday two armed steamers, accompanied as far as tho bar by some
thirty or forty large launches filled with men, made a demonstration in
tho direction of the Niagara, but before she could be brought sufliciently
near for her guns to reach them they recrossed the bur. 1 have evory
reason to believe that, an attuck will bo made upon this ship.

I have the honor to be, ete,,
W, W, MoKraAnN,
Ouptain,
ITon. GinEoN WELLES, ote.

I’, S.-—I have written in haste as soveral steamers appear to he com.
ing ont, having a bark and large schooner in tow, and I wish to run in
as close as possible,  Armed steamers ara constantly passing up and
down the coast, but too ¢lose in to bo reached by this ship, Steamors
of light dratt of water are essential to enforee the blockade,

Report of Flag-Oflicer Stringham, U, S. Navy, commanding ('oast
Blockading Squadron, of arrvival off Fortress Monroe, V.

U. 8, STEAM IFRIGATE MINNEROTA,
I'ortress Monroe, May 13, 1861—10 o'clock a, m,
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that we have
arrived and are now safely at anchor oft’ Fortress Monroo after a mod-
erate passuge, After consultation with I'lag-Officer Pendorgrast I will
write more tully.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. BTRINGITAM,
Flag-Ofjicer,
Hon, (:ivzoN WELLYES,
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Letter from Flay-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding Home

- Squadron, to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navny, commanding Coast
Blockading Squadron, informing him of the names of the vessels com-
posing the blockading force.

U. 8. FLAGsHTP CUMBERLAND,
Oy Fortress Monroe, Va., May 13, 1861,

S1r: I have the honor to inform you that the following ve%sols com-
pose the blockading squadron in these waters: OUumberland, steamer
Ntar [ Monticello|, Quaker City, steam tug Yankee, and stea.mer Harriet
Lane, and steam tug Young America, used as a tendel to this ship,

1 I)og also to informn you that the commandant of Fortress Monroe
and myself have agreed upon the following night signals: In caseof an
nlarm, & blue hght will be burned; in case of an attack, a rocket will
be sent, up.

The fortress fires a gun in case of an attack.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
(3. J. PENDERGRAST,
Plag-Officer, Commanding Home Squadron,

Flag-Officer SiLAs H, STRINGHAM,
Commanding U, S, Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads,

Report of Flag-Oicer Stringham, 17, 5. Navy, ('ommandnu/ Coast
Blockading Squadron, regurding proposed disposition of ressels.

U, 8. SrEAM IFRIGATE MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 11, 1861,

Si: I have the lionor to acknowledge receipt of your further instrue-
tions in reference {o blockading, bearing dates May 4, 6, and 8, 1861;
alzo your favor of May 10, cne lusmg:, tide tables of pomtson tlm( hesa-
]wako Bay and of the Potomae River,

I shall (-mpluy the steamer Dawn, commanded by Commander Wil
linm Chiandler, to aid in blockading in theso waters, and send the Har-
riel. Lane immediately to Charleston to relieve the Niugara, and when
the Massachusetts and South Carolina, now litting out at Charlestown
[ Boston | navy yard, shall arrvive here, I shall employ them south, and
think they will prove very rorviceable vesséls,

The whart at Old Point i3 in a very bad state. 1 wish arrangements
could ho made with tho Army to have it put in better condition,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. 1L STRINGITIAM,
Nenior Flag-Oflicer Blockading Squadron,
Hon. GipEoN WELLES,
Necretary of Navy,

Report or Flag-Officer a"s'hm(/hmn, U. 8. Navy, commanding C(Coast
lHocl.(ulnu/ Squadron, of the capture of schooners Mary Willis, Delu-
ware Farmer, Bmily Ann, and ghip Argo,

U, 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 11, 1861,
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have this day
eaptured three schooners (londed with tobacco, from Richmond, Va,,
bound to Baltimore), under and by virtue of the proclamation of the
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President of the United States, establishing a blockade of the States
in rebellion against the Government. Their names are Mary Willis,
Delaware Farmer, and Emily Ann. I have also captured the ship Argo
bound from the same place to Bremen. Some part of her cargo is sai
to he on foreign account, but she being an American vessel, I have not
thought this sufficient to excuse her. As 1 shall have to send officers
from time to time with prizes, I should be pleased if you can supply
me with some passed midshipmen or midshipmen. The first three ves.
sels have been sent by me under charge of Lieutenant N, O. Bryant,
U. 8. Navy, to Philadelphia, and the .4rgo under charge of Midshipman
R. 8. McCook to New York.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S, H. STRINGHAM,
Senior Flay-Officer Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Neeretary of° Navy.

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding Home
Squadron, to Flag-Oflicer Stringham, U, S, Navy, commanding Coast
Blockading Squadron, naming the commanders of the blockading vessels,

U. 8. FLAGgsH1P (CUMRBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 141, 1861,
Sir: T herewith give you a list of the commanders of the vessels
comprising the hlockading squadron: Sloop Cumberlanid, Captain John
Marston; steamer Star | Monticello|, Captain Ilenry Eagle; Harriet Lane,
Oaptain John Faunce; steamer Quaker City, Acting Master Mather;
steamer Yankee, Acting Master (Germain.
Notification of a blockade was issued by me on the 30th of April,
Yery respeetfully, your obedient servant,
(1. J. PENDERGRAST,
Commanding Home Squadron,
IMlag-Officer S1LA8 I, STRINGIIAM,
Commanding U, 8. Blockading Squadron,

Report of commandant navy yard, New Vork, vegarding U, 8. brig Perry,

NAvVY YARrD, New York, May 14, 1861,
SIR: I have te report the sailing of the U, 8, brig I'erry, Lieutenant
I, G. Parrott, for the Chesapeake Bay.
Very respectfully, your obediont servant,
SAML. .. BREESE,
Jommandant,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Coust Block-
ading Squadron, regarding the scrviocs of steamer Quaker City.
U7, 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hamplon Roads, May 15, 1861,
SIR: 1 have the honor to inform the Department that the steamer

Quaker City has been doing great service up to this time gratuitously,
and will thus continue to serve up to the 25th of May. As she is of
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great service in her position at Cape Henry, pleagre iuform me on what
terms I may keep her employed. I should think from %500 to $600 per
day would be a liberal allowanca. The steamn tug you notified Flag-
Officer Pendergrast was to be sent has not arrived. I shall be grati-
fied to have her.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. . STRINGHAM,
Senior Flag-Officer Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretury of Navy,

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Coast Block.
ading Squadron, of aid afforded to captain and crew of American bark
D, C. Pearce.

U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA,

Hampton Roads, May 15, 1861,

BIr: I have the honor to inform the Department that yesterday I
received on board this ship the following persons, captain and crew of
the American bark 1), (!, Pearce ; also the daughter of the captain, viz, (),
Gale, captain; Amelia Gale; Thomas Quayle, L. Orowell, Oharles Daly,
Charles Smith, Dennis Barkous, L. Euroth, and Thomas Godfrey, crew.

Captain Gale put in here in distress with lis vessel a short time
since. His vessel, valued at $20,000, was taken from him and sunk in
the channel at Norfolk.

These persons come properly under the instructions of the Depari.
ment for protection by the American flag. They are yet on board this
ship. I shall take advantage ot the departure for Boston of the I’em-
broke, a Massachusetts steamer, to forward theso persons immediately
North, writing a letter to Governor Andrew, explaining all the circum-
stances of the case. I send copies of the original passes given these
persons by Brigadier-General Gwynn and W. W, Lamb, mayor.

HpQRS, BRIGADIER-(IENRRAT. COMMANDING FoRCKS IN NORPOLK HARBOR,
Norfolk, Va,, May 15, 181,
Permission is heraby granted (.. (iale, captain of the bark ). C. Pcarce, hin
daughter Amelia (iale, Thomas Quayle, L. Crowell, Churles Daly, Charles Smith,
Dennis Barkous, .. Furoth, and ‘I'homas Godfrey, crew of sald bark, to lenvo this
harbor, by the river or otherwine, for the Stuts of Ohio. For this purpose they will
puns the hatteries, '
b By order of Walter (iwynn, brigadier-genoral commanding foreea in Norfolk
arbor:
SaM, WarTH,
AHd-de-Camp,
Mavonw's Ovveice, Norfolk, May 13, 1811,
C. Gale, captain of the hark ). (4, Pearce, roacently takon and aunk as an obstrue-
tion to pravent ingross into this harbor, and his danghter Amelin Galo, and Thomas
'(,‘uuyl«., L. Crowsll, Churles Daly, Charles Bmith, Dennis Barkous, L, Euroth, and
homan Godfrey, erew of waid hark, wish to roturn to Ohio, and In my opinfon there
in no caune to object to thefr duing wo,
W, W. Lamn,
Mayor.
Trusting 1 have not exceeded instructions, and hoping this will mest.
the approbation of the epartment,
[ am, respecttully, your obedient, servant,
H, 11, HTRINGITAM,
Nemior Flag-Oflicer Blookading Squadron,
Hon, GipkoN WELLES,
Neoretary Nany,
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Letter from the Becretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8.
Navy, commanding Home Squadron, acknoiwcledging receipt of commu-
nication regarding batteries on York River.,

NAVY DErARTMENT, May 15, 1861,
SI1rR: Your dispateh® of the 10th instant, relative to the batteries on
York River, has been received, and will receive attention.
Two vessels have been purchased for the purpose of being used at
fTampton Roads as receiviug ships for coal.
The Department will thank you to make any suggestions relative to
fresh water for the squadron.
The steam frigate Roanoke is preparing for sea at New York, as your
flagship, and will be sent to Hampton Roads,
I am, respectfully, your obedient. servant,
GipEON WELLES,
Flag-Officer (i. J. PENDERGRAST,
Commanding Home Squadron, off Fortress Monroe, Va.

Letter from the Sccvetary of' the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8.
Navy, commanding Qoast Blockading Squadron, transmitting copy of
ingtructions regarding renewal of vath of allegiance and making acting
appointments, .

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 16, 1861.
S1r: I herewith enclose for yonur information and guidance, in cases
where thoy are applicable, a copy of instructions in relation to admin-
istering anew the oath of alleginnce, making acting appointments, ete.,
issued by the Department on the 13th instant, to the commandants of
certain navy yards,
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
G1pFON WELLES,
Flag-Ofticer 8. H, STRINGHAM,
Comdg, Coast Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia,

[Encloaire. )

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 13, 1801,

S1r: Tho following inatruetions aro issued for your gnidanco:

You will administer the oath anew to all the officers and headr of
the departments individually, and to all the employés of the Govern-
maont collectively, a8 convenient,

Chartered vessels having guns are to Lo commanded by offluers of
the Navy. The first. lioutenant will also bo an oficer of the Navy, if
possibla, or one who has gerved as such, The exigoneies of the service
may require that other appointments shall bo taken from «ivil life.

Acting masters for witch officors, assistant surgeons, and flrat, seo-
ond, and third assistant engineers will bo allowed as roguired, with
corresponding pay to those ranks In the Navy; nlso master's matos at
10 per mouth and one ration o dey.  Ooast pilots may vo employed
when necessary at from &60 to #00 por month and o raticn,

The officor of the Navy in command of such vessol may appoint a
suitable person to perform the duties of olork and neting paymaster,
who shall enter fnto bonds for 805,000, with two suretlos approved by
the U, N, distriet attornay,  The componantion of' spld olerk and noting
paymaster slll bo $1,200 por annum and ono ration,

*Huoe vol, 4, p, 81,
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All these acting appointments, excepting those who have held com-
missions in the Navy, are to be subjected to such examination as the
commandant ot the station can conveniently arrange, so that persons
not fully competent in every respect may be at once rejected.

Persons serving on board of the vessels when chartered will he
appointed to the above-mentioned places, if qualified, upon being nomi-
nated to the Departinent.

All communications should be addressed to the Secretary of the
Navy.

I am, respectfully, your obedient gervant,
(GIDEON WELLES,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Licutenant Trenchard, U, S. Navy,
commanding steamer Keystone Stale, to proceed to New York for the
cramination of' that vessel as to arailability for naval use.

NAvy DEPARTMENT, May 16, 1861,

Sir: After receiving on board the steamer IKeystone State the muni-
tions, ete., to be shipped to New York, you will proceed with her to
that port.

The Department has directed Commodore Breese to have the Keystone
State examined as to her availability for naval purposes. When the
examination is completed, you will return with her to the navy yard,
Washington, bringing such provisions, ete., as are ready to be shipned
to this point,

You will take charge of any mail or other matter now at the Wash-
ington yard intended for the squadron in Hampton Roads and deliver it,

Irlag-Officer Stringham has been directed to aid, 8¢ tfar as in his
power, sundry refugees from Norfolk in obtaining » conveyance to New
York. You will communicate with him on the subject at Hampton
Rouds and afford a passage to New York to any of the refugees that he
may direct,.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLEY.

Lieutehant S. ). 'RENCGHARD,

Commanding Nleamer Keystone State, Washington, D. .

Letter from the Seorctaryof the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy,
commanding Coaxst Blockading Syuadron, transmitting list of steamers
employed about Charleston, S. O,

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, May 16, 1861.
Sir: I horewith encloge a statement. of the number and character of
vessels suid to be employed about Charleston; also additional tidal
data of the Chesapeake Bay.
I am, respectfully, your obedient. servant,
IIDEON WELLES,
Flag-Ofticor 8. I, 8STRINGHAM,
Comdy. Bloskading Squadron, HHampton Roads, Virginia.

[ Encloaure. ]
Bosrton, May 11, 1861,

Sie: T was at Oharleston, 8, (J,, a few weeks since and ascertained
the number and kind of steamers owned and employed there, and
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thinking it might possibly be of service to the Department to know (L
have since my return been informed by a relinble party) that the fol-
lowing vessels ure now in that port:

Steawmer Nashville, about 1,600 tons, side-wheel.

Steamer Isabel; about 1,000 tons, side-wheel, strong boat.

Steamer Calaba, about 700 tous, side-wheel.

Steamer Magordon, about 700 tons, side-wheel.

Steamer Cuarolina, about 700 tous, side-wheel.

Steamer William Seabrook, about 700 tons, side-wheel.

Steamer Emma, about 360 tons, side-wheel, new boat.

Steamer Cecil, about 600 tous, side wheel.

Steamer General (lin-n, about 260 tonx, side-wheel.

Steamer Nino, about 200 tons, tugbout.

Steamer Lady Davis, about 250 tons, tugboat.

IToping the above may be of service to you, I remain, your obedient
servant,

HARRISON LORING,
Hon. GinkoN WELLES,
Seeretary U, 8. Navy, Washington, D, C.

Letter jrom Flag-Officer DPendergrast, U, S. Nawy, commanding Home
Squadron, to Licutenant-Colonel De Russy, 1. S. Army, regarding usge
of tuy.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 16, 1861.
Sir: Your communication * of this date has been received. You can
have the tug for the purposes you wish.
I will make your wish known to Flag-Officer Stringham,
Very respectfully, your obedicnt servant,
G.J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Oficery, Commanding Home Squadron,

Lientenant-Colonel D% Russy,
Corps of Iingineers, U. S, Army.

Order of the Seeretary of the Navy to Flay-Oflicer Stringham,U'. S, Navy,
changing the name of his squadron to Atlantiec Blockading Squadron,
and designating the vessels of his command,

Confidentinl. | NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 17, 1861,

Sir: The name of your squadron will be the Atlantic Blockading
Squadron, and will be composed of the following-named vessels, viz:
Minnesota, Cuinberland, Perry, Harriet Lane, Iwion, Monticello,
Union, Reliance, Resolute, Daylight, Mount Vernon (to return from the
Gulf), Penguin, Albatross, Wabash, and Commander Ward’s {lotilla,
1 am, very respectiunlly, ete.,
GInroNn WELLES,
Seoretary Navy,
IFlag-Ofticer 3, 11, STRINGITAM,
Hampton Roads,

* Not tonnd,
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Ftag-(‘)éﬁoer Pendergrast, U, 8.
Navy, changing the name of his squadron to West India Squadron, and
designating vessels of his command.

Confidential. | NAvy DEPARTMENT, May 17, 1861.

SIr: The name of your squadron will be the West India Squuadron,
and will be composed of the following-named vessels, viz:
Roanoke, Macedonian, Bainbridge, Vandalia.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Flag-Oflicer (i. J. PENDERGRAST,
Hampton Roads.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Nary, commanding West India
Squadron, reqarding flagship Roanoke.

U. 8. I'LAgsA1P CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 17, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart.
ment’s letter, under date of May 15, informing me that the steam frig-
ate Roanoke was fitting out at New York as my flagship, and desire to
express to the Department the great satisfaction the receipt of that
letter gave me.

I would also state that if the Qumberland sustained any injury to her
copper in forcing her way over the obstructions in Hampton Roads, it
is very desirable that she should be docked next month, as the worms
commence their depredations in the first part of June,

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. J, PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding Home | West India| Squcdron.
Hon, GibEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Nary, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding fresh-water supply.

U. 8. Fr.Agsmpr OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 17, 1861,

Sr: T have the honor to inform the Department that I have made
enquiries in relation to fresh water, and find outside of the fortress
about 130,000 gallons in cisterns and about 40,000 gallons on the Rip
Raps, and within the fort about 125,000 gallons; in addition to this,
Xeltils (lzould be sunk in the fort, from which a considerable supply could

e had,

Jwould also state that in the direction of Hampton and within range
of the guns of the fort an unlimited supply of good water ean be had
for the use of the rquadron and fortress from wells,

Mr, Edward Olayton, of No, 134 Lee strest, Baltimore, has offered to
the commandant of the fort to supply good water nt the rate of 1,000
to 50,000 gallons per day if tanks or ¢casks were furnished him for that
purpose, it the Department so desires it.
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I would also state that the land in and around the fort being of sand
is such that wells could be sunk anywhere and good water procured.
If the Department should make enquiries and find Mr, Olayton (who
is connected with the Baltimore waterworks) to be a reliable man, and
tanks were furnished him, with the assistance of a steamer, this place
could be supplied with an abundance of good water at all times.
[ have not seen Mr, Clayton, and therefore can not state his terms.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding Home | West India] Squadron,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O.

[ Endorsement.)

I have been here 8o short o time that I am unable to give any opin-
ion on the above subject.
Respecttully forwarded.
S. H. STRINGHAM,
Senior Flag-Officer.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, giving the names of captured vessels,

U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 17, 1861,

S1r: 1 have the honor to inform the Department that since my arrival
here I have captured the following vessels, some of which are now here,
others dispatched under charge of oflicers:

Ship Argo, from Richmond, with tobacco; sent to New York in chargo
of Midshipman McCOook,

Schooner Almira Ann, from Chickabominy River, with ship timber,
which, being very much neceded at Fortress Monroe for building plat-
forms, cte., I have ordered to be discharged for the use of this fort.

Schooner Emily Ann, from Richmond, with tobacco.

Schooner Mary Willis, from Richmond, with tobacco.

Schooner Delaware Farmer, from Richmond, with tobacco,

The three schooners last above named I have sent to Philadelphia, in
charge of Lieutenaut N, 0. Bryant, to be delivered over by him to the
U. S, district judge, with furthor orders to report his arrival to the
Department.

Sbip North Oarolina, from H-xvo, in ballast, bound to Norfolk, Va,,
and there owned, I have pl- .. m ivvrge of Lioutenant J. G. Mitchell,
with orders to proceed to T ew Yora.

Schooner J. H, Ktheridge, (rvom Poirigburg, Va.; cargo, tobacco.

Schooner Mary, fromm Rieiimond, ‘7a.; cargo, tobacco.

Schooner Willlam and Johu, fiom Petorsburg, Va.; cargo, tobacco.

Schooner Industry, from Richmond, Va.; cargo, hay and steam boiler.

Schooner William Henry, from Richmond, Va.; cargo, tobacco.

Schooner Belle Conway, from Richmond, Va,; cargo, tobacco,

The last six named schooners will be sent to Philadelphia as soon as
possible, to be delivered inte custody of the proper judicial authority
with the exception of the schooner Industry, whose cargo 1 have or(lere({
to be discharged for the use of Fortress Monroe, after which, from the
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very insignificant value of the schooner herself from age and general
decay, I shall allow the captain to depart with her.

All the above vessels have been captured by me for attempting to
violate the blockade, which has been fully established here and of
which notice has been given.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,
Senior Flay-Oflicer Blockading Squadron,
Hon. GIDENN WELLES,
Secretary of Navy,

Report of Flay-Oflicer Stringham, U. S, Navy, commanding Atluntic
Blockading Squadron, ackrowledging Department’s communications,

U. 8. 5. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, Muy 17, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours dated
Navy Department, May 11, 1861, with the enclosed copy of petition of
sundry refugees from Norfolk, to the President. 1 will endeavor fully
to carry out the wishes of the President as expressed in your letter of
the 11th,

I also acknowledge receipt of yours of May 14, enclosing copy of
letter from Commodore Breese of May 11,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. . STRINGITAM,
Senior Fluy Oflicer Blockading Squadron,
Houn. GibroN WELLRES,
Secretaryy of Navy,

Keport of Flag-Officer Stringham, 1'. S, Navy, commanding Atlantie
Blockading Squadron, requesting instructions reqarding disposition of
small captured cessels,

U. B, 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 17, 1561,
51t I should be pleased to receive instructions from you in regard
to veskels which are disposed to violate the blockade, yet are too small
and worthless to go to the expense of sending as prizes, yet which may
be used to convey troops and munitions from point to point in these
witers,

With your anthority I will act according te my best judgment. and
under surveys as to their being worthy to be sent forward as prizes or
destroyed.  Or shall 1 send them to the nearest point, Baltimore?

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
N, 1, BrRiNaia,
Nenior Flug-Oflecr Blockading Bquadron,
Hon., Gibyion WELLES,
Neeretary of Nucy,



ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 639

HReport of Flag- Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockeding Squadron, of the capture of bark Star.

U. 8. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 17, 1861.
Sir: [ have the honor to inform the Department that 1 have just
seized the American bark Star, from Richmond, bound to Bremen,
tobaceo loaded.
I shall send her forward to Now York as a prize.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H., STRINGHAM,
Senior Flay-Officer Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of” Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Merveer, U, 8. Nary, com-
manding U. 5. 8, Wabash, to report for duty in Hampton Roads.

NAvY DrErArrmeNT, May 17, 1861.

Sir: The U, S, steam frigate Wabash, under your command, is to form
a partof the Coast Blockading Squadron, of which Captain 8, H, String-
ham is the flag-ofticer.

A8 soon, therefore, as she is prepared for this service, and in all
respects ready for sea, you will proceed with her to Hampton Roads,
Virginia, and report to Flag Ofticer Stringham for further instructions,

Before your departure from New York, transmit to the Department
a muster roll of the Wabash, and o separate list of her oflicers,

I am, respectfully, your obediont servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Captain SAMUEL MURCENR,
Commanding U, 5. Steam Frigato Wabash, New York,

Beport of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadvon, of the arvioal at Hampton Roads of U, S, vessols
Perry and Keystone State.

U, 8. B, MINNEBOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 18, 1861,
Sir: 1 have the honor to inform the Department (through the
medinm of the steamer George Peabody, which only tonches horo for a
very short [time] on her wiy to Washington) that the brig Perry and
stonmer Keyutone State have arrived but this momaont.
Respecttully, your obedlent servant,
N, I BTRINGHAM,
Nentor Flag-Ofleer Blookading Squadron,

Hon., thinxgon WRILYLEN,
Nuerotary Navy,
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, conmanding West India
Squadron, making suggestions in view of change of fAagghip.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 18, 1801,

SIR: As the steam frigate Koanoke has been ordered as my flagship
I respectfully suggest to the Department that 1 be authorized to send
this ship to New York under Captain Marston for the double purpose
of having her bottom exumined, and that the officers and crew of this
ship may be transterred to the Roanoke. 1 would also state to the
Department that in case Flag-Ofticer Stringham should leave here, [
can transfer my tlag to any one of the vessels composing the blockud.
ing squadron, or take up my residence at FFortress Monroe, and super-
intend the blockade of the ports of Virginia under general instructions
from IFlag-Officer Stringham. 1 would also avail myself of this oppor-
tunity to state that no pnymaster has yet arrived here, and it is indis.
pensable for the comfort of the officers and crew that one should be
sent here with as little delay as possible, and betore this ship sails for
New York. I would also respectfully request that Commander J. B,
Marchand be ordered to the Howme Squadrou us captain of the fleet and
inspector of ordnance.

I have the honor to be, very respectiully, sir, your obedient servant,

G, J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Oglicer, Commanding Iome | West India| Sqyuadron,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secrctary of the Navy, Washington, D, 0.

Instructions of Flay-Officer Stringham, 1. 8. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, to Lisutenant Parrott, U. S, Navy, commanding
U. 8. brig Perry, to blockade the harbor of" Fernandina, Flu,

U, S. S, MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 18, 1861,

Sir: Herowith (ind enclosed copies of the proclnmations of the
Presidont of the United States in relerenco to blockading,

You will procecd oft’ the harbor of fernanding, I'la,, and the mouth
of Bt. Mary’s River.

I wish to impress upon you the importance of maintaining a stviet
blockade, preventing the ingress and ogress of all vessels, excopting
undor the following oxception:

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 4, 1861

The Department would In every insfanco nllow at least liftoon days for nential
;(-mmln to dopmit, with or withont cargo, nftor the blockade Is set with sufeient
oreao,

You will not eapture or dotain any toreign vessel prooeading toward
tho ontrance of u blockadod port if she shall not previously have
recoived from one of the blockading squadron a special notitiention of
the oxistence of the blockade, provided she has not contraband cuods
on board,

This notitteation must bhe inserted in writing on the muster roi' .f
the neutral vessoel by the eruiser which mests her, and it shonld ¢
tain the unnouncement, together with stntoments of the day ndino
latitudo aud longitude in which it was made,
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Wishing you a pleasant voyage, I am, respecttully, your obedient
servant,
S. H, STRINGUHAM,
Senior Flag-Oflicer Blockading Squadron,

Lieutenant Commanding IENoci G, Parrotrr,
U. S, Brig Perry.

Order of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic Block-
ading Squadron, to Licutenant Parrott, U. N. Navy, commanding U. 5.
brig Perry, regarding provisions and water for his vessel.

U. 8. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 18, 1861,

SIR: After eruising oft the harbor of Fernandina until you get nearly
outof provisions and water and you find no opportunity to supply your
self there, you can return to this pliwe to obtain supplies or to Key
West., 1 desire you to remain as long as possible on your cruising
sround, and it there is any way of obtaining supplies ot wood and
water there, you will do so,

You will take all means in your power to make known the establish-
ment of' the blockade, 1t you have opportunity to communicate with
mo from time to time, please do so,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
5. 1. STRINGHAM,
Nenior Flag-Oflicer Blockading Squadron,
Licutenant Commanding linocu G, Parrorr,
U. N, Briy Perry.

Instructions from the Seevetary of the Navy to Flag-Officer  Stringham
U. N, Navy, commanding Atlantic Bloekading Squadron, regarding
malters pertaining to his command.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 18, 1861,

SR Your lotters of the 16th and 17th instant have beon received.

Protection to certain citizens in the insurgent States has been from
time to time enjoined by the President.  In relation to the disposition
of the persons whom you may capture, mueh must from the neeessity
of tho case be submitted to your own good judgment, in which the
Department has full confidence,

Porhaps Baltimore, although the nearest port, may not he the best to
which to send the vessols that fall into your hands.

There will doubtless he many cases involving new questions that you
ny find it difticult to decide, but the courts ot ndmiralty must dispose
of them, having the fucts submitted. 1t is desirable that s vigid and
efliciont Llockade should be enforeed at every point committed to your
jurisdiction at tho earliest possible moment. The Department has
decided to purchase the steam tug Yankee, now employed in and about.
Hampton Roads. The ofticers, crew, asind ongineers now sorving on
bourd are to continue and will ba paid by her present owners up to the
2oth of this month, Inclusive, when you will make such temporary

N W R—YUL b——l
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appointments for the Yankee as she may require. The conditions stated
in the copy of instructions sent to you on the 16th instant refer ruther
to the large purcliased and chartered vessels. Such as the Yankee will
not require 80 many officers, and it is left to your discretion to arrange
theun,

It is proposed by the owners of certain bay steamers to run their
boats between Baltimore and Ifortress Monroe, carrying the mail and
atfordiug fresh supplies, provided, in" your opinion, the strict require.
ments of the blockade are not interfered with., You may permit this
arrangement, giving the necessary orders to the various commanders
not to intertfere with the vessels. All the boats und steamers armed in
the Chesapeako are under your command, and are to be disposed of so
as best to accomplish the objects intended.

Major-General Butler, with a large force, will be ordered to Hampton
Roads, snd you will communieate and cooperate with him.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,

Comdyg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, reqarding cargo of sehooner
H, N, Farnham,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 18, 1861,

Sir: Herewith you will receive a copy of a letter which was trans.
mitted to the Secretary of the Treasury and forwarded by him to the
Seeretary of State, who has communicated the same to this Depart-
ment with & recommendation that ¢in view of the facts and circum-
stances as represented in the documents, the commander of the block-
ading squadron in that quarter be instructed to allow the property to
leave Norfolk on its way to its original destination.”

In pursuance of this recommendation you will permit Mr, Albert
Adams, the authorized agent of the parties, to pass the property
specified,

I am, respectfully, yonr obediont sorvant,
[GIDEON WBLLES.]

Flag-Oflicer 8, I, STRINGHAM,

Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

[Futlonurs No. 1)

GugroM-louss, CoLLEOTOR'™S OFFICE,
Boston, May 14, 1561,

8r1it: Albert Adams, esq., the bearer of thiy Jettor, is on his way to
Norfolk, Va,, for the purpose of obtaining and sending forward o part
of the cargo of wchooner I, N, Farnham, heretotfore unlawfully detained
at that port, but which is now remdy to be given up. e desives per
minsion to export it thence to this or some other Northern port, and
such permission | trust, you will give him,

Mr. Adams will present. to you s statement of this euse deawn up by
John B, Tyler, euq., of this city, which I have oxaminad and which |
[ am natistied in porfectly correct,  Tho partles to whom thoe property
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is consigued are well-known merchants of this city, and the nature of
most of the property is such that unless it comes forward very soon the
result will be nearly or quite a total loss,
Mr. Adams himself is a loyal man and entirely reliable.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. Z. GooDpRICH,
Collector,
Hon, S. P. CHASE,
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington,

{Enclosure No, 2.}

BosTton, May 14, 1861.

SirR: I have the honor to represent to you, in behalt of the owners
and master of' the schooner H. N. Furham, that said vessel [sailed ] from
Wilmiugton, in the State of North Carolina, on or about the 29th of
March, 1861, with & curgo of cotton, pitch, spirits turpentine, lumber,
and peanuts, bound for this port; that on the 2d of April following she
sustained damages in gales of wind, which caused her to leak and made
it necessary to put into port for repairs; that she did put into the port
of Norfolk, and there discharge her whole cargo and undergo repairs;
that after the repairs were made part of the cargo wus taken in, but
before the lading was completed the vessel was foreibly seized by per-
sons claiming to act under the authority of the State of Virginia, and
holes bored in her bottom for the purpose of sinking her in the channel
wity; that this intention was abandoned and the vessel restored to tho
master, who immediately left Norfolk with that part of the cargo then
on board, and arrived at this port the 28th of April ultimo.

On discharging the cargo and comparing the quantity delivered with
tho quantity shipped, it appears that the tollowing-deseribed merchan-
dise was left at Norfolk, viz:

One hundred and aighty-eight barrels of spirits turpentine, consigned
to I'rederic Kidder & Co.; HU barrels of spirits turpentine, consigned
to Thomas Simmons & Co,; 3 barrels of spirits turpentine, consigned to
Stimson, Valentine & Co.; H9 barrels spirits turpontine, consigned to
Charles Smith; 77 barrels spirits turpontine and 449 bales cotton, con-
signed to 1. O, Thacker; 53 bags peanuts, consigned to 0 G, Munro;
35,060 feet lumber consigned to Edward D, Petors & Co.

All of which said property is now at Norfolk, and the purties con-
cerned therein propose to send Albert Adams, esq., to Norfolk, with
instructions to obtain said property and reship tho sawe,

Now, the parties concernod, in view of the disturbed condition of
uffairs, deem it important to obtain from tho Government of the United
States special instructions to the officors at and near Norfolk that said
curgo be permitted to pass over to Fort Monroo and by water to some
Northern port or place, and to this end they beg that. you will turnish
Mr, Adams o lettor of introduction to the Secrotary of the 'Treasury,
that he may procure such instructions us may be deemed noedtul and
uxpediont.,

Reupectfully, your obedient servant,
dJonn S, Tk,
Hon, J, 7. Goobricn,
Collector of Doston,
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Engagements of the U. 8. steamers Monticello and Thomas Freeborn with
the Qongederate battery at Sewell's oint, Va,, May 18 and 19, 1861,

Report of Flag-Otticer 8tringham, U. 8. Navy, commanding Atlantic Bluckading Squadron.

U. 8. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 1Y, 1561,

Sir: 1 have the honor to report to the Department that Captain
J.H. Ward arrived here yesterday in company with two small schooners
and a very small steam tug, in addition to the one commanded by himselt,
About the time ot hiy arrival | heard and saw firing from Captain
Bagle’'s vessel, the Star | Monrticello], now actively blockading the mouths
of Jumes and Elizabeth rivers. 1 immediately ordered Captain Ward
to go up to him, e found a battery being erected by the rebels from
Norfolk, which, with the aid ot the Star |Monticello], was partially
destroyed.

Captain Fagle is very vigilant. in the pertormance ot his duty on
that station.

I yesterday had the honor of a visit from Senators Wade, Chandler,
amd Morrill, with some gentlemen traveling in their company. They
desiving to return direct to Washington, 1 ordered Captain Ward to
convey them in his steamer, with further orders to look in al the mouthy
of the Virginia rivers on his way up and down, and to return to this
plico as soon as possible, 1 hope this will meet your approval,

T'hiy afternoon (Sunday), about 5:30 p. m., Captain Iagle, in the Star
| Monticello], again opened fire upon the battery referred to above with
a heavy gun and asmall one (he only earries two), and fired with prompt-
ness and spirit until he exhausted his ammunition, when he returned
to this ship.

L shall supply him with ammunition, and in the morning he will pro-.
cead to his oviginal blockading station,

I have the honor to enclose to the Department o copy of the report
of Captain Henry Bagle, commanding UL, S, 8, Star | Monticello).

Respeettully, your obedient serviant,
S, U, SrRINGIAM,
Nenior Flay-Oficer Blockading Squadron.
Hon, GinroN WELLES,
Neeretary of Narvy,

[ Furlosune )

UL S8 Srar [ MoNTiokLLol, May 19, 1861,

Nir: FFrom the timo | reported to you yesterday 1 kept a striet wateh
on the movements of the enemy in and about tho Sewell's PPoint hat-
tery, Soveral noises wero heard during thoe night, but not distinet
enough for me to trace them, At H:30 p. m. 1 hoard distinet blows, as
it from an ax, securing timbor platforms for gun carriages insido of
the embrasures, and immaodiately 1 ovdored a shot 1o be flred over them.
The rebels immedintely hoisted o whito tlag, with some design on it,
and flred o shot that eul tho fore-spencor vangs near tho gafls 1 immne-
diately wont. to quarters and roturned their fire, which was contin
ued by thom, T expended 16 stand of prape, 12 10-inch shot, 32 10-inch
shelly 10 shell for 32.poundoers, and 40 32-pound shot, making w total of
114 shots, which 1 think dld somo oxecution among the rebels. 1 only
desisted for want of ammunition, having only 6 8.pound charges
remnining for the pivot gun, [ regret that want of ammunition cow-
polled we to rotire, us L um satisfled 1 could huve siloncod the battery
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in a short time. [ ean not too highly praise the courage and patriotisin
of the ofticers amd men under my command. They acted nobly and
with great coolness, as the repeated. firings, as above, will show. The
action continned from 5:30 p, m. to 6:45 p, m., a duration of one hour
and tiftcen minutes. The battery is masked, thirteen embrasures hav-
ing been erected behind a sand bank., The rebels had three ritled can-
non and fired several volleys of minie balls, which struck the ship.
The ship was struck five times by riled cannon shot in the hull and
upper works, The damage can boe repaired by ourselves, I herewith
enclose the report of the medieal ofticer of this ship, by which you
will pereeive that two men were slightly wounded during the action.

[ ¢an not elose this communication without calling the attention of
tho flag-officer to the valuable servieces of Licutenant Daniel L. Braine,
who had charge of our pivot, and who, during the whole action,
displayed great coolness and skill in its management.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Ny FAGLe,
Captain, and Commanding U. N, N, Star | Monticello].
Flag-Ofticer S, 11, STRINGHAM,
Commanding Home Squadran, Frigate Minnesola,

Roport of Lioutenant Braine, U, 8. Navy, U. 8. 7. Monticello, regarding duty performed by
him on board tho U. 8. 8. Thomas Freoborn.

U. 8. S, MOXTI0RLLO,
Hampton Roads, May 22, 1861,

S Incomplinnee with your request. that T render you a statement,
in writing of tho part whiclh the steamer Thomas Freehorn took in firing
into an unfinished battery above Sewell's TPoint, 1 have to state that
after wo had fired a number of times from the U, S, 8. Monticello, the
steamer Thomas Freeborn camo along and Commander Ward came on
hoard. I went with him in his hoat, to the Thomas Freeborn,and took
tha vessel at his request in as ¢lose to the earthworks as I thonght nee.
esanry.  Commander Ward then fired a number of shot from his for-
wird gun, a heavy 32-pounder, which did somo slight injury to the
embrasures. Thera wero soma twelve or fourteen shots tired inall, and
the Thomas Freeborn then withdrew from her position and returned to
Ilampton Roads.  While on board the Frechorn, 1 did not see any
armed men in the baitery nor any picees of ordnanee,

1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
. 1. BRAINE,
Licutenant, Commanding.
Caplain eENrY FAGLe, UL S0 Navy.,

Roport of commandant navy yard, Washington, giving results of oaxamination of fragment; of
shell extraoted from the U. 8 3. Monticello.

COMMANDANT'S OFETer, NAVY YARD,
Washington, May S0, 1561,
S 1 have just examined the fragments of o shell from the villed
run ot Sewell's Point. that lodged in.the Monticello, Inte Star, from
which T find the following:
Fivt, The gun has the bore of a Sopounder and the shell waighed
probably H to 7 ponnds,
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Second. Thoe shell is made of the kind patented by Dr. Reed, of Ala.
bama, and now owned principally by Mr, Parrott, of Cold Spring.

Third. T have tried this kind to somo extent, and know that they are
not very accurate, though useful in some particnlar cases,

FFourth. The sand bank in front of theso guns alone prevented the
10-inch shells of the Monticello {distant halt @ mile) trom entirvely
destroying tho battery.

Fifth, The Monticello was in no material danger from shells so small,
as regards her hully, but they would have been serious to hier boilers,

I havoe the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNU. A, DANLGREN,
Commandant.
Hon, GibDroN WELLES,
Neeretary of the Navy.

Reports of Brigadior-General Walter Gwynn, C. 8. Army, conmanding nt Norfolk.

NorroLx, VA, May 20, 1861,

Tho enomy fired on the uniinished battory at SBewell’s Point on the
18th, but did no damage. Thero wera at that time no guns mounted
or nearer than Norfolk. | sent forward threo guns immediately and
two of the rifled eannon.  Got them in position at 5 p. m. on the 10th,
Soon after the enemy opened fire, which was returned and kept. up ono
and o half hours, when the vessel from which the guns were fived with-
drew. A fuller report will bo made to-morrow, Just returned from
Howell’s Point. Reports in from the pickets at all points.

No immediate attack apprehonded, 'roops thrown forward and in
position.  Confldenf of making defenso good, I am strengthoning to
some extent my position,  Want 600 Inborers, and am rveenforcing the
batferies, which takes oft so many men that additional troops aroe
required.

WALTER GWYNN.

RS GArNBETY,

Adjutant-General Virginia Forees,

HEADQUARTERS FORCES 01 VIRGINIA AROUND NORVOLK,
May 20, 1861,

Sie: T have the honor to inform you thal Inte in the evening of tho
18th instant 1 received intelligoncee ot an attack made by the enemy’s
steamer Monticello on the unfinished works at Sewell’s Point.  Ihis
battery was not: sufliciently advanced at tho time to receive its arma-
ment. and garrison, T'he Monticello earvied threo guns, one of which
was a hoavy 10-inch Dahlgren.  With these shoe kopt up s constant
fire with solid shot and shell for mere than an hour, when a steam tug
from Old Point carrying ono gun eamo to her aid, and the two vessels
continued the cannonade nntil the elose of the day without any serious
injury to tho works. Tho tug then returned to Old Point, and the
Monticello moored, with broadside on, with tho intention, apparently,
of continuing tho attack, in order to demolish the works or provent
their progross.  Karly on the morning of the 19th I hurried on the guny
and equipment, and repaived to Sewells Point, to expedite the works
for their reception, and by 0 p. m. succeeded in getting three 32-
pounders and two small rifled guns into position, while detachments of
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infuntry and artillery, ordered from neighborving posts, oceupied tho
battery and contiguous points. During all this time the Monticello,
apparently not suspecting the operations going forward, was engaged
in preparing for another cffort, by ealculating the range and distance
and adjusting her guns to suit,  With instrnctions to Captain Colquitt,
of Gieorgia, to whom I gave commahd of all the forees and guns at the
post, to continue the preparations, reserving his fire until the enemy
renewed the eannonade, I returned to Norfolk. At 5:30 o'clock the
Monticello again opened fire from all her guns, and with mueh greator
precision than on the preceding day. It was instantly returned and
with such effect that she was driven oftf and returned to Old Point.  The
engagement continued for an hour and a halt without intermission on
cither side, and, though the enemy’s fire was well directed, one shell
bursting within an embrasure and several others direetly over the bat-
tery, while solid shot repeatedly passed through the embrasures and
struck tho crest and sides of the merlons, hurling masses of earth from
the outside among the gunners, 1 am happy to inform you that no eas-
nalty of moment occeurred to the troops, nor was material injury done
to the battory. What damage or los: was sustained by the enemy |
wis not able to discover, but his retreat indicated that our fire had
heecome too warm for further endurance.  As carly as 1 reeeived infor-
mation of the second attuck and ropulse, I ordered forward more troops
and hastened during tho night to Sewell’s Point to makoe such other
dispositions as might be necessary to defend the post against any fur-
ther and more formidablo assaults which the enemy’s large naval and
military forees at Old PPoint would enable him to make.

I ean not closo this brief account of the engagoment without expross-
ing my admiration of the enthusinsm and bravery manifested by the
troops,  Where oflicers and men displayed so much merit it would be
invidions to diseriminate, and I therefore refer you to tho accompany-
ing roportof Captain Colquitt for further particulars, 118 position, as
commanding oflicor of thoe post, gave him an opportunity of displaying
tho qualities which adorn the soldier, and the general appreciation of
his gallantry and merit. by thoye under his command enable mo to com-
mend him most, warmly to your eonsideration.

In conclusion, I would state that, in consequenco of the wanti, of &
Virginia or Oonfederato flag for the occasion, the flag of Georgia,
belonging to Captain Colquitt’s company, was planted on tho ramparts
during the engagement, and, while tho hotlest fire was provailing, two
members of his company, whose names I will forward you when reported
to mo as deserving partienlar notice, fearlessly parssed to the outside of
the battery and deliberately removed the sand amd other obstruetions to
tho range of one of tha guns while shot and shell were striking all
about them,

I am, generaly vory respectfully, your obedient servant,
WaALTER GWYNN.
Major-General Lk,
Commanding Forces of Virginia, Richmond, Va,

Raport of Captain Poyton H. Colquirt, C. 8. Army, commanding at SB8ewell's Point.

SEWELL'S POINT, VA, May 19, 1861,
S I have the honor fo report. to yoit an engagement, this evening
hetweon the Confedernto troops, consisting of the City Light Guards,
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Columbns, Ga.; Woodis Ritles, Captain Lamb; detachment of {he
Norfolk Juniors, under Lieutenant Ifolmes; detachment of Light Artil.
lery Blues, under Licutenant Nash, all under my ecommand, and the
steamer Monticello and Federal steam tug, which lasted for one hour
and a half, in wineh nobody was hurt on our side. 'The enemy fired
with great accuracy, several balls passing through the embrasures of
the fort, one striking a 32-pounder within the battery, and one shell
bursting in the fort. From three to five shots from our Lattery took
efleet, wo think; others struck around the steamer. The troops acted
with great bravery, and I had to restrain them in their enthusiasm.
The tlag of Georgia was hoisted over the fort in the absence of the
Confederato flag.  Our firing was less frequent than that of the enemy,
as our anununition was zcarce; only two rounds left after the engage.
ment. Your aids, Major William IS, Taylor, R, R, Collier, and Qolonel
Thomas Newton, were present and aided in the struggle.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

PryronN I. CoLourre,
Major-Greneral GGwWynNN,
Commanding Iorces, Nortolk Harbor,

P, 8. —Two members of the City Light Guards (Georgia) dug away
the sand in tfront of one of the portholes during the hottest of the five,

Report of Flag-Oflicer Stringham, 1, S, Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Syuadvon, suggesting sevvice jor 1,8, stoop Qumberland,

U. 8. 8, MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 19, 1861,

S In forwarding Flag-Oflicer Pendergrast’s communieation ® of
May 18, 18361, to the Department, I take the liberty of making a single
suggestion in reference to the disposition of the Cumberland, growing
ot of the fact of the eertain presceuee of lnrge steamers at Charleston,
an per communieation containing hist of vessels as furnished by My, 11,
Loring, of Boston, to the Department,

I respectlully suggest, it the Department sees it to comply with Com-
modore Pendergrast’s suggestions of taking up his quarters at lortress
Monroo (to which 1 see no objection), that the Cumberland, instead of
going immediately to New York, be first. sent. oft Charleston (wheroe
only the small steamer Harriet Lane now is) to eruise until she can bo
relieved by one of the large vessols daily expeeted to roport here for
nervico, after which the Cumberland might proceed (o New York,

I inforred from your communiention of May o, 1861, that I might
employ the Cumberland on blockading duly, but only at this port, nd
therefore my suggostion,

Very respectfully, your obedienl servant,
N, L STRINGHAM,
Newior PFlag-Ogicer Dlockading Squadron,
Hon, Ginron WELLES,
Neeretary off Navy.

.t Ren 1B 110,
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Report of Flag-Oflicer Stringham, U, 8. Navy, commanding Atlantie
Blockading Squadron, suggesting immediate occupation of Cape Henry,
Virginia, by troops.

U1, 8, 8, MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 149, 1841,

Sie: I take the liberty of suggesting to the Dopartment the very
greal. importance of keeping perteetly freo and clear the navigation of
the Chesapeake, and of taking means immediately to prevent any
oceupation ot Cape Henry by the rebels ot Virginia.,

It they choose to occupy the cape with guns, they can prevent the
ingress of vessels of largo sizo or at least do great damage.

I would respectfully suggest the immediate occupation of that point
by o force of at least a thousand men and somo heavy guns,  With
aoards tho soldiers could casily eroct quarters ample and comtortable
for tho present, and that point onco occupied could be readily defended,
and it neeessary supported by the flect,

Respecttully, your obedient servant,
ST STRINGHAM,
Nenior lay-Ogicer Blockading Squadron,
Hon., GibEON WELLES,
Neeretary o Navy.,

Capture of the ship A, B, Thompson, by the €', S, S, Lady Davis, ofl’ the
coast of Sowth Carolinag May 19, 1861,

Lottor fiom tho 8gerotary of tho Navy to Flag-OHicor Stringham, U, 8. Navy, commanding
Atlantio Blookading 8quadron, transmittiug raquest of the owner of ship A, B. Thompson.

NAVY DuprARIMENT, June 27, IS61,
Sir: 1 herewith eneloso oo copy ol a letter thal hay heen referred to
the Department. by the Honorable William | P.] IFessenden, in relation to
the ship . B. Thompson, of Brunswick, Me,, which was captured near
Savannah by the rebel steamer Lady Davis and taken to Beaufort,
5.0, on the 21at ultimo,
I am, respectiully, your obedient. servant,
GiproN WrernLes,
Il Ofliear 5, L STRINGITAM,
Comdg, Atlantic Bloekading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia,

[Enelomre )
PORTLAND, June 29, 1861,

Drar S On the 21st ultimo, my ship A, B, Thompson, of Bruus-
wick, Me., of 080 tons, was {aken, after leaving Savannah on the day
previons, oft’ Povtugal Bay, by steamer Lady Davig, OGaptain Pelot, and
laken to Beaufort, 5, C, as wao learn from our correspondent, at Savan-
nah, Ga. 1 have not received any information from the eaptain sinco
shao [eft. Havannah,

She is rather a fast sailer; she will make the rebels a good sloop of
war,  Sho ¢an bo convertold into a steamer and wonld mako @ formida-
ble privatecr.  Please represent this to owr Government at Washing-
toi, She is worth about ®30,000 to me, or us,  They will confer a great
favor on us i they will gend o steamer, take her out, and tow har to
sea,  Wao presume hor whola erew ave on hoard,

I have the honor to be, most. respectfully, your obedient servant,

DANIEL Hoob,

Hon, Winniay [ P)] FESSENDEN,
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Letter from R. C. Gilchrist, C. 8. prize commissioner, (o the judge of the C. 8. distriot court,
transmitting papers in the case of prize ship A, B. Thompson.

CONFEDERATE STATES 0I' AMERICA,
NSouth Carelina District:

1 would respectfully report to your honor that Lieuntenant Pelot, of
the O. 8. 8. Lady Davis, appeared before mo on the 22d day of May,
1861, and delivered to me all the papers ot the ship A, B. Thompson,
taken as prize by the said steamer Lady Davis,

The said papers and an inventory of thesamaoare herewith filed.  On
the 24th of May I went to Boeaunfort, where the said ship was moored, to
tako possession of her as prize commissioner. 1 found her safely
anchored under the guns of the Lady Daviz and guarded overy night
by a detachment of nine soldiers from the fort. I immediately pro-
ceeded to examine the ofMeers and erew on thestanding interrogatories
propounded by thecourt,and T herewith filo the full and explicit replies
given by the captain, the first and second mates, and two of the most
intelligont ot tho ‘crow, the largest proportion of whom were toreigners,
unable to speak our language,

) mado a thorough examination of the whole vessel, Thero was no
eargo on board,  Hereto annexed is an inventory of all I could ilnd,
[' plnced o seal on Marryat's signal flags, but told the eaptain ol the
prize ship that ho and his erew could nro the ship’s stores so long as
thoy romained by the vessel,

For tho purpose of gecuring the ship I had all tho sajls unbent and
stowed away in the hold; the running tackle waslikewiso taken down, so
that tho vesselis completely dismantled,  The oflicers of tho Lady Davis
still remain in chargoe of the ship and should the steamer bo ordored
oft before the ship is more completely in the custody of the conrt, a
guard will ba detailed from tho fort.

Tho oflicers and crew of the prize ship still remain on hoard.

All of which is respectiully reported.,

R. C. GirLounisr,
C. N, Prize Commissioner.

IMon., A, G, MAGRrATH,

Judge, Contederate States Court,

[Enslosniea.)

Framination in preparatorio of oficors and craw of price ship A, B, Thompron, taken by
the €', 5,8, Lady Davia,
CONFEDERATE STATES O AMERICA,
South Carolina District:
1 would respectfully report. tho following toestimony taken upon the
standing interrogatories,
R. O, GiLomase,
Prize Comminsioner, (!, N, A,
Hon. A, G, MAGrATI,
Judge of the Confederate States Court for South Carolina District,

lxamination of Captain Hussry
To the flrat intorrogatory: I was born in the town of Greene, in tho
Htato of Maine, 1 live at West, Woodstoek, Conn,; have lived thero
five years, I am a citizen of tho Btate of Connectient.
Second interrogatory: 1 was present at the time of the taking of tho
ship A, B, Thompson, and was in command of her,
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Third interrogatory: The ship was about. 10 miles east of Savannah
har, as nearly as 1 ean judge, at the time sho was taken. She was
taken last Sunday, the 19th of May, 1861, about 11 o’clock a. m. She
wis carried into Beaufort Harbor, The reason given me, was that 1
did not have a proper clenrance from Savannah, and on that account she
was seized.  The ship sailed under the Ameriean or United Statey col-
ors. I had no other national colors on board, but had some Marryat’s
signal colors and a flag with the ship’s name on it. 1 had those signal
Nags to communicate with other vessels or with the shore in ease any-
thing was wanted,  No resistanee was made to the seizure,  We were
taken by the steamer Lady Daris.

Fourth interrogatory: I, AL Tussey is the name of the commander
of this ship. 1 am the commander.  T'he owners appointed me.  Cap-
tain James M, Small, my predecessor, delivered to me the possession of
the ship. 1 took posxsession of her at. Antwerp, Belgium, on the 18th
day of Maveh, 1861, Ilive, as I have before stated, at West Woodstock,
Conn,; was born m the town of Greene, Me., and am a citizen of the
Unifed States,

IFirth intorrogatory: The tonmage of my ship is 980 tons, or thero-
abouts, There were twonty-three, counting mariners and oflicers, on
hoard, The mariners wore principally forecigners—some Irish, somo
Fnglish, and some Duteh,  There was one Ameriean, 1 ean’t say pos-
iively whether there were any move,  ‘T'hey were shipped 'n Antwerp,
by two shipping masters whom [ employed for that. purpose, somoewhere
hetween the 20th and 26th ot Marveh, 1861,

Siath intorrogatory: Neither 1 nor any of the oflicers or mariners had
or huve any part, share, or inferest in either the vessel or envgo, Sho
had no eargo, only ballast. T belonged to the vessel at the time of her
seiznre, was master of her; 1 havo only known this ship from the 18th
ol Maveh last; I never saw her before I took command of her.

Saventh intervogatory: 'T'he ship's name is A, B, Thompson ; sho has
been ealled by this name sineo sho was firsg vegistered, some cight years
ago.  Sho has never had any other name, so far as T know, 1 left Ant-
werp on the 27th day of March and sailed diveetly for Savannah, Ga, T
arrived in Savannah last Friday, the 17th of May. My voyagoe was to
commenceat Antwerp and then sail to Savaunah, where I wus to receivo
further orders, 1 expected to receive my ovders from the pilot,  ‘Tho
pilot, told mo that he was not allowed to deliver letters to ships outside,
I therefore left. my ship oft ‘Uybeo light and went up to Savannah, where
I received orders from the owners of' the ship fo take her to Hampton
Roads; but hearing that harbor was blockaded, I eoneluded to take the
ship to New York,  Uleft Savannah with tho ship about. 9 o’clock Sun.
day morning, and had just got sail on my ship whon I was taken, 'T'ho
ship was in ballast about, 400 tons, sand and stone; she had no eargo,
and had none from the time of leaving Antwerp,

Bighth interrogatory: The owners are Daniel Hood, of Portland;
A. D, Thompson and George Muastard and others, of Brunswick [ Mo,
The names of the owners are fonnd on the ragister. 1 know it from the
fact of their engaging me to take chargo of the ship and from seeing
their names on the register.  They are eitizens ot the State ot Maine,

Ninth and tonth interrogatories: There was no lading on board the
vessel; nothing but ballast, which belongs to the ship.

Elevonth intorrogatory: Theore was no charter party signed for the
voyage,

Twelfth fntorrogatory: The only papers on board the vessel wors the
registor, crew lists, manifest, clearanee, nnd log book; these wers all
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delivered to the commander of tho steamer Lady Davis. There are
some old papers now on board relating to former voyages,
Thirteenth interrogatory: There were no passengers on bhoard the
ship,
Fourteenth interrogatory: The ship was steering for New York at
thoe time she was pursued and taken, Her course was not altered,
I'ifteenth interrogatory: ‘I'he ship did not have any guns mounted.
Sixteenth interrogatory: | have already fully answered to the hest of
my knowledge and heliel.
I, AL TTussey,
Sworn to this 24th May, 1861,
R. G, GiLenrisr,
C. N Commissioner,

OCONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA,
South Carolina District, Port of Beaufort :

Before me personally appeared Benjamin R, Bythewood, collector of
tho port of Beaufort, who upon oath sayg, that under the notifieation
made to him of the prize ship A. B, Thompson, now in the said port, by
R. O. Gilehrist, commisgioner, and the order of his honor Judge
Magrath, of' thoe Confederate court, he has delivered all persons found
on hoard tho ship A, I8, Thompson into the custody ot the military ofli.
cer of tho Confederate States in command at this port; and turther
doen cortify that, he has this day posted o copy of the monition, dated
the 3d day of June, A, D, IRGI, upon the mainmast of the prize ship
A, B, Thompson, now lying in this port,

[81AT.] BrNg. R Byrmswoon,

Colleelor,

Sworn before mae this Sth day of June, A, DL 18S6GT,

W, J, D TREVILLE,
Magistrate,

OFPICE ASSITANT TREASURER 0F CONFEDUERATE STATES,
Charleston, November 6, 1861,
Sie: My, 1LY, Gray, distriet clerk, has deposited with me to the
eredit of the treasurer, tho proceeds ol the prize ship .1, B, Thompson,
amounting to K 14,360.41,
Veory respectfully, your obediont rervant,
B. €. PrRESSLEY,
Assistant Treasurer,
Hon, €. G, MEMMINGER,
Seeretary of the T'reasuwry, Richmond, Va,

Petition of Btophen Flliott ot al., stating tho grounds of their claim to share in the prize ship
A. B. Thompson.

[June 24, 1861,
THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA,
Distriet of Sonth Carolina:
The petition of Stophen Elliott, jr., B, W, Slowman, R, M, Fuller,
1, O, Morgan, J. W. Bold, H, 15,[C. M. Y] Bold, R, M, Fuller, se, HL M, FFul-
lor, 1L {M.] Zealy, | Philip| P.Murray, 8. I Blount, 8, F. Barnwoll, M, W,
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I'ripp, J. 8. Gibbes, William Thompson, Thomas 3. Catherwood, Clharlen
I1.] Willeox, and J. E. Ohaplin showeth unto your honor that a libel has
been oxhibited and filed- in your honorable court against the ship
Ao B Thompson, captured on tho high seas by the Contederato steamer
Ludy Davis, Lieutenant ’clot communding, and a monition has been
issued citing all who have or pretend to have any right, title, claim,
interest, property, or demand whatsoever in, to, or out of the said ship,
to be and appear before your honorable court on Monday, the 24th day
of June, anno Domini 1861,

And the potition further showeth that the said Stephen Elliott, jr.,
being a captain, the said B, W. Slowman and R. M, Fuller, jr,, being
sergoants, and the rest of your petitioners being privates in the Deau-
fort Artillery, a company in the military service of' the State of South
Caroling, and stationed in garrison af TPort Littleton, a military post
near Beaufort in tho said State, do cluim an interest in the said cap-
tured ship A, B, Thompson, as joint captors thereof, under the follow-
ing civeumstances, to wit: f'hat on the morning of the 18th of May,
AL D86, Lientenant Pelot, commanding the Lady Davis, ealled upon
the said Captain Llliott and vequested him to bring on board of thoe
Lady Davis a detachment of his men and accompany him outside of the
har, to which request. Captain Flliott assented, but that the weather
proving unfavorable the expedition was abandoned and Captain Elliott
and his detachment landed at the fort with the understanding that
their servicos would be rveqguived the following day. That on the fol-
lowing day, the 19th ot May, A. D, 1861, Licutenant Pelot ealled wipon
Captain Elliott and took him, two sergeants, and sixteon privates, Loing
your pstitioners, completely armed, and also took Captain Ellioti’s boat
in tow and proceeded across Port Royal har.  About 8 miles beyond
tho bary the Lady Davis hailed tho ship 4. B, Thompsgon, and at the
suggestion off Captain lliott, Licutenant Pelot ordered her to he
hoarded.,  Licutenant Stoekton, of the Lady Davis, then boarded the
ship from Oaptain Elliott’s bouat, accompanied by Captain Illiott and
one of the detachment from 1Fort Littloton, who wayg stationed at tho
signal halyards to cut them in easo of foul play,  After somo convorsa-
tion with the eaptain the boarding party returned to the Lady Davis
and Lientenant Stockton went on board, soon after whiceh Liocutonant
'clot, coming to the side of his vessel, asked Captain Kottt whethor
he would take the Thompson to Charleston, to which Oaptain Elliott
replicd that ho deemed such an attempt injudicions in view of the
blockade then existing at that port.  Lioutenant Pelot then asked
whether Captain Elliott,. would take the Thompson to Port Royal,
to which he conrented.  Licutenant. Stockton and Captain Elliott
then returned to the ship A, B, Thompson, taking with thom Pri-
vatey R M, I'uller, J. 15, Chaplin, and M. W, Iripp, who guarded
the hatehway, while the master of tho ship was sent to the Lady Davis
and the boat then returned bringing Sergeant. B, W, Slowman, Privaies
i, I-l.l(_'-.M.l’ Bold, J. W, Bold, [1, ;. Morgan, 1M, Fuller, 11, [ M. | Zouly,
C. (L] Willeox, and threo or four of the erew of the Lady Davis,
Licutenant, Stockton then placed the vessel under the command of
Captain Elliott, who gavae tho courses to the helmaman and the neces.
savy ordors,  After passing the shoals at the mouth of the harbor, the
Lady Dapis hailed the ship and directed it to follow in her wake,
but finding that this direction brought the ship into shallow water,
where sho struck and ran great danger of finnlly stranding, Captajn
Elliott changed her courss and brought her to Bewufort,
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Whoerefore your petitioners pray that your honor will appoint o day
when they may intervene in behalf of theiv interests and oxhibit (o
your honor the proots thereol,

W, HENRY T'RESCOT,
Proctor for Petitioners.
Mon. A, G MAaraTn,
Judge of the District Court,

Testimony of Lieutenant Edward C. Stockton.

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA,
South Caroline District, in admiralty :
CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERIOAN (
[ .
S A, B TioMpeson, \

Lientenant Enwarnp C.SToCKPToN, & withess produced and examined
in behaltf of the elnimants, Stephen Elliott, jr., and others, being duly
sworn deposes:

That he is now a licutenant in the Marino Corps of the Confederate
States, but that he held o commission as licutenant in tho Navy only
from the State of South Carolina at the timo of the eapturo of tho
Thompson ; that doponent was in command of the steamer Lady Davis
whilo s8ho was owned by the State of South Caroling, and under the
orders of the governor of South Carolini as part of tho coast polico off
tho State, until about a week betore the eapture, when Licutenant
Thomas . Pelot, of' tha O, 3. Navy, took command of her, by the diree-
tionof the governor.,  Daponent ecamo to Charleston on I'viday, the 17th
of May, and had an interview with Commodore 'I'attnally G, S, Navy,
in which ho learned that the Lady Daris was under the ordory of Cfom-
modore Tattnall as a part of the C. 8, Navy, and that Lieutenant Pelot
had been ovdered by thoe Scerctary of the Navy to tho Lady Daris, aud
that he, deoponent, then had an interview with the governor, who
informed deponent that hoe had nothing to do with the Lady Daris, as
sho had been turned over to the Confederate States, but that, asorders
had been sent to Lioutenant Pelot to come to Charleston, ho desired
doponent to keep command of the Lady Daris until Pelot could roturn
to hor,  Doponent returned to Beaufort on Saturday night and found
Lientenant Pelot in commund of tha Lady Davis. Tho noext day, Sun
day, 19th May, tho Lady Davis went out in semreh off the LN, brig
Perry, and while eruising about. fell in with and eaptured tho . 1
Thompson.  Deponont has read carefully the petition and elaim of Cap-
tain Stoephen Elliott, jr., and admits that. the taets stafed by him which
are within deponent’s Enowledgo ave truly and aceurately set forth,
except that when they went on board the Thompson, Caplain Elliott
did not take command of her. Deponent. was in command, and gave
the neeessary orders for suiling the ship, but Capfain Elliott, acted oy
pilot and directed the conrses ol the vessely, and by his familiarity with
tho bar was of most, essential servieo in bringing the ship in safely;
in fuet, but for Captain Eliot’s knowledgoe the ship would probably
havo gone ashore, as thero was no one else on bonrd who knew the bar,
The numes stated in thoe potition are not known to deponont, but
deponent requestad Gaptain Klliott to fwrnish him with o list of his
men, a8 doponent. considered that they would be entitled to share in
tho prize monsy, and deponent. has no doubt that the list is correct,
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Deponent also thinks that the statement in the potition with regard to
the convevsation between Lieutenant Pelot and Captain Flliott on the
Saturday preceding the eapture is correct, from what he has heard
from Lieutenant I’clot.

Deponent further states that there wero on board of the Lady Dauvis
at the time of the capture of the Thompson, the following oflicers:
Licutenant Thomas P, ’elot, O. 8. Navy, commanding; deponeut, lieu-
tenant in South Carolina Nuvv, second iu command; James Pelot,
assistant surgeon, of State of South Carolina; Mulnhlpuwn Thomas
and Walker, also of the State service; also two engineers, Geddes and
Yates, appointed by the State; one tslnps steward, three quartermas-
ters, and no extra petty officers, and, as well as deponent remembers,
twenty seamen, firemen, and coal beavers; but this will appear by the
log book of the Lad_/ I)ums.

I)c.ponont, further says that the Lady Davis is about 250 tons burden,
and the Thompson is about 980 tons, and the number of the erew on the
Thompson was about twenty-three,

Deponent. further states that in his opinion the soldiers under the
command of Captain Elliott did duty on this occasion as marines,

I, O, STOCKTON,
Liewtenant, €', 8. Marines.
Sworn to before moe this 20th June, 1861,
R, C. GILOnRISYT,
. N, Commissioner,

Deponoent, wishes to add to his testimony written above that Captain
Flliott went on the steamer Lady Daris ot the invitation of' Lieutenant.
Pelot, and it was not at the request, of Lioutenant. elot.

.. (1 STOOKTON,
C. N Marines,

Testinmony of Lieutonant Thomas P. Pelot.

Licutenant Tnomas P, Prrotr, C. |5, Navy, being duly sworn, snys:
Fixamined by Mr, TrEscor:

[ was in command of the steamer Lady Daris at the time of tho cap-
ture of tho ship A. B, Thompson. 'The crew consisted of twonty-threo
ieny, myselfy and the officers who were with me.  Licutenant Stockton,
Surgeon I’ elot y Midshipmen WalkorandThomas, Chief Engineor Geddes,
Ansistant ]ung,mu-l Yates, Pilot Murray, were the ofticers. Weo liko-
wize had Captain Elliott, of the Beaufort Volunteer Artillery, and about
lilteen ov twenty of his men.  On Saturday, the 18th of May, L went to
seo Captain Elliott at his residencey, and asked him to go ou board the
Lady Pavis as a piloty to which he agreed.  On our way (o the boat to
ombark he asked it T would allow some of his company to go on board,
to which I consented, limiting the number to a dozen, and promised to
call at tho fort for them,  On the samao day, with these persons on board,
we pm(-ocdod to the bar, but, in consequenco of the llm-monmgumwm
nneo ot the weather, wo eturned and landed the members of the Beau-
fort, Volunteers. ,.lptmn Elliott asked me to eall on the following
day, as I told him I was going out, and receive him and a part of his
company on bhoard, which in courtesy 1 accepted.  On tho following
day (Sunday, thoe l‘)th) wo proceeded over the bar,  'We saw the A, B,
’Ilmmpmm nml\mg sail in the ofling, \hlll(]lng‘ to the northward, We
approached hor, ordered her to show her colors and heave to.  Ordered
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Lieutenant Stockton to board her and examine her. Lieutenant Stock-
ton returned and reported that the ship was the American ship A, B,
Thompson, of Maine, cleaved at the port of Savannah by the deputy
collector. Ordered Lieutenant Stockton to tuke a prize crow trom the
men of the Lady Davis and takes charge ot her. Requested Oapbtain
Elliott to pilot the ship into I’ort Royal, which request he acceded to.
Oaptain Elliott went on hoard the ship in the capacity of pilot at my
request.  When we took Captain Elliott and his men on board we took
their boat in tow at the same time.  When Licutenant Stock ton boarded
the ship, I think he boarded her in Captain Elliott’s boat, or rather the
boat in which they cameo on board. When Licutenant Stockton st
went on board he was accompanied by Captain Llliott, but not at my
request. 1 ordered Lisutenant Stockton to man the bout, but did not
specity what men weve to go on hoard. Thers wers somo of Oaptain
Iilliott’s men in the boat,  After Lieutonant Stoekton returned to the
Lady Davis and reported, I requested Captain Llliott to pilot the ship
into Beaufort, but do not remember the details of the conversation, |
had o pilot of my own on board, whom I retained to pilot the Lady Davis,
Licutenant Stockton then returned to the ship, taking Oaptain Elliott
and somo of his men with him,  When Licutenant Stockton returned,
he sent the captain and oMeers of the Thompson and her papers back
to the Lady Davis by my orders.  The prize erew was then sent back to
the ship, 1 detailed that crew (1 think there were six), consisting of
the men of the Lady Davis.  Yomo of the men of Captain Elliott's com-
pany accompnniced tho prize erow; they asked my permission to do so,
and I granted it, having no right to detain them, I think t(hay wers
all armed. 1 know nothing of what took place on board of the shiy
after Lieutenant Stockton took charge of her. While wo were going
into port I ovdered Licutenant Stockton to give mo a hnwser to tow the
ship, which I afterwards countormanded, 1 ordered Licutenant Stock-
ton to follow in onr wake, 1 ordered Lientenant Stockton to eross the
bar under topsails. A portion of the way she followed in our walka,
Lisutenant, Stockton asked permission to bring tho ship in without
regard to my previous orders, as he had been advised Lo do 8o, T'he
Lady Davig and prize went in company to the town of Beaufovt, I'he
prize crow remained on board the ship until sunset,  Lioutonant Stoek-
ton eame on shore about that timo and said that he had left a party off
Captain Elliott’s men in charge of the ship. 1 requested Captain Illiott.
to retain a guard on hoard the vessel, They have been in chargo of
the ship until o fow days ago. Thoe twenty-three men on board the
Lady Davix allowed mo only six men to send on hoard the ship as a prize
crew.  When L invited Captain Elliott to go with mo on the 18th, it
was with the intention of attacking the Perry, an armed vossel of the
U. 8. Navy. The objeet of the expedition on the 19th was the smme,
I never had any conversation with Captain Liliott about a list of the
mon who aecompanied him,

Oross-oxamiinod by Mr, MiLes:

I took command ol the Lady Daeis on the 10th or 11th of May, by
order of Governor Pickens, 1 then had my commission from the Con
federato States, I had orders from Governor Pickens to report to Gom.
modore Tattnall, who was in command of this division, 1 considered
thut the Lady Davis was thon in the Gonfedorato service. The engineer
may have beon in the Qonfederato servico; nono of' the others were.
The crew was reenlisted into the Contederato service the day after the
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capture.  The oflicoers of the State were then dismissed botweon that
and the 1st. The Lady Dueis had & 24-pound howitzer and a rvitle can-
non; they both belonged to the State. The howitzer was turned over
to the Oonfederate service; the vitle eannon still belongs to the State.
The Lady Davis is now at Beauforr, under the command of [Lieutenant
Rutledge, '

I considered the men of Captain Elliott’s company as my guests,
Captain Iilliott was absolutely necessary to me, beeauso I did not have
my pilot, but the men were not neeessary to me. | intended to fight
tha Perry at a long range with my ritle cannon. 1 had no idea of
coming within range of her guns, 1 had no intention of hoarding her,
and marines would have been of no use to me. My pilot had returned
tho following day; I therefore did not ask Oaptain Elliott to go with
me, but he asked we to call for him, which I agreed to do, and also to
take some of his men, I did not need or deosive their assistance; I
gave no command to Oaptain ISlliott or any of his mcn. DBefore the
capture, Captain Idlliott was on my boat as guest; after the capture
ho was on tho prize as pilot.  'I'he men were the wholo time as guests,

All my ordors were given to Lioutenant Stockton and Midshipman
Walker. Oaptain Iilliott did not c¢laim to me to participatein tho prize
money resulting from the capture either at thoe time or after the capture.
I considered that he was entitled to vemuneration for his services as
pilot, but his men wero entitled to nothing, unless Licutenant Stockton
had used any of them in the same eapacity. T'ho Lady Daris was 260
tons; tho prize ship about 998 tons,  After taking out the prize crow,
I had men enough on board the Davis to perform all the necessary
duties, and tho men [ put on board were suflicient, under the cireum-
stancos, to man the prize. The erew of tho ship assisted in working
her ing thore was no resistanco oflfered. I first knew of the elaim of
Captain Elliott through the publication in the Courier a few days ago,
I received my orders from the Seerctary of the Navy to go on board
the Lady Davis on the 18th of May.

Tnos, P. Prror,
Licutenant, ¢'. S, Nary,

Sworn to beforo me this 3d July, 1861,
R, €, GrLoirrisy,
.S Commissioner,

Tostimony of Willinm W. Wlhite.

Winniay W, Wirrs being duly sworn, says:
Exumined by Mr, T'REscor:

I am cleri: and bookkeoper in the State treasnry of South Caroling,
The prymentof the Govoernment of the Confaderate States to the State
of Mouth Caroling for tho steamer Lady Davis was madoe on the Tth of
May, 1861, in a check for 32,000, which check passed through my
hands,

War, W Wi,

Sworn to hefore me this 3d July, 1861,

R. C. GiLonrisy,
C. N, Commissioner,
N W R—VOl, H——0oI2
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Testimony nf Robert M. Fuller.
RongEr? M, I'ULLER, boing duly sworn, says:

Examined by Mr, TRESOOT:

I am & member of the Beaufort Volunteer Artillery, now in the serv-
ice of the Confederate States. In May last 1 was in the service of the
State,and employed in gerrison dutyin IFort Littloton, I was oneof tho
detachment of the company on boardof the Lady Davis., The listof tho
company as read to me is a true list of the company composing such
detachment, as far as I can remember. I weut on board of the Lady
Davis on Saturday; we all went on armed and took our own rations
with us. We returned that same afternoon, and the next day the
steamer roturned for us and took us on board. I was not one of those
who boarded the Thompson for the examination ot her papers, I went
the second trip of the bout when a transfer of her officers was made,
The party on hoard the boat was composed of gailors who rowed the
boat, but did not go on board the ship. Lieutenant Stockton, Captain
Elliott, Mr. Iripp, Mr. Ohaplin, and myselt, and perhaps Midshipmun
Walker, went on bourd the ship. Regular posts were assigned to us;
we wero all stationed by the hatchway, armed with cutlasses and pis.
tols; we wore tho only armed persons on board. The officers were then
transforred to tho Lady Davis. Midshipman Walker, I beliove, went
in the boat with the oflicors and steered the boat. When the bhoat
roturnced it brought back some threo or four of the crew of the Lady
Davis and a further detanchment of our company. 'T'he sailors of tho
Lady Davig woroe armod with cutlasses nnd pistols; our muskets were
brought to us from the Lady Davis, and we wore regularly stationed in
various points about the ship, When wo woent on hoard our detuch-
mont nunderstood that we wore to take part in whatever service might.
be on hand, and on this account we took our arms along with us, 1
know nothing of tho convarsation which took pluce hetween Captain
Elliott and Lioutonant Pelot,  Lioutonant Pelot extonded aninvitation
to the dotachmoent while they wore on the steamor on Saturday, to
accompany the steamor the next dany., We wore stationed over the
ship at various polnts by Gaptain Elliott,

Cross-oxamined by Mr, MiLxrs:

I am a private in the Beuufort Volunteors, 1 acted under Capiain
Elliott's ordern,  Lioutenant PPelot did give some ordera.  When wa
wero golng to the ship Lioutonant Pelot ohjected to soma one or two,
mysoll purtienlarly, that were going in the bout, thinking, 1 supposed,
that the borl was overlonded.  He gaveother ovders with regard to the
part ot the Lady Davis wo wore to oscupy.  'The Thompson was roally
under the command of Ouptain Bllott; Lientonant Stoskton was only
his mouthpiece, to issue the orders to the erow, as 1 undorstood it,
The ship was worked entirely by her own erow, aud the detiechmoent. of
the company amd the qul{/ Davis's erow did the samae servieo, viz, keap.
ing gunrd over the vessel and erow gonornlly,  'The erew of the ship
soomad fo work very cheerfully; there was no resistanee,  The men-
bors of our compuny were all gentlomoen of Beanfort,

In reply by Mr, 'I'RERCOT:

When wo eamao in slght. off the Thompson wo wore assigned positions
on board the Lady Davis by Oaptain Kliott,

R. M. FunLER,

HBworn to hefore mo this 8th July, 1861,

R. O, QiLouinT,
(. 8. Commissioner,
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Report of Flag-Oflicer Stringham, U. S, Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, regarding the seizure of KEnglish bark Hiawatha,

U. S, 8. MINNESOTA,
Iampton Roads, May 20, 1861,
Sik: The bark Hiawweatha, an English vessel, was seized this morning,
She oflers the excuse that they did not hear of the blockade except
within lt.lm time allowed by a liberal coustruction of the terms of the
hlockade,
I am far from being satisfied with this vessel’s presenting a state of
faets warranting wmwe in allowing her to pass out with her cargo.
The captain’s remark of high freights is the true solution of the
delay. 1 have ordered her to New York to await judicial investigation,
I hope this will meet your approbation.
Respeettully, your obedient servant,
S, 1 STRINGHAM,
Senior Flag-Oflicer Blockading Squadyon,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Neerelary Nary.

Order of the Scevetary of the Navy to Commander Lee, U0 S, Navy, com-
manding U, N, ship Vandaliu, to veport for duty in the West India
Nyquadron,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 20, 1861,
Sik: As soon as the necessary vepaira upon the U, 33, sloop of war

Vandalia ave completed, you will proceed with her to Hampton Roads,

\irgininy and report to Flag-Otlicer Pendergrast, commanding West,

Indin Squadron, tor duty.

I am, respeetfully, yom obedient =ervant,
GIDEoON WELLES,
Commander S, Puinnies Ley,
Commanding U, S, Sloop of War Vandalia, New York,

Beport of Flag-Oflicer Pendergrast, U'. S, Narvy, commanding West India
Nquadron, regarding administration of” oaths of allegianee.

U. S, FrAaGsime CUMBERLAND,
o Fortress Monroo, Va., May 20, 1561,
Sik: 1 have the honor to inform the Departinent that 1 yesteriday
administered the oath of allegiance to the officers and erew of” thisslnp,
They all took the eath, with the exception of three ofticers, who are
abzsent on duty.
The onths Rigned by the otticers me hervewith enclosed,
The three ofiears absent will he sworn on their return to the ship,
I have the honor to be, siv, very vespeettully, your obedient xeryvant,
God PENDERGRAUT,
Flag Oftieer, Commanding West India Squadyon,
Hon, GrproNx WeLLes,
Neevetary of the Navy, Washkington, D, .
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Report of Flag- Oflicer Stringham, U, S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, regarding transportation o the North of fumilics
of refugees.

U. S. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 21, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that, i.v compliance
with your instructions of May 11, 1861, containing a copy of petition
to the I’resident of the United States from certain persons, former resi-
dents of Norfolk and Portsmouth, Va., that I immediately sent Oom-
mander A. Ludlow Case with o flng of trucoe to Nortolk, who had an
interview with the military authorities, who promised to forward the
objects of the flag. In compliance with which promise, the enclosed
advertisement was made, and yesterday a steamer from Norfolk, in
charge of the late Commander Thomas T, Hunter, of the Navy, deliv-
ered on board the steamer Keystone State between 75 and 100 women
and children, The steamer would have proceeded immediately to sea,
except for a heavy gale then blowing, and which yot continues from
the northeast.

She will proceed to New York as soon as the wind subsides. The
steamer Star [Monticello| has again been fired on from the rebel Dat-
terics this morning. I think 1 wnll send up the Cumberland and prevent
tho completion of this battory.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. . STRINGHAM,
Senior Flag-Officer Blockading Squadron,
IHon, GIDEON W ELLRES,
Seeretary Nary.

[ Fnelosure. |

Special notice.

To-day a steamer will leave the railroad wharf, Portsmonth, under a
flag of truce, to visit the FFederal fleet oft' Old Point Comfort, for the
purpose of taking to that placoe all women and children who may wish
to join their Northern friends.

The boat 'sill start at 12 m., and dll desirous of leaving will please
report themselves on board before that time,

The families of the following persons have already permission to leave
in the steamor: James Hepenstall, I, ‘I'. Barnard, J. Lucas, George
Richard Boush, John Harbonner, Jos, D. Knapp, Thomas Nelson,
RRobert Gill, John Butler, W. 1. Lewis, James H. Hardwick.

By order of the commander in chief:

Tnomas T. HUNTER,
Commuander, Virginia Navy.

Instructions of the Secretary of the Navy to Flay-Officer Stringham, U. S.
Nary, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding cstab-
lishment of an efficient blockade.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, May 24, 1861.
Srr: Your dispatches numbered from 1 to 10, inclusive, h.we been
received,
The Department would nnprnsq upon you the necessity of a rigid
blockade of the port of Charleston, and trusts that no effort will be
sparcd to make it eftective,
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The Niagara was ordered to that duty, but important information as
to large shipmeuts of arms to New Orleans and Mobile imposed upon
the Department the necessity of changing her destination to the Gulf,
To supply her place until further disposition could be made, the Depart-
ment on the 8th instant ordered that the Harrict Lane should perform
that service, uunless you made other eflicient arrangewments,

It is rumored that the Niagara has left her station ofl the port of
Charleston, and that the blockade is not oflective. Trusting that such
is not the case, but informing you of the report, the Department would
impross upon you the necessity ot” dispatching, it you have not already
done so, o suflicient force to close the harbor of Charleston, and there
should be no letting up of the blockade at that, nor indeed at any
other point. ‘

It is desirable that Savannah should also bo blockaded, and the force
at your disposal already is believed to be suflicient for that purpose.
As soon as possible an interdiction of all intercourse with the States
in insurrection sbould be instituted and established and every port
effectually closed, 'This is a primary object, and our naval force should
not. be delayed from its execution or diverted to any other purpose. I
take it for granted that the Minnesote will not have left Hampton Roads
hefore the receipt ot this dispatch, but as carly thereafter as in your
judgment the circumstances will wariant it is desirable that the force
which can be spared from the Chesapeake should bhe set before the
other ports on the coasi, and especially before the two important ones
indicated.

In o few days the Wabash will join your command and perform duty
wherever you shall direct. A list of sixteen vessels to constitute w part
of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron has already been transmitted to
you. Qthers of our public vessels, as soon as they can be got in readi-
ness, will join you, not only thosoe repairing at the yards, but others
roturning from foreign stations.

Oommodore Pendergrast will for the present remain at his station
with the (umberland while you are absent with the Minnesota, and will
have, in addition to such other vessel or vessels as you may order,
Ward’s flotilla to carry out his command. The arrival of' the Freeborn
of this flotilla will enable you to send the Dawn on more effective sery-
ice.  Under no circumstances should the blockade once established be
raised,

To your judgment and discretion the Department confides the duty
of establishing the blockade,

Before your arrival on your station special instructions were, from
the necessity of the ease. given to such vessels as were dispatched to
check the ingurgents and earry out the purposes of the Government in
closing the ports. ‘These commanders had general instructions to cap-
ture privateers, vesscls having arms, munitions, or articles contraband
of war,or which were sailing under any authority or pretended authority
not. known or recognized by the United States.

Itach and all of these vessels from the Chesapeake to Key West,
whatever may have been their previous general orders, are subject to
your command,

The importance of your movements and the great interests involved
to the Government and councry will render frequent and detailed
reports from you necessary.

[ am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(1DEON WELLES,

Flag-Ofticer 8. Il. STRINGHAM,

Comdyg. Atlantio Blookading Syuadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia,
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Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, regarding disposition of vessels of his command,

U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 23, 1861,

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledgo receipt of your letter of May
17, with list of vessels to compose the Atlantic Rlockading Squadron.

As scon as the Wabash arrives I shall send her oftt Charleston.

- Not being acquainted with the force or character of the other vessels,
except as follows, I can not now say the exact disposition I shall mako
of them,

Brig Perry will leave immediately for the coast of Iflorida,

IHarriet Lane [is] very serviceablo for the Chesapeake.  She can not
carry coal except for a few days,

Deaion [is] very good for blockading York River.

Monticello [is]lnow engaged in blockading James and Elizabeth rivers,
ander command of Oaptain Henry Lagle. A most eflicient vessel.

Union [has] not arrived; can not speak of her.

Reliance is about tho size of a frigato launch., She could not go into
the Ohesapeako Bay with the wind wo have had last day or two,

Resolute, a sister vessel, I amm informed, to the RKeliance.

Daylight, Mount Vernon, Penguin, and Albatross have not arrived,
I can not, therefore, speak of themn, and ean only repeat that nothing
shall be wanting on my part with the vessels. The Department has
assigned meo to keep as strict o blockade as possible on the Atlantic
const.

Iam glad to hear the Department has purchased the Yankee. She
is sorviceable here, only requiring to have metal on her to protect tfrom
worms,

I again ceall the attention of the Department to the Quaker City.  She
is & most efticient steemor and is doing excellent service in hoarding
everything at Cape lienry. 1 hope sho will be retained here, though 1
think 8500 or %G00 per diem will be fuir allowance,

1 also acknowledge recoipt of your favor of May 18, 1 have and
shall continue te give full protection to all ¢lniming sheltor ot the
American flag,

1shall exercise my bhest judgment in reference to disposition of prizes
which I may fake. This hid led mo to send tho vessels thus tar to
Philadelphin and New York, which I shall continue, unless otherwiso
advised, except in case of small vessels, which I may send to Washing-
ton, not belng willing to trust them to sca.

I shall bo most happy to communiento and cooperate with Major-
General Butler on his arrival here.  Sinco commencemeont. of the above
letter the Union has arrived,

Respectlully, your obedient sorvant,
S. H, STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officery Atlantio Blockading Squadron.
Hon, GIDEON WELLESN,
Secretary of Navy.,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Offtcer Stringham, U, S, Nuvy,
commanding Allantiv Blockading Squadron, tranamitting correapond-
enoe in tho case of captured steamer Uncle Ben.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 23, 1861.
Brr: Herewith you will raceive n copy of u letter of the Seorelary of
State, dated the 20th instant |ultimo], and also copios of the letters
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therein referred to, concerning the seizure and detention of the steamer
Uncle Ben, at Wilmington, N, O.

You will be pleased to carry out, as far as may be expedient, the
recommendation of the Secretary of State in the premises,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GiproN WELLES,
Flag-Oflicar 8, H, STRINGHAM,
Hampton Roads, Virginia,

[ Fnaloanrn |

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, April 29, 1861,
Sir: I have the honor to submit for your consideration the accom-
panying letter, addressed by Messrs, Johnson & Higgins, of New
York, to tho Secretary of War, and by him referred to this Depart.
mont, and to suggest the propriety of instructing the oflicer in com.
mand of our blockading squadron to use exertions for the relief of the
persons referred to in the communication of Messrs, Johnson & Hig-
ging, I enclose s transcript of my reply to the Seerctary of War,
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WinLiam H, Sewarn,
Hon, GinEoN WELLES,
Necretary of the Navy.

[Subonelosnres. |

OFFIOR oF JOHNSON & HIGGINS,
AVERAGE ADJUSTERS AND INSURANCE BROKERS,
No. 89 Wall Street, Newo York, April 25, 1861,

DEAR Sir: Our steam tug, the Uncle I3en, was chartered by the
Government in connection with the Yankee, in which boat we are also
interested, through Mr. Russcll Sturgis, of this city, to accompany the
expedition to reenforce I'ort Sumter.

Through the constant succession of adverse gales which prevailed at
the time, we now learn that she was compelled to put into Wilmington,
N. O, for coal; and by Mr. Whitlock, ot the firin of Jones, Neilson &
Whitlock, of tilis c¢ity, who has just arrived from that place, we are
informed that the vessel was seized there by n mob, and that after
tomporarily confining them in the cabin, the ofticers and crew have
been since thrown into prison, and from the increasing venom on the
part of those people ngainst N’ortheruers, and their knowledge that the
boat was employed in the service named, we cntertain serious appre-
hensions of the safety of thoe lives of the men. We beg that you will
tuke the subject into serious and immediate consideration and devise
some plan for their relief.

Very respectfully,
JOHUNSON & [I1GGINS,

Hon, SIMON OAMERON,

Seoretary of War, Washington,

DEPARTMEN' OF 3TATF,
Washingter, Asrél 29, 1861,
SiR: [ have submitted to the President the letter addressed to you
on the 26th instant by Messrs. Johnson & Higgius, and which you
roferred to this Department,
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He feels a deop concern for the brave and patriotic persons to whom
it relates, and will submit to the Secretary of the Navy the propriety
of instructing the officer having charge of the blockading squadron to
intervene in any way he can for their relief.

I @, sir, your obedient servant,
W. IL. SEWARD,

Hon, S1Mon CAMERON,

Seeretary of War.

Report of Flag-Oflicer Stringham, 1. S. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, regarding disposition of vessels and requirements
Jor an cfficient blockade.

U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 24, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
instructions of May 21, 1861,

From the tenor of this dispatch Iinfer you expected the Minneseta
was or ought tobe at sea. Under this impression I shall sail to-morrow
morning for Oharleston, leaving directions for those vessels on the list
which you furnished me, and which have not yet arrived, to follow in
the same direction as soon as they shall report here,

The Wabash is a vessel well qualiied, The Albatross, Penguin, Day-
light, and Mount Vernon I have not seen and can not therefore say
what qualities they possess for blockading at sea, but I must in all
candor say to the Department that the Thomas Freeborn, Reliance, and
Resolute are untit in any respect to go and be employed on the Atlantic
coast, and hardly fit for the Ohesapeake. I have sent Oaptain Ward
with these three vessels to the Potomae and down the Chesapeake as
far as the Rappahannock to prevent any and all communication from
Virginia to Maryland.

The Dawn being quite a small vessel, 1 do not think she can ho
better employed than at York River and thercabouts,

The Union has been ordered and is now on her way to Savannah;
also the erry is on her way to Florida, off 8t, Mary's River.,

The Monticello is well employed in preventing all communieation
from James River to the klizabeth, and rendy here for other service
when needed,

The Harriet Lanc is oft Charleston, The Cumberland 1 leave here,
This disposes of all the vessels of which | have any information, A
day or two after my srrival the Pocahontas ¢ame here and informed me
she was blockading offt the mouth of the Ra )mlmnnock. I have
learned from Captain Ward, who is direct from Washington, that this
lust-named steamer i now at Washington, whither she has gono
without orders or even iy knowledge until now,

With this report the Depurtment will see there is but one vessel for
Florida, and none on the coust ot North Oarolina,

I wonuld respectfully state to the Department that in my judgmont
to make the blockade of the Atluntie coust. parfect und strict, 1 require
al, least from twelve to fifteon mores oMelent and sengolng vessols,
Bteamers are preferiable, or steamers in connoction with salling vossals,
frigates, or sloops of wir,

I would respectinlly state that in my judgment. there Ix required at
Jeast from four to five vessels for the connt of Florlda, four or five on
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the coast of Georgia, four or five on the coast of South Carolina, and
the same number on the coast of North Carolina, and the Ohesapeake
will require at least four or ive more. The cruising ground which you
have assigned me is very extensive, from 900 to 1,000 miles. I shall,
nevertheless, do with the means I now have all that I possibly can to
carry into eflect the blockade.

'In your letter of May 18, you wish me to communicate and cooperate
with Major-General B. FF, Butler. [ havemet with him since his arrival
and we have communicated together about affairs in this neighborhood.
I have just called upon him to say that I leave to-morrow, which he
regrets very much, as he wishes the services of the vessels in the
movement which he contemplates making,

Respectiully, your obedient servant,
3. H. STRINGHAM,
Flay-Opicer, Atluntic Blockading Squadron,
Hon, GinkoN WELLES,
Necretary of Navy.

Letter from Flag-Officer Stringham, U, 8. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, to Commaodore Paunlding, U, S. Navy, regarding
cxristing conditions of” his command,

U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 24, 1861,

Drar UoMMoboRrE: I have received your esteemed [favor] of 21st
May. In answer, 1 shall flrst inform you that 1 sail to-morrow for
Charleston to comply with the general dosire which seems to prevail
that I should be there, although ordered to the Chesapeake by tho
Department, as I supposed to arrange and station the blockading
squadron, When 1 }m't. Boston, 1 did not know n single vessel that
would composo the fleot, excopt tho Minnesota.

On my arrival here, | found the Cumberland and Harviet Lane. The
Montieello was at York River, blockading there. The Dawn first
arrived,  After I put her in proper condition, she appearing from the
requests and requisitions made by hor commander to be in want. of
most everything, I ordered her to relicve the Monticello, and ordored
the Monticello to tukoe the statlon of the NHarriet Lane, | having received
orders to send the lntter to Ghiarleston, where sho is at prosent,

Then eames the Perry, short of offleers, 1 had to dotnin her o fow
days for her purser, occupled in the interval with sapplying her many
withts, Bhe is now on hor way to Florida.

Naxt camao the flotilla of Guptain Ward, 1 shonld liko to have yon
sea them, that 1 might have your opinion of their qualition for blook-
ading; two of tham certainly not m‘uuling In mnfoly or anpasity o line.
of-battle ship's launch, and the Thomas Freeborn, the commandor’s
versel, with guards T observed today nbout 1 foot. from the water's
edpo, I hoave sont them to-day to guard the Potomne and pravent sll
interconrse hotween Vieginin and Maryland,

Noxt comen the Unfon, n long, low steamor, and quite o niee looking
verssel, rnthor In distross from dofostive magazine, 1 hurvlod hov oft to
Suvannah, and aftor Ulepvoe in thoe morning, I lonve bohind tho Cum.
hertand and the Monticollo 1o do duty st thin point. When 1 sludl seo
the othor vessold montionad 1 ann not now nny, but will give you wmy
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opinion that, with the addition of twelve or fifteen more good vessels,
of these threoc or four frigates, for oftshore cruising, and steamers inshore,
I might make a strict blockade.

As you will no doubt remember, the coast from Key West to the
Chesapeake is from 900 to 1,000 miles.

If you can have the vessels sent me I shall be much gratified. At
the same time I will suggest that the better arrangement for the com-
mander of such a squadron would be at some point where the vessels
can communicate to him and receive instructions for eruising, ete.,
from time to time, until ho gets them fairly located according to their
adaptation for the services required of them, when he could eruise him-
self with more propricty and keep o general supervision of the block-
ade. ‘

Yery respeetfully, your ohedient servant,
S, L STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
Commodore 11, PAULDING.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Licutenant Sartori, U, S. Navy
commanding U. S. S. Flag, to proceed to duty in Atlantic Blockading
Squadron.

NAvY DErARTMENT, May 21, 1861,

Sir: In consequence of the steamer Flag not being coppered, she will
form a part of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Therefore, instead of proceeding with her to the Gulf, as instructed
on the 17th instant, you will stop at Iampton Roads. Not fiuding
instructions there from IFlag-Officer Stringham for your guidance, yon
will continue your course to Oharleston, and remain oft' that port until
otherwise dircected by the Department or the tlng-oflicer of thoe Atlantic
Blockading Squadron,

I am, respectfully, your obediont servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Lieutenant, L. O, SARTORI,

Uommanding U7, 8. 8. Flay, Philadelphia,

Letter from the Secrctary of the Navy to Flag-Oficer Stringham, U. 8,
Navy, commanding Atlantic Bloskading Syuadron, regarding U. S. 8.
Hlay.

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, May 24, 1861,

Sir: The steamer Flag, now at Philadelphbia, will form a part of the
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Her commanding ofticor, Lientenant
L. O. Sartori, has been directed to proceed with her to llampton Rosuls,
and in the event of not finding instructions there from you, to continue
to Charleston, 8. O., and remain oft that port until otherwise ordered
by the Department or the flag-officer of the Atlantic Blockading
Squadron, ’

I am, respectfully, your obediont, servant,
(HhEON WELLES,

Flag-Officer 8, I, STRINGHAM,

Comdy. Atlantio Blockading Squadron, Hlumpton Roads, Virginia,
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Order of Flag-Officer Stringham, 1. S. Nary, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, to Oaptain Van Drunt, U. N. Navy, commanding
U. 8. 8. Minnesota.

U, 8. 8, MINNESOTA,
HHampton Roads, May 24, 1861,
Sir: You will have the Minnesota ready for sea as soon as possible,
and report to me when she is ready.
Respeetfully, your obedient servant,
8. 1L STRINGITAM,
_ Flay-Ofiicer, Atlantic Blockading Nquadron,
QCaptain (i, J. VAN BRUNT,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to I'lag-Oflicer Stringham, U, S, Naoy,
commanding . lantic Blockading  Squadron, to  furnish  duplioate
ingtructions (o prize masters,

NAVY DeprarTMENT, May 24, 1861,
Siz: When prizes are taken and placed in ehargo of prize masters
for conveyance to any prize court, you will furnish the prize master
with duplicate instructions, so that one copy may be deposited with
the elerk of the district court to which the prize may be sent.
I am, respecttully, your obedient. servant,
GIproN WELLER,
Flag-Officer 8, 1, SrRINGHAM,
Comdy, Atlantio Blockading Squadyon, Hampton Roads, Virginia,

Report of Flag-Oflicer Stringham, U, S, Navy, commanding  Allantio
Dlockading Squadron, regarding disposition of” captured vessels Tropio
Wind and ioneer.

U, 8. 8. MINNEHOTA,
Hampton Roadsy, May 25, 1861,

Sire: 1 have the honor to Inform the Department that 1 have released
tho small vessels which were detained prior to the sixteonth day after
instituting striet blockade,

I have sent the Inglish schooner Tropic Wind, eaptured the twonty-
first day after instituting blockade, to Washington,

The bark Pioncer, algo captured after the expiration of full notice—
cargo and vessel owned in Richmond —1 have gent to Now York,

Renpectfully, your obedient. kervant,
S, L STRINGIHAM,
Flag-Ofleery Atlantio Blookading Synadron,
Hon, GIsoN WELLEN,
Neeretary Navy.

Letter from l"la(/-())[]lm'r Stringham, 11, S, Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, to Gononodaore Paulding, U, N, Navy, regarding
chartered steamer Quaker Clty,

U, B, B, MINNEROTA,
Hamptaon Roads, May 26, 1861,

Comonorr: In my letter to you of this data | forgot to mention the
Quaker City, now doing most effective duty nt Oaps Honry,
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I can not say too much for her, She has done and is doing most ofil.
cient service and can not well be spared. Iler charter party expires
to-day. [ hope she will be retunined, either by purchase or otherwise.
If by charter, I think $500 or #600 per diem would he good allowance.

Colonel [ Abram| Duryea’s regiment ot New York Zouaves has just
arrived in steamer from New York,

Respectfully, your obediont servant,
S, H., STRINGIIAM,
Flag-Oficer, Atluntic Blockading Squadron,

Commodore H, PAuLDING, U. 8. Nary.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Acting Maxter Germaing, U, S. Navy, commanding U7, N, N,
Yankee, regarding repairs to that vessel.

U. 8. FrAGsHip OUMBERLAND,
OfF Fortress Menroe, Va., May 25, 1861,

SIR: On yourarrival at Washington you will make known your wishes
to the commandant of the navy yard as regards having the decks of
the Yankee calked, and request him from me to have it done with as
little delay as possible, as your services are much needed at this placoe,

You will return to ]f:unptun Rowds without delay,

Very respcctfully,
(i, J. PENDERGRANT,
Flag-Oflcer, Commanding West India Squadron,

Acting Master GERMAIN,
Yankee,

Letter from Flag-Officer Pondergrasty U/, N, Navy, commanding Weast India
Squadron, (o the Chic/ of Burcaw of Qonstruction and Repair, regard-
ing U/, N, N, Yunkee,

1, N, I'LAdsiir CUMBRRLAND,
Of Fortress Monroey Va,, May 25, 1861,
HiRr: I have sent the stenm tug Yankee to tho navy yard at Wash.
ington to have her decks eatked, and hope you will glve the nocossnry
order for that purpose, as hor servicos aro much neoded at this place,
I desire you slso to setd meo n sloop ot war's mooring swivol for the
ship, and sanything you have to sund ean como by the snmae convoynnee,
Very respectfully, your obedient, sorvant,
. J, PENDRRURANT,
Flag- Ofleer, Commanding West India Synadron,

Joun LENTHALL, Faq.,
Ohief of the Bureaw of' Conatruction and Repuir,

I', H.--The Yankee requires to ba coppoved, and i it enn ha done nt
the Washington yard 1 would like it done without delay,
Gy PRANDRHRURART,
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Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, regarding the steamer Uncle Ben and the capture
of the bark Winfred.

. U.S. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Rouds, May 25, 1861.

Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowladgo receipt of your communication *
ol May 23, in reference to steamer Uncle Ben, captured at Wilmington,

I shall give this matter in charge to Cuptain Eagle, of tho Moenticello,
whom I have ordered to proceed and cruise off Wilmington as soon as
tho Harriet Lane returns, but as North Oarolina has seceded they no
doubt will consider her a lnwful prize,

I have this morning taken possession of bark Winfred, from Rio de
Junciro,owned [in) and loaded for Richmond, Va. I shallsend her direct
to New York, 1havereceived yours of 23d, with enclosed copy of lotter
from Captain MeKean, of the Niagara,

Respeetiully, your obedient servant,
N. 1. STRINGIHAM,
Flag-Oficer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
Hon, GiprEON WELLER,
Seeretary of Navy,

Report of Flag-Ogfteer Pendergrasty, U, 8. Nary, commanding West India
Nquadron, of the sailing from Hampton Roads, Virginia,of’ Flag-Oflicer
Stringham and Commander Ward, U, 8. Navy.

U. 8, FLAasmp QOUMBERLAND,
Of Fortress Monroe, Va,, May 25, 1861,
Sikr: 1 have the honor Lo intorm the Depurtment that Flag-Ofticer
Stringham sandled from hore this day in the U, 8, steam frigate Minne-
sota,  Commander Ward has left here also and gone to the Potomac
with his flotilla.
[ have the honer to be, very respecttully, sir, your obedient. servant,
(1, J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Oficery Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon, GipEON WELLEN,
Neeretary of Navy,

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergraxt, U, 8. Navy, commanding Weat Indin
Squadron, wrging the need of a paymaster and additional midshipmen.

U, 5, 'haasime OUMBRERLAND,
Of° Fortress Monroe, Va,, May 25, 1861,
SiR: | have the honor to inform the Department. that Lieutenant
Croshy arrived hore this morning and reported for duty on bhoard this
ship.
I wonld also agnin respectfully remind the Department that no pay-
muster has arrived, and that it is impossible to do without one much
longor,

' Hm; . 082,
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In consequence of master’s mates heing ordered away with prizes, it
would be very desirable that a few midshipmen be ordered here,
I have the honor to Le, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
G.J. PENDERGRAST,
Commanding West India b‘qumlron
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Neerctary il the Navy.

Order of Flag-Oflicer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Acting Master's Mate Woodstock, U, S. Navy, to take to
H’u#lnnqlvn, D. (., as prizes, schooners General Knoxr and George-
anna.

U. S, FLAGSIIP OUMBERLAND,
Of Fortress Monrve, Va., May 25, 1861,

Sir: You will proceed with the steam tug Yuankee and take the
schooners Gencral Knox and Georgeanna to Washington as prizes,

On your arrival there, you will deliver the accompanying papers to
the U. 8. district judge and report yourselt' to the Navy Department,
After performing these duties, you will return to your ship and station.

Rtespectiully, G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Ogicer, Commanding West India Squadron.
HENRY WOODSTOOK,
Muaster's Mate of the Daiwen,

| Eueluaure. )

U, 8, IFLAGsnie QUMBERLAND,
O Fortress Monroe, Va.,, May 22, 1861,

Sig: I herowith encloso to you the papers relating to the schovner
(eneral Knoay of Thomaston, Me., Captain J. W, Smull bound to St.
John, New lhunw.wk cargo onk tlmhm also tho schooner Gcorgeanna,
of St. George, Me,, hotnd to Quincy, Muﬂs cargo onk timber,

They were oupbum(l in York River this dnv by Qommunder Chandler,
of the U. 8, 8. Dwien, for violating the blockade.  This Iettur, with its
onclosures, will be handed you by Henry Woodstock, master's mateof
the steamor Daien,

Yory respectfully, your obedient. servant,
G, J. PENDERGRANT,
Flag-Oficer, Commanding West Indéa Squadron,
U, N, Disrrier Juna,
Washington, D, (.

Letter from Flag-Ogleer Stringham, U, S, Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Sqnadron, to Captain Eagle, U, S, Narvy, commanding U,
S N Montioellog regarding the name of that rvessel,

U, 8, N8, Mmhmnu,
Hampton Roads, May 25, 1861,

Nir: IFrom an ofielnl list sont me by the Navy Department, duted
May 17, 1861, I wn informed that your vessal, whie h you now com-
nmml In q-ullml the Monticelln,

Rospoctfully, your obediont servant,
oo N0 HL STRINGHANM,
Iy 1)(}1:::. Atlantiv Blockading Squadron,
Ouptain HENRY Fadns,
I, NN, Monticetlo,
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[ Bndorsement. )

Handed to Lisutepant Braine this day, May 31, 1861.
IENRY EAGLE,
Captain.

Instructions of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, to Captuin Eagle, U, S. Navy, commanding
U. 8. 8. Monticello, regarding blockade duty.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
o Hampton Roads, May 25, 1861.

Sir: Herewith find enclosed the proclamation of the President of
the United States in reference to blockading.

On the arrival of the Harriet Lane, which vessel will be sent to relieve
you at your present post, you will take ina full supply of coal and proceed
oft the harbor of Wilmington, N. O. I wish to impress upon you the
importance of maintaining a strict blockale, preventing the ingress
and egress of all vessels, excepting under the following exceptions:

NaAvY DerPaRTMENT, May {4, 1861.

The Department would in every inst: . allow at least fifteen days for neutral
}emls to depart with or without cargo atter the blockade is set with sufficient
oree

You will not capture or detain any foreign vessel proceeding toward
the entrance of o blockaded port if she shall not previously have
received from one of the blockading rquadron a special notification of
the oxistence of the blockade, provided she has not contraband goods
on board.

This notification must bo inserted in w riting on the muster roll of the
noutral vessel by the cruiser which meots her, and it should contain the
announcement, togother with statements of the day and the latitude
and longitude in which it was male,

You will communicate with me as often as convenient.  Wishing you
a pleasant cruise,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Oflicer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Captain HENRY KAGLE,
U. S. Nary.

[ Bndorsement |

Handed to Lientonant Braine this day, May 31, 15861,
HENRY EAGLE,
Captain,

Order of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, to Caplain Eagle, U. N. Nary, commanding
. 8. S. Monticello, regarding the case of the steamer. Uncle Ben.

U, 8. 8. MINKESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 25, 1861,

Sir: 1 enclose to you a letter* from the honorable the Seerctary of
\m Y, datml Mny :!J ulm oopm\\ from Ik\partmont nf Nate, Ma\ “n

'\u\pﬂ»),.
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one from oftice of Johnson & Higgings, average adjusters, ote., New
York, April 26, and one from executive department, State of New
Ymk April 30,1861, in reference to steawer Uncle Ben, lately seized at
Wlhmngton, N. 0.

On your arrival off’ that port you will do what you can to comply with
the roquest of the honorable the Secretary of Navy in this matter,

You will please preserve and return the enclosed papers to me.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S, 1. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantie Blockading Squadron,
Captain 1TENRY EAGLE,
U. S. N, Monticello.

[ Endoracment. )

Handed to Lieutenant Braine this day, May 30, 1861,
HENRY lNAGLE,
Captain.

Order of Flag-Officer I'endergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Captain FKagle, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Monti-
cello, to state cause of noncompliance with orders.

U. 8. IFLAGSHIP OQUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 26, 1861.

SIR: You will please inforin me as to the wants and deficiencies of
your vessel, and why it is necessary for your vessel to proceed to
Washington,

Also please inform me what prevents your vessel from carrying out
Flag-Ofticer Stringham’s instructions to proceed to the coast of North
Carolina

Very raspectfully, your obedient servant,
" Q. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron,

QOaptain HENRY EAGLE
Oommanding U, &. 8. Monticello.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, /. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Lieutenant Todd, U. S. Navy, to proceed as bearer of' let-
ters to Major-General Gwynn, commanding af Norfolk, Va.

U. S. SHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 26, 1861.

SIR: You will proceed in the steamn tug Young America, under tag
of truce, a8 far as Oraney Island, and there take the small boat to
Norfolk.

On your arrival at Norfolk you will deliver the accompanying letters
to General Gwynn,

You will stop when required by the authorities on the way. You will
keep the white flag flying all the time.

After having performed that duty you will return to the flagship.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Lieutenant HeNrY D. Tobpn,
U. 5. Ship Qumberland,
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[ Enclosures. )

U. 8. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortrcss Monroe, Va., May 26, 1861.
Sir: I send by Lieutenant Todd, flag-lieutenant of this squadron,
under a tlag of truce, the enclosed list of persons desirous of returning
North; also several open letters.
If ycu will be kind enough to state when they will be ready, I will
send for them.
Yery respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flay-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Major-General GWYNN,
Commanding Forces, Norjolk, Va.

U, 8. I'LAgsair CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 26, 1861,

Sir: This letter will be handed you by Lieutenant Todd, flag-lieu-
tenant of this squadron, under a flag of truce,

The wife of John Morris, my steward, is desirous of joining her hus.
band; his family comprises lsabella Morris, his wife, and Fanny Ann
Morris, his daughter, with her child (all colored).

Will you be kind enough to send them at the same time other citi-
zens leave under the tlag of truce?

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron,

MHon, Mayor LAMB,
Of Norfolk, Va.

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, S. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, to the judge of the U. 8. distrioct court, Washington,
D. Q., regarding captured schooner Iris.

U. S. FLAGsHIP OUMBERLAND,
Of Fortress Monroe, Va., May 26, 1861,
Sir: I herewith enclose to yon the papers relating to the schooner
Irig, of Baltimore, Md., Captain Alfred Cook, from Washington, D, O,,
bound to Baltimore; cargo, naval stores.
The said schooner was captured by the U, 8. 8, Harriet Lane.
This letter with its enclosures will be handed you by an officer of the
Ilarriet Lane.
Very respectfully,
G, J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron,

U. 8. DISTRICT JUDGE,
Washington, D. O.

N W BR—VOL §——43
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Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, to the judge of the U. 8. district court, Washington,
D, C., regarding captured schooner Catherine,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, May 26, 15861,

Sir: I herewith enclose to you the papers relating to the schooner
Catherine, Ouptain J, W, Latchem, of New Berne, N. C., bound to Bal-
timore; cargo, naval stores,

The said schooner was captured by the U. 8, 8. Harriet Lanc. This
letter, with its enclosures, will be hauded you by an ofticer of the Har-
riet Lane,

Very respecttully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, OCommanding West India Squadron.

U. S. DISTRICT JUDGE,
Washington, D. C,

Letter from Flag-Officer DPendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, to Major-General Butler, U. 8. Army, commanding
Fortress Monroe, regarding cooperation,

U. 8. 'LAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 26, 1861,
Sir: Your communication* of this date has been received.
The Yan!:ee has left for Washington, but the Quaker Oity, Harriet Lane,
and Monticello are at your disposal to-morrow morning at 6 o'clock.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J, PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Syuadron.
Major-General BUTLER,
Commandiny Forlress Monroe,

Order of I'lag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Captain Fagle, U. S, Navy, commanding U, 8. S. Monti-
cello, to cooperate «with Major-General Butler, U, 8, drmy,

U. S, SHIr CUMBERLAND,
Off’ Fortress Monroe, May 27, 1861,

SIR: (tencral Butler having requested that the steamers Quaker Qity,
Harrie” -.ne, and Monticello be placed at his disposal, I have granted
his reqi: at,

You will therefore be governed by any orders you may receive from
him, and on your return report yourself to the flagship.

I have sent Lisutenant Selfridge on board the Quaker Uity with an
armed boat, and have directed him to report himsell' to the General.
Lieutenant Selfridge goes for the double purpose of commauding that
boat and drilling the crew of the Quaker Oity at small arms,

Very respectfully,
(. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.
Captain HENRY KAGLE,
Uommanding Monticello,

*Not foumi.- .
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding vescels placed at the disvosal of Major-General
Butler, . s. Army.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Vi, May 27, 1861.
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that General Butler
made his first move this morning by landing 2,500 men at Newport
News, on the James River, and I believe they will soon intrench them-
selves. At therequestof (ieneral Butler, I placed the steamers Quaker
City, Harriet Lane, and Monticello at his disposal for the purpose of
conveying troops from [Fortress Monroe to Newport Nows.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flay-Oflicer, Commanding Home [ West India] Squadron.

Ton. GineoN WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, 1. C.

Order of Flay-Oflicer Pendergrast, U, 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Oaptain Eagle, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Monti-
cello, to proceed with that vessel to navy yard, Washington, D. 0., for
repairs, taking in tow schooners Iris and Oatherine.

U. S, FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, May 27, 1861,

Sir: Your letter* of this date, in reply to mine of the 26th instant,
has been received. .

I have concluded to send your vessel to Washington for repairs,

You will tow the schooners Iris and Catherine to Wushington, and
on your arrival there hand them over to the commandant of the navy
yard, and report yourself to the Department.

You will also convoy the steamer Qity of Richmond, engaged in the
Quartermaster’s Department, U. 8. Army, to Washiugton.

You will take water casks on board, and “vhile your vessel is being
repaired have them filled and bring them to this place.

You will use all possible dispatch in having your vessel repaired, and
return to this place for the purpose of carrying out tho order of l"‘lag—
Ofticer Stringham.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant
(i, .l’. PENDERGRAST,
Commanding West India Squadron,

Captain HENRY BAGLE,
Commanding U. 8. N. Monticello,

', 8.—On the arrival of the Monticello you will please deliver the
accompanylng paperst relating to the schooners Iris and Catherine to
the U, 8. district judgo.

G, J. PENDERGRART.

* Hee p. 070, t oo pp. 673, 474,
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding the change of orders of the U. 8. 8. Monticello.

U. 8. FLAGsHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, May 27, 1861.

Sir: I bhave the honor herewith to enclose to the Department the
reports of Captain Eagle and the chief ongineer of the U, 8, 8, Monti-
cello, from which you will learn why I sent her to Washington instead
of the coast of North Oarolina, as directed by Flag-Ofticer Stringham.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

(. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Hon. (iipkON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[ Enclosure.]

U. 8. S. MONTIOELLO (LATE STAR),
Hampton Rouds, May 27, 1861.

SyR: I am in receipt of your lettar of yesterday’s date.

Herewith I enclose the report of the engineer of this ship in which
you will perceive the necessity of this vessel going to a workshop to
have the repairs made. Should she continue steaming a few days
more she will require more cxtensive repairs, in addition to repairs
mentioned in said letter. She hascracked the starting har and broken
the turnover center bar. The vessel’s bottom is not coppered; sho
should go into fresh water to destroy the worms. The pivot-gun car-
riage requires considerable repairs. It was used on board the frigate
Mississippi many years ago,

This vessel was sent oft' from the navy yard requiring many articles
in consequence of the great desire to send her on service,

I respectfully state that L consider that it would not be safe to send
this ship to sea without first completing the repairs required.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY EAGLE,
Captain, Commanding U. 5. 8. Monticello.

Flag-Ofticer (5. J. PENDERGRAST,
Commanding West Indie Squadron,

{Subenclosure.)

U. 8. 8. STAR (LATE MONTIOELLO*"),
Hampton Roads, May 25, 1861.

Sre: I hereby wish to report to you several defects in our engine
and boiler.

Worthington pump receiving pipe for the delivery leaking baly
(wrought-iron pipe); piston has to be tuken out to fix bolt in bottom of
cylinder. Throttle valve to be ground in. Want a valve on the steam
chest to take the pressure off the main steain valves, Boiler laaking
badly, wanting patches and socket bolts. I'orce pump feed pipe burst.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
G4. M. WENT,

Ohief Engineer.
Flag-Officer STRINGHAM.

" Se; p; 670
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham,U. S. Navy,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding steamer Quaker
City.

NaAvy DEPARTMENT, May 27, 1861.

Sir: The steamer Quaker City has been rechartered for three months
from the 26th instant, and will form a part of the Atlantic Blockading
Squadron.

I am, reapectfully, your obedient servant,
GipEON WELLES,

Ilag-Officer 8. H. STRINGHAM,
Comdy. Atlantie Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads,Virginia.

Request of Flag-Officer Pendergrast,U. S, Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Captain Kelly, commanding steamer City of Richmond, to
assigt in towing.

U. 8. SHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroc, May 27, 1861,

Sir: I have directed Captain Eagle, of the U. 8. 8. Monticello, to
convoy the City of' Richmond to Washington. The Monticello will have
to tow two schooners to Washington, and I would be pleased if you
would relieve her of one of them. Captain Eagle will be ready to-mor-
row morning about 10 o’clock.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Oflicer, Commanding West India Syuadron.

Captain J. R. KELLY,
Steamer City of Richmond.

Instructions of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U, 8.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding matiers
pertaining to his command,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 28, 1861,

S1r: From the tenor of your letter f the 2{th instant I suppose that
you are at this time off Charleston with the Minncsota. The importance
of arigid and eftectual blockade of that port is & necesaity, and it wns
the desire of the Department that the blockading squadron should
keep this in view which prompted the remarks on the 218t instant, As
soon as the Wabash arrives out she can relicve yon of that duty and
enable you to return with the Minnesota to Hampton Roads, where you
can probably best exercise your command and direct the movements of
the squadron.

It is essenilal that the intercourse between Virginia and Maryland
and the opposite shore of Virginin, which is represented as carried on
to some extent, should be prohibited, and for this duty, as well as cloa-
ing the inlets, It is Delieved thut the flotilla under Commander Ward
will be found serviceable,



678 ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

The number of vessels sent you is not so large as the Department
would wish nor of the description that would be preferred, but we have
to conform to existing circumstances. We shall add to the number as
rapidly as circumstances will admit, and if you can not line the whole
coast with vessels you will use such as you have to the best advantage
by closing the most important points to the extent of your ability.

Had the Department received your dispatch suggesting that the
Oumberland should be assigned to the blockading duty oft Oharleston,
it would have assented most cheerfully to the proposition, for the object
was and is a strict blockade of that harbor. The late arrival of the
Minnesota on the blockading ground rendered it uecessary that the
Department should assign such of the vessels to duty which were there
in advance of her. It will be happy to be relieved of this necessity
and to commit the entire charge of the squadron to you, unless other-
wise specifically ordered.

The Pawnee, Pocahontas, and some small steamers on the npper waters
of tho Potomac will be more immediately under the supervision of the
commandant of the Washington navy yard and this Department.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

I'lag-Officer 8. H. STRINGHAM,
Oommanding Atlantiv Blockading Squadron, off’ Charleston.

Instructions of the Seceretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Pendergrast,
U. 5. Navy, commanding West Indin Squadron, designating additional
vessels for his command.

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, May 28, 1861.

Sir: Your dispatch of the 18th instant was received. The Vandalia,
OCommander S, P. Lee, has been ordered to proceed to Hampton Roads
and report to you for instructions as a part of the West India Squad-
ron. You will, if possible, dispatch her to her destination before she
comes to anchor.

The Bainbridge, Lieutenant Commanding T. M. Brasher, sailed from
Boston o few days since for Aspinwall. She is also to be attached to
your squadron. Until otherwise ordered by the Department or your-
self, she is to remain at Aspinwall for the protection of the Oalifornia
|b|mil steamers. 1’aymaster Harwood has been ordered to the Cum-

erland.

The Department can not order a captain of the fleet, as requested, as
there are no ofticers to keep up the complements oxcept by making
acting appointments from the merchant service. Yhen the Roanoke
arrives you will transfer your tlag to that vessel, and the Qumberland,
under Oaptuin Marston, will form a part of I'lag-Officer Stringham’s
squadron, She will, however, proceed to New York before entering
upon that service,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

GIDEON WELLES.

IMag-Officer (5. J. PENDERGRAST,
Uommanding West India Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.
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Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, to Brigadier.General Huger, 0. 8. Army, command-
ing at Norfolk, Va.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, May 28, 1861.

Str: Your communication®* of this date has been received. You
will accept my thanks for the prompt manner in which you have com-
plied with my request,

Very respectfully, your obedient sorvant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Brigadier-General HHUGER,
Commanding Forces, Norfoll Harbor,

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to the mayor of Norfolk, Vu.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va:, May 28, 1861,

Sir: Your ecommunication*, under date of the 27th iustant, has been
received. 1 beg to inform you in reply that I have no jurisdiction [as|
to the ransom, it being under the control of Major-General Butler.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flay-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron,

W, W, LAMB,
Mayor of Norfolk.

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, tv Major-General Butler, U, 5. Army, commanding Fortress
Monroe, regarding refugees.

U. 8, FLAGSATP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, May 28, 1861,

Sir: By the flag of truce thisday I received about seventy-five men,
women, and children desirous of returning to the North, They are now
on board this ship, and I would be glad it you will give me authority to
send them by the first public transport leaving here for the North,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commandiny West India Squadron,

Major-General BUTLER,
Commanding Fortress Monroe.

* Not found,




680 ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Order of the Seoretary of the Navy to the sensor officer commanding off
Hampton Roads, Virginia, regarding supplies of water.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, May 28, 1861,

S1r: An arrangement has been made with Mr. Clayton, of Baltimore,
for supplying the squadron on the Ohesapeake with fresh water, to be
delivered alongside the vessols.

A copy of the agreement will be transmitted to you by the navy agent
at Baltimore.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

SENIOR O0OMMANDING OFFIOER OF THE U, S, NAvy,
Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding orders given to U 8. 8. Vandalia,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 29, 1861.
S1iR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under
date of the 28th instant. Not having received any instructions from
the Department in relation to my squadron in the West Indies, I felt
at a loss as to what instructions I am to give the Vandalia on her arrival
here, other thau to send her to Vera Oruz or Aspinwall. I was pleased
to hear that the Department has ordered a paymaster to this ship, as
we have been greatly embarrassed for more than a month.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES
Secretary of the A’avy, Washington, D, C.

Report of Oaptain Fagle, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8, Monticello,
of the arrival of that vcssel at the navy yard, -Washington, with
schooners Iris and Cuatherine.

U. 8. 8. MONTIOBLLO (LATE STAR),
Off Navy Yard, Washington, May 29, 1861.
S1r: I have the honor vo report the arrival of this vessel under my
command having left Hampton Roads in obedience to an order from
Flag-Officer ’endergrast dated 27th instant, a copy of which order is
herewith enclosed.*
The schooners Iris and Oatherine have been delivered to the com-
mandant of the navy yard.
We convoyed the tranaport steamer Stars and Stripes from the mouth
of the Potomac to Washington. She has on board powder, etc.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
HENRY BAGLE,
Captain, Commanding.
Hon. GIDEON WELLRS,
Seoretary of the Nary, Wanhington, D, O,

*Soo p. 276,
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Order of the Sceretary of the Navy to Communder Green, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. S, ship Jamestown, to proceed to duty in the Atlantio
Blockading Squadron.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, May 29, 1861.

Sir: The U. S. sloop of war Jamestown, under your command, is
to form a part of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

As soon, therefore, as she is prepared for sea, you will proceed with
her immediately to Hampton Roads and report to Flag-Officer String-
ham, or the senior commanding officer present, for duty. ,

Before sailing from Philadelphia you will transmit to the Depart-
inent » wmuster roll of the Jumestown and separate list of her officers.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(G1IDEON WELLES,

Commander (CHAS, (AREEN,

Commanding 1. 8. ship Jamestowon, Philadelphia.

Report of Flag-Offices Pendergrast, U, S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, reqarding fresh-water supply.

U. 8. FLAGsHr OUMBERLAND,
Of Fortress Monroe, Va., May 29, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the rcceipt of your letter
under date of the 28th instant in relation to water.

I was glad to hear that the Department had made arrangements for
supplying the squadron with fresh water, as I have learned since my
last letter to yon on that subject that the wells at Fortress Monroe are
inadequate to supply the squadron, it being all needed for the use of
the fortress,

I have not as yet received a copy of the ngreement from the navy
agent at Baltimore.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

(. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flug-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Scerctary of the Navy, Washington, D. O,

Lelter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Acting Master Mather, commanding chartered steamer
Quaker City, regarding diztribution of letters to expeoted vessels.

U. 8, FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
of Fortrexs Monroe, Va.,, May 29, 1861,
SirR: Enclosed you will find o lot of open letters for vessels expeoted
to arrive at the capes of the Chesapeakoe.  You will board all auch
vesnels and deliver the lotters to them.
I the vessels and cargoes are owned by the rebels or destined for a
hlockade port, you will capture them nnd not deliver their letters,
Very respectfully,
(., J, PRNDERGRANT,
Flag-Officer, Qommanding West India Squadron,
Captain MATHER,
Uommanding Quaker (lity,

P, 8,—Any vessel you may warn ofty you will allow the pilot to
deliver letters relating to her.
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Reportof Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8. Nary,commanding Atlantic Block-
ading Squadron, regarding vessels required for an cfficient blockade,

U. 8. S. MINNESOTA,
OfF Charleston Harbor, May 30, 1861,

BIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I arrived off
this harbor the eveuning of May 28, and the experience of a day con-
firms the propriety and correctness of my suggestions heretofore made
to the Department as to the number and class of vessels requisite to
establish and carry out a striet blockade of the Atlantic coast—not
less than five or six for the coast of each State, and they fast and of
sufticient capacity to carry coal for some time, like the Pensacola, Hart.
Jord, Iroquois, and that class, or the Atlantic and Daltie, with two
heavy guns, not less than 10-inch.

Such as the Dawn and her class are of little use for Atlantic block-
ading.

Yesterday, 29th, while we lay close in near the bar, a steamer came
down toward us from Oharleston under great head of steam. [ stood
off a little in hopes she would follow us into deep water. I intended
to try and cut her off, but she ouly came a little way outside of the bar
and then returned. She was very fast, going 2 miles to our 1; others
were visible up in the harbor,

I was in hopes of tinding the Harriet Lane off here, but did not, she
no doubt having returned to Hampton Roads for coal.

This morning I discovered a steamer, which proved to be the Union.
She is out ot coal. I shall send her to Hampton Roads for supply, with
orders to return immediately,

I trust the Department will give me vessels of the class I have men-
tioned above, and sufticient in numbers to make an efficient blockade.
I can not mako it strict with less than 20 or 25 vessels on the Atlantic,
besides those small ones which are only tit for the Ohesapeake,

I boarded last night a small schoouer from North Carolina, bound to
Florida. I ordered her to veturn to North Oarolina.

With the number of veusels 1 have stated above, most no doubt
being steamers, they would keop a strict coast guard in passing and
repussing for their coal at [Hampton Roads from their various stations,

I shall remain off here as long as my coal will permit and then
return to Hampton Roads for supply.

RRespecttully, your obedient servant,
S, H. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Oplicer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Ion, GIDEON WEILLES,
Necretary Nary.

Letter from Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, to Commodore Paulding, U, S, Navy, regarding
vessels required for an efficient blookade.

U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
Off Oharleston Harbor, May 30, 1861,
DEAR SiR: I am still more firmly convinced that I want the number
and class of vessels which I mentioned to you in my communication on
this subject from Hampton Roads to make a strict blockade of the
Atlantic coast,
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Those vessels stationed off North Oarolina, South Oarolina, and Geor-
gia will be obliged to go to Hampton Roads for coal and water; those
on the coast of Florida, to Key West. This will keep one or two com-
ing and going constantly, which will serve a8 a coast guard.

The only ones I know at present engaged in blockading are the brig
Perry on the coast of Florida and my ship here. As a steamer can do
nothing without coal, when it is nearly out she has to go to the depot
fora supply, wherethe Lane now is,and the Unionfollows. These are too
small and carry too little coal for Atlantic blockading. AsI have mon-
tioned to the Department, the Pensacola, Hartford, Iroquois, Atlantic,
and Baltic are the kind we want to make it etfective on the Atlantic.

Respecttully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flay-Oglicer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Commodore H. PAULDING, U, 3. Navy.

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U.S. Nary, commanding West India
Squadron, to the judge of the U, S. district court, New York, regarding
cuptured schooner Lynchbury.

U. 8. FLAGsHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 50, 1861,

Sir: 1 herewith enclose to you the papers relating to the schooner
Lynchburg, of Richmond, Va.,from Rio de Janeiro bound to Richmond,
Captain W, O, Harris; cargo, coffee. The said schooner was seized at
the capes of Virginia by Acting Master S. W. Mather, of the U. 8. 8.
Quaker Cily, for attempting to enter a blockaded port.

‘ The said seizure was made by my authority and under instructions
rom me,

The schooner will be sent to New York in charge of Acting Master
James B, Gordon, U, 8. Navy.

Thomas M. Farrell, third mate of the Quaker City, who was present
at the capture, will go to New York in the schoouer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Ofiicer, Qommanding West India Squadron,
U. 8. DISTRIOT JUDGE,
New York,

Request of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S, Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, for the services of « pilot in Chesapeake Bay.

U. 8. FLAgsHIP CUMBBERLAND,
Qff Fortress Monroe, Va., May 30, 1861.
Sir: Irespectfully request that the Depurtment will send or authorize
me to employ & pilot for Hampton Roads and the Chesapeake Bay.
Such a person is often called for on board of the flugship, and it is
very necessary that we should have one.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servumt,
G, J. PENDERGRANY,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon, GipEON WELLES,
Sevretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.
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Report of Cavtain Mercer, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Wabash, of
the sailing of that vessel for Hampton Roads, Virginia.

U. 8. STEAM FRIGATE WABASH,
At Sea, May 30, 1861,
S1e: I have the honor to inform the Department that, in obedience
to its order of the 17th instant, this ship is at sea, on her way to Hamp-
ton Roads, Virginia.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' SAMUEL MERCER, Capfain.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington Oity.

Report of Lieutenant Trenchard, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Key.
stone State, of the movements of that vessel on transport duty.

U. 8. 8. KEYSTONE STATE,
Washington, May 31, 1861,

S1B: [ have the honor to report the arrival of this vessel, which sailed
from here under instruction from the Department of the 16th instant.

The Keystone State left Washington on the 17th, reaching the squad-
ron in Hampton Roads the following morning., I communicated at once
with Flag-Officer Stringham in reference to the refagees from Norfolk,
and he directed me to await their arrival.

At 2 p. m, on the 20th, 116 women and children were brought down
from Norfolk under a flag of trace and placéd on board this steawmer,

‘The sailing of the vessel, in eonsegueuce of a northeast gale, was
delayed until the 'mornigig of the 22d, when she left for New York,
with the English bark Hiawatha in tow, by direction of Flag-Officer
Stringham. The bark was seized for violating blockade. During the
delay attending the sailing of the Keystone State 35 of the refugees
were transferred by their own request to the Baltimore and Philadel-
phia steamer for passage. Accompanying this will be found a list of
the names of the refagees. The steamer arrived at New York at 6 p, m.,
the 22d, and the passengers soon after landed in safety. The Hiawatha
was anchored near the navy yard, in charge of her prize master, Lieu-
tenant Russell, U. 8. Navy. The munitions, etc., were landed at the
navy yard, and after receiving on board the provisions and stores for
Washington, together with articles shipped for the use of the squadron
off Fortress Monroe, by order of Commodore Breese, we left the navy
yard at New York at noon of the 20th and in twenty-four hours after
reached Hampton Roads, communicated with Flag-Officer Pendergrast,
and left for Washington, arriving at 4 o’clock p. m. this day.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

STEPHEN D. TRENCHARD,
Lieutenant, Commanding.
Hon, G1IDEON WELLES
Necretary of the N’avy, Washington, D. O.

[Enclosure,)

U. 8, B, KEYSTONE STATE,
Washington, May 31, 1861,
Sr: The followinﬁ‘ list comprises the number and names of the
refugees from Norfolk, who were received on board this vessel on the
20th day of M‘:’, 1861, off Old Point Comfort:
Mrs, Welsh, sfuter and 2 children; Mrs. Rosanna Riley and 6
children; Mrs, Oatharine liarry and 5 children; Mrs, Michael Hall and
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2 children ; Mrd. Margaret Curran and 2 children; Mrs. Margaret 0°Oon-
nor aud 2 children; Mrs. E. A. Butt and 2 children; Mrs, Saiah Knapp,
sister, and 2 children; Mrs, Ellen Nelson and 3 children; Mrs. Agnes
Laurie and 4 children; Mrs. Oatbarine Lyon and 3 ohildmnl
Sarah McDonald and 5 children; Mrs. E. A. Bmith and 4 children;
Mrs. Virginia White and 2 children; Mrs. Martha Barnard and 3 chil-
dren; Mrs, Margaret Rauh and 4 children; Miss ManiGallagher' Miss
Margaret Riley; Miss Delia Leonard ; Miss B. Joyce; Miss Kate Wynne;
Miss Jane Carroll; Miss Mary Greenwood; Mrs. Mary Lenieur; two
children of James H. Hardwick; Oharles H. Pettit; Mrs. M ems-
worth ; Mrs. Bridget Maloney ; * William E. Howard wife, and 8children;
* Mrs. H. O. Turner and 3 children; * Mrs. Ann Oaks and child; * Mrs,
M. A. Prickett and son; * Mrs, éarah Nott, sister, and 2 children;
* Mrs. Martha Barnum and 3 children; * Mrs. Annetta Baker and 1
child; * Mrs. Mary McBugh and 2 children; * Mrs. Mary Laughlin and
4 children; * Mrs. Mary Roach; * Mrs. Margaret Bryan

Those marked with an asterisk (*) were transferred to the Baltimore
boat on the 21st of May; the balance were landed at the navy yard,
New York, on the 23d.

T'ransferred to the Baltimore boat .........cccvieiririaetcecitecannanaaanenn. 35

Landed at navy yard, New York.......ccccviemeuiieenarvecantocecsee caaneas .. 81

1 7 116
Respectfully submitted.

STEPHEN D. TRENCHARD,
Lieutenant, Commanding.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oommander Lee, U. 8. Navy, com-
manding U. 8. 8. Vandalia, to report for duty in the Atlantic Blook-
ading Squadron.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, May 31, 1861,

Srr: The orders to you of the 20th instaut are hereby revoked, and
you will proceed with the Vandalia to Charleston, 8. O,, and re to
glaga:‘(l)ﬂicer 8. H. Stringham for duty in the Atlantic Blockading

quadron,

3hou1d he not be there, you will remain off that port until further
orders,

1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
G1DEON WELLES,

Cotamander 8. P. LEE,

Oommanding U, 8, 8. Vandalia, New York,

Order of the Beoretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. .
Navy, commanding West India Squadromn, regarding ohange of ordora
Jor U, 8. 8, Vandalia,

NAvY DEPARTMENT, May 51, 1861,

S1R: The Department has revoked its order to Cummander Lee to
report to you with the Vandalia for duty in the Weat India Squadron,
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and directed him to proceed to Charleston, 8. C,, and join the Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, Flag-Officer Stringham.
1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
_ GIDEON WELLES,
Flag-Ofticer G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Commanding West India Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U.S. Navy,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding clearances for
vessels for Northern ports.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 31, 1861.

Sir: The Secretary of the Treasury has instructed the collector of
customs at Alexandria, Va., to permit vesscls from Northern ports to
enter at that port and to grant clearances to those destined for North-
ern ports,

You will therefore perwit all such vessels to proceed without molesta-
tion.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer 8. H. STRINGHAM, etc,, or the

SENIOR COMMANDING OFFICER,

Hampton Roads.

Report of Lieutenant Parrott, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. brig Perry,
of the cupture by that vessel of schooner Hannah M. Johnson, May 31,
1861,

U. 8. BRI1G PERRY,
At Sea, July 9, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 31st of May, 1861, we
fook as prize, about 16 miles to the southward and eastward of Onpe
Lookout, the schooner Hannah M. Johnson, of Greenport, N, Y., John
C. Wells, master, for having cleared with a cargo frem New Orleans on
the 14th of May, 1861,

She was sent to New York under charge of Master’s Mate O, 13, Web.
ster, and one man, Oharles Anderson, seaman, was sent with him, Mr,
Webster was ordered to deliver her and her papers into the charge of the
U. 8. marshal, to report to the commandant of the navy yard at New
York, aud to rejoin this vessol, with the said Andersou, by the first
public conveyance.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. G. PARROTT,
Lieutenant, Commdanding.
S8enior Flag-Ofticer 8, 11, STRINGHAM,
U. 8. ¥. Minnesotu,

Report of Lieutenant Rartori, U/, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Flag,
regarding transportation of gunpowder to Fortress Monroe,

U. 8. 8, FLAG,
Off Bombay Hook, Delaware Bay, May 31, 1861,
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that I left the navy
yard on the 29th instant, and, after taking in ammunition: from the
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magazine, am now on my way to sea, in obedience to your order of the
24th instant, having in tow the sloop Iowa, with 500 barrels of gun-
powder for Fortress Mouroe, from the mouth of the Ohristiana Oreek.

I herewith enclose the muster roll of officers and ship’s company.
The ship appears to carry her battery well, and is in good working
condition.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. O. SARTORI,
Lientenant, Commanding.
Hou. G. WELLES
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. (.

DELAWARE BREAKWATER, 9 o'clock, p, m.

In consequence of a strong southwardly wind and heavy sea, for the
safety of the tow I have been compelled to run in and anchor at this
place, and shall proceed at the carliest moment.

Respectfully, etc.,
L. O, SBARTORI.

Order of the Neorctary of the Navy to Oommander Lockwood, U. S, Navy,
commanding U, 8. 8. Daylight, to proceed to duty in the Atlantio Block-
ading Squadron.

NAvVY DErARTMENT, June 1, 1861.

Sir: The steamer Duaylight, under your command, is to form a part
of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron, A8 soon, therefore, as she is
prepared for sea, you will proceed with her iinmediately to llamnpton
Roads and report to Flag-Ofticer Stringham, or the senior commanding
officer present, for duty.

Transmit to the Department before sailing n complete wuster roll of
the Daylight and a separate list of the ofMcers,

I am, respectfully, your obediont servaut,
GIDEON WELLBS,

Commander BAMUEL LOGKWOOD,

UJommanding U, 8, 8. Daylight, New York.

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendcrgrast, U, 8. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, to Flag-Oficer Stringham, U, N, Navy, commanding
Atlantio Blockading Squadron, regarding U, 8. 8, Wabash.

17, B, FLAGBHIP OUMBBHRLAND,
Off Fortress Monros, Vu., Juno 1, 1861,
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the U, B, steam frigate
Wabash, Oaptuin Samuel Mercer, arrived here this morning, and will
loave this afternoon in obedience to your order,
I have sent in the Wabash four ncting wmasters, with orders to report
to you, and have retained three here,
’Very respectfully, sir, your ohedlent servant,
(i, J, PENDRRGIRABT,
Flag-Officer, Uommanding West Indic Squadron.

Flag-Officer B1L,A8 H, BTRINGIIAM,
Uommanding U, 8, Blockading Squadron,
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Letter from Lieutenant Lowry, U, S. Navy, U. 8. 8. Paiwnee, to the Sec-
retary of the Navy, suggesting means jor making eflectual the blockade
of Norfolk and Richmond, Va.

U. 8. 8. PAWNEE,
Potomac River, June 1, 1361,

Sir: I respectfully submit to the cousideration of the Government of
the United States the following information and suggestions:

By the enclosed pamphlet* and maps* it will be perceived that Norfolk
and Richmond are not yet blockaded or completely cut oft from the sea.
They have a back outlet by -way of the Chesapeake and Albemarle
Canal. By that water route vessels of any draft, by lightening, buoy-
ing, or floating, can be passcd from Richmond or Norfolk through said
work, which is 60 feet wide and has an average depth of 8 feet, into
North Landing River; thencemthrough Coanjock Bay, by the ﬁorth
Carolina cut of the canal, into North River, through Albemarle, Oro-
atan, and Pamlico sounds, to the entrance ef Ocracoke Inlet, when,with
little nautical «kill, vessels of heavy drafts can be casily passed into
the ocean. A Bimpie inspection of the maps will convince the naval
officer of the great advantages and facilities the enemy will bave in
possessing this vast internal water navigation unmolested, thereby
having an cgress and retreat to and from the sea for vessefs loaded
with provisions and munitions, and an easy harbor for prizes or cap-
tured goods taken out of prizes of too heavy a draft to cross the inlet,
or a safe refuge for privateers from our heavy ships of wap, Already
are their privateers preying upon our commerce, and from these very
waters issue with impunity. '

Our statistics inform us that a great portion of our coasting trade
frequents the waters of North Oarolina. Weare also informed that the
waters of these inland sounds wash the shores of & vast soil, abounding
in rich productions, as cotton, corn, grain, lumber, turpentine, and pro-
visions of all kinds., Tho fisheries are of great value and extensively
worked. The shores of Ourrituck are lined with large and expeunsive
hotels and cot,tages; where in summer crowds of wealthy resort for sum-
mer bathing. Nag's Head is a place of great importance in this respect.
The waters are covered with vessels carrying on inland trade, while
many.steamers ply to and from the many towns and villages, All this
being the case, and having an uninterrupted communication with Nor-
folk and Richmond by water, the effect of a blockade from the Rip
Raps will to a great extent he evauled, except as against our own North-
ern commerce and of foreign nations. 1 believe it to be my duty to
bring to the notice of the Government facts which may have been over-
looked, and to suggest that an effective blockade of Ocracoke Inlet
and Beaufort is absolutely [necessary] to cut Norfolk and Richmond
from communication with the sea, and to prevent the rebel privateers
from putting to sea from the waters of North Oarolina, and effectually
blockade her ports. In my opinion, this can be accomplished by the
stationing of two vessels of war outside—of the Pawnee class—and by
the equipment of several steam canal boats of the type of the J. Jerome
and mond State, now plying to this port, These vessels draw little
water, are strong, can carry a rifle gun, and sufficient stores and men to
make them efficient enough to meet anything in the waters of North
Carolina. In case of meetiug overpowering numbers, intending to board,
they are sufficiently high out of water to mnake that hazardous, and with
the larger vesse! in the offinug they can always have a base to fall back

T "Not found.
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upon. A number of these vessels are accessible on the Cheasapeake
and Delaware, and Delaware and Raritan Canal Company. The under-
signed confidently asserts that there is no part of the countryin armed
rebellion against the Government which can be so easily and so terribly
made to feel the power of the United States by its occupation by the
IFederal forces as the inland coast of North Carolina. So long as the
canal is open and in the hands of the rebels Norfolk and Richmond, in
Virginia, Wilmington, New Berne, Beaufort, and many thriving towns
in North Oarolina, have a ready access to the sea or an easy and safe
communication with each other.

The undersigned’s knowledge of this matter arises from a large pecu-
niary interest which he and his family hold in shares, the work having
been entirely done by Northern men and eapital. Any information
desired by the Department will be cheerfully given.

Yery respectfully, etc.,
RR. B, Lownry,
Lieutenant, U. 8. Navy.
Hon, GIDEON WELLER,
Necrctary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

Letter from the Scoretury of the Navy to Licutenant Lowry, U. 8. Navy,
U. 8. 8. Paionee, regarding inland navigation of Albemarle Sound.

NAvVY DEPARTMET, June 27, 1861,

Sir: I have received your letter of the 20th instant. Your commu-
nication with accompanying chart of the inland navigation of Albe-
marle Sound was hunded to me and cursorily read at the time, It has
heen mislaid and has not yet come to light, Renewed search will be made
for it, and if found your suggestions shall receive due consideration,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(UDLEON WELLEH,

Lieutenant I&. B. Lowny,

U. 8. 8. Pawenee, Potomac River,

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-Commander Lotwry,
U. 8. Navy, acknowledging with thanks the valuablo information fur-
nished the Department regarding the innvr waters of North Uarolina,

NAvY DEvARTMENT, Maroh 21, 1864,

SiR: I omittedd making acknowledgments to you in the summer o.
1801 for valuable information which you communicated in June of that
year, relative to the navigation of the inner waters of North Carolina,
then much used by the rebels in depredating upon our commerce. The
maps and reports relative to Albemarle Hound, the Hatteras Inlet,
and the Chesapenke and Albemarle Oanal, all at that time in posses-
sion of the rebels, were valuable, You were detached from the com-
mand of the Freeborn voon after these communications were mnde and
placed upon special service, having for its ohjects the obstruotion of
those inlets which were tho resort of rebel pirates, and charged with
the duty of selecting and organizing a body of pilots, In command

N W R—voL b——- 44
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of the chartered steamer Peabody, you accompanied the memorable
expedition under Flag-Officer Stringham, which resulted in the firat
naval victory of the war. :

The changes and activity of the operatious of that period caused me
to omit the thanks for the suggestions and information then communi.
cated, but which were duly appreciated, and for which itis my pleasure
and duty now to make this acknowledgment.

Yery respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES
Secretary of l;w Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander R. B. Lowry, U. 8. Navy,
Washington, D. (.

Request from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding Wesi
India Squadron, to be furnished with maps of Hampton Roads and
James River.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 2, 1861,

S1r: I would respectfully inform the Department that I have under-
stood that the original sheets, on a large scale, of a survey of Hampton
Roads and James River are in possession of the U, 8. Oonst Survey
Office, and 1 would be pleased if the Department will forward them to
me, a8 we are very much in need of them,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O,

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8. Nuvy, commanding West India
Squadron, of the arrival at Hampton Roads of the U. 8. 8. Union
with a prize,

U, 8. FLAGsHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 2, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the U, 8, 8.
Union, Oaptain Goldsborough, arrived here this morning, after & cruise
off Savannah and Oharleston, with a prize,* captured off the capes of
the Ohesapeake, loaded with railroad iron. The Union left Flag-Officer
Stringham, in the Minnesota, off Charleston, The Union is now coal-
ing and will return to her station as soon as possible,

% have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLESH,
Necretary of the Navy, Washington, ), O.

* Bee pp. 696, 707,
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding the blockading force off Foriress Monroe.

U, 8, FLAGSHIP QUMBERLAND,
Off Foriress Monroe, Va., June 3, 1861.

SIe: I would respectfully inform the Department that it will be nec-
essary for me to send the U. 8. 8. Quaker City to New York for repairs
and that she may receive a proper crew under her new charter. S8he
will not be absent longer than four or five days. I would also state
that the blockading force here is small at present, being composed
entirely of this ship, Harriet Lane, Quaker Cily, and the U. 8. 8, Dawn,
now at the mouth of York River. The captured steam tug Young
America, which has been very serviceable to us here, has at last broken
down and it is absolutely necessary that she should go to some place
for repairs, and I would feel obliged if the Department would order
another small tag in her place, to act as a tender to this ship.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES
Secretary af the Navy.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, urging the need of a paymaster.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 3, 1861,

Sir: At the risk of being importunate, I must again inform the
Department that no paymaster has as yet arrived.
It is absolutely necessary that we should have one. The crew ure
actually suffering for the want of paymaster’s supplies.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, dvyour obedient servant,
. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Uommanding West India Squadron.

Hon. G1DEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blookading Squadron, rcgarding the movements of the flagship, and the
capture, June 3, 1861, by U. 8. brig Perry, of the Oonfederate privateer
schooner Savannah. ,

U, 8. 8, MINKESOTA,
Off Charleston Harbor, June 6, 1861,

SIR: Since my arrival on this atation, of which I apprised you, 1 have
been engaged in carrying into effect the blockade.

The first vessel spoken was May 29, a small schooner, the Mary, from
Washington, N. 0., bound to Jacksonville, Fla. 1 ordered her back to
North Carolina,

The Norwegian consul came out on che 30th of May, to endeavor to
get permission for the Norwegian bark Admiral Peter Tordenskjold to
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take in cargo and go to sea. This I could not allow. I finally per-
mitted the vessel to go to sea in ballaat.

The next vessel stopped was May 31, the English schooner Hliza and
Oatherine, with rice and lumber, from Oharleston, bound to Harbor
Island. I ordered her back, with permission to discharge cargo and go
in ballast, but reversed this decision and finally permitted her to go with
cargo, on the personal representation to me by the British consul, Robert
Bunch, esq., on his word of honor, and in writing, that Oaptain McKean,
of the Niagara, had told him “twenty days would be permitted for ves-
sels to depart,” with the addition that * his senior (myself) might change
the terms.” 1 did not feel disposed to alter the understanding and
arrangement, as I have endeavored from the commencement, as I shall
continue in the future, to inconvenience as little as possible neutrals.

On the 2d June I warned off a Bremen bark, the Oopernicus, from
Bremen for Oharleston, in ballast.,

On the 3d of June, warned off the Spanish bark Teresa Oubana, from
Barcelona for Charleston, in ballast.

Nothing thus far has gone in or out without my permission, except
small vessels, which our depth of water will not allow us to overtake,

June b, about 10 o'clock a. m., our masthead lookout mmade a sail,
which proved to be the U. 8. brig Perry, Lieutenant Commanding Par-
rott, with n prize in company, it being a piratical schooner of about 50
tons, called the Sarannah, hailing from Oharleston, 8. O., with u com-
mission from -Jefferson Davis, dated Montgomery, May 18, 1861, com-
manded by T, Harrison Baker, and a crew of nineteen men. She had
placed some of her crew on board a prize, the brig Joseph, of Rockland,
Me,, fromn Cardenas, with sugar, which she had captured on the 3d
instant, and ordered to Beaufort, 8, O. The captain of the Joseph,
retained on board the schooner, now goes to New York in company with
the prize master. ‘

I herewithenclosea copyof Lientenant COommanding Parrott’sreport,*

I shall order the schooner to New York in charge of Prize Master
R. 8. McOook, midshipman, '

I beg leave most respectfully to remind the Department that I am
very much in want of vessels,

The prisoners of the schooner Sarannah, captain, lieutenant, sailing
master, purser, and 10 men, 6 having been sent away in their prize, the
Joseph, are on board the Minnesota, and will be sent on the first oppor-
tunity to a Northern port.

The Perry has proceeded to her station off Fernandina,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GUDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

| Enclosure. )

Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States of America, to
all who shall see these presents, greeting:

Know ye that by virtue of the power vested in me by law, I have
commissioned and do hereby commissicu, have auntihorized and do
hereby authorize the schooner or vessel called the Savannah (more par-
ticularly described in the schedule hereunto annexed) whereof T, Har-
rison Baker is commander, to act as a private armed vessel in the service

. Seo vol. 1, p; 29,
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of the Confederate States on the high seas, against the United States
of America, their ships, vessels, goods, and effects, and those of their

AYAY, citizens during the pendency of the
war now existing between the said
Coufederate States and the said
United States.’

This commisgion to continue in
force until revokedl by the President
of the Confederate Btates for the
time being,

Schedule of descriptions of the ves-
sel: name, Savannah, schooner; ton-
nage, 5344 tons; armament, one large
pivot gun and small arms; number
of crew, 30.

W Given under my hand and the seal
VI¥ of the Qoufederate States at Mont-
gomery, this eighteenth day of May, A. D. 1861.
By the President: JEFFERSON DAvis.
R. Toomss, Secretary of State,

Report of Midshipman MoCook, U. 8. Navy, of arrival at New York in
command of prize schooner Savannah.

NEw YoRrk, June 17, 1861.

S1R: 1 have the honor to report my arrival at this place in char%_e of
the “armed and piratical schooner Savannah,” captured by the U. 8,
brig Perry, on the 3d of June. I have in my pussession a letter of
marque under which the schooner sailed, signed by Jefferson Davis,
and the Savannak’s log book, all of which I have delivered to the
proper authorities at this place. I bring with me as passengers the
captain of the American Lrig Joseph, calpt.ured by the Savannah, and
Joseph Leeds, a native of New Jersey. 1 have also one of the Savan-
nal’s crew, who will be delivered to the U. 8. marshal, In compliance
with my orders, I will at once return to my ship.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. SEELDON MoCoo0K,
Midshipman, U. S. Navy.
Hon, G1DEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Lieutenant Todd, U. 8. Navy, flag-lieutenant, iv proceed
with dispatohes for Brigadier-General Huger, commanding at Nor-
Jolk, Va.

U. 8, Baip OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 3, 1861,
Sre: You will proceed in the steamn tug Yankee, under a flag of truce,
to Norfolk (if not prevented bir the authorities) and deliver the accom-
panying dispatches to Brigadier-General Huger, commanding forces at
Norfoll{’Harbor. wll
ery respectfully,
y Tospes G. J. PENDERGRAKT,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron,

Lieutenant HENRY D, Topb, U, 8. Navy.
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Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Brigadier-General bugcr, oomn;anding at Norfolk, Va,,
regarding refugees.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 3, 1861.
81r: I send by Lieutenant Todd, flag-lieutenant of this squadron,
under a flag of truce, the enclosed list of persons desirous of returning
North, also several open letters and two closed, one for officials in Vir-
ginia; also two foreign letters. I would be pleased if' you wounld state
at what time they will be ready, and I will send for them if .you
desire it,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron,

Brigadier-General BENJAMIN HUGER,
Oommanding Forces Norfolk Harbor.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West India
%madron, to Licutenant Morris, U. 8. Navy, to proceed to Norfolk,
a., with a flag of truce,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Of Fortress Monroe, Va., June 3, 1861.

BIR: You will proceed in the U. S, steam tug Yankee, under a flag of
trace, for the purpose of taking Lieutenant Todd, bearer of dispatches
to General Huger, to Norfolk.

You will stop when required by the authorities, You will keep the
white flag flying all the time.

Very respectfully,
(+. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.

Lieuteyant (., U. MoRrRis, U. S. Navy,

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, to Oaptain Faunce, U, 8. Revenue Marine, command-
ing U. 5. 8. Harriet Lane, regarding reconnoissance.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 3, 1861.

Bir: T enclose to you for your information a copy of a letter*
received by me; also u letter from (ieneral Butler.

I would be pleased if you will make a reconnoissance of the opposite
shore at Newport News and report the result of your examination to
me in writing,

Very regpectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRABT.
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Captain JOUHN FAUNOE,
Commanding Harriet Lane.

*Not found.
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Report of Iieutenant Braine, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Monti-
cello, regarding the condition of that vessel.

U. 8. B. MONTIOELLO,
June 3, 1861.
S1r: I find, upon enquiry, that this vessel has not been docked for
over twenty inonths. This, in connection with the fact that her. bot-
tom, now in sight, already shows signs of the attack of the worms, I
would suggest the importance of her being sent to the nearest point to
be docked, cleaned, and to receive u coat of patent verdigris, or cop-
pered. She is not coppered, save o few feet below the water line from
amidships forward, and in southern waters she would soon be rendered
unfit for service.
I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. L. BRAINE, U. 8. Navy,
Lieutenant,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the U. 8. Navy, Washington, D. (.

Letter froni Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, S. Navy, commandirg West
India Squadron, to the judge of the U. S. district court, Baltimore,
regarding captured schooner F. W, Johnson.

U. 8. FLAGsO1P UUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, June 4, 1861,

Sir: I herewith enclose to you the papers relating to the schooner
F. W, Johnson, of Norfolk, Va., Captain B. M. Stoddard. The said
schooner was captured by (5aptainGoldsborongh, of the U, 8. 8. Union,
under authority of Senior Flag-Officer Stringham, of the blockading
squadron, in an inlet on the coast of North Carolina. Oargo, railroad
iron,

The schiooner will be sent to Baltimore in charge of Master’'s Mate
Chisholm, of this ship.

Master’s Mate Oharles Martin, who was present at the capture, will
go to Baltimore in the schooner,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

U. 8. DIsTRIOT JUDGE,
Baltimore, Md.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, again urging the need of a paymaster.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 4, 1861,

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have seen in
the papers of this morning the resignation of ’aymaster Harwood.

1 would be pleased if the Department will send one here, even if it
be a new appointment.

Utter confusion must ensue in the paymaster’s department for the
want of some one to take charge of it. It has now been left for nearly
two months without & head.
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There is a large amount of money in tho safe of this ship which I can
not trust in the hands of irresponsible persons without authority from
the Department.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obediont servant,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Necretary of the Navy.

Instructions from the Sceretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Pendergrast,
U. 8. Navy, commanding West India Squadron, reqarding affairs of
his command,

NAvy DEPARTMENT, June 4, 1861.

S1r: Your Nos, 83 and 84 have beon received,

The Department has received no request from CJommander Golds.
borough, nor anything more in relation {0 his cruise or the capture of
a prize than is stated in your letter. The name of such prize and the
exact date of capture should always be given. Can you inform the
Department of the exact date of the capture of the Haxall?

The name of Paymaster Harwood, who was under orders to the Qum-
lerland, having been stricken frowmn the rolls of the Navy, another pay-
master will be ordered to that vessel in a few days.

You will order the Young America to the Washington navy yard for
repairs. Oommander Dahlgren has been instructed to send the Ana-
costia to Hampton Roads as a substitute until the Young America
returns,

It is very desirable not to send the Quaker COity to New York unless
the necessity is imperative. You will see by the charter party of that
vessel, sent you o few days siuce, that the owners run her, repair her,
furnish her all the supplies, and man her.

The Navy furnishes the commanding officer,

Does tho mail boat arrive at Old Point daily from Baltimore?

Your services will be required in the Chesapeake until the Atlantic
Blockading Sqnadron is sui’ﬂcien?ly increased. In the meantiine the
Macedonian and Bainbridge will receive orders from the Department,

Your Nos., 76, 77, 78, 79, and 80 have also been received. You ure
authorized to employ a pilot, as requested in your No. 80,

I am, respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Ofiicer GG, J, PENDERGRAST,

Oommanding West India Squadron, Hamptorn Roads,

Report of Flag-Oficer I’endergraz;tz U. 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, regurding U, 8. 8. Yankce.

U. 8B, FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 4, 1861.
Brr: I beg leave to inform the Department that the steam tug Yan-
kee arrivea here on the 2d instant, but was not repaired or coppered
a8 [ requested. If she remains here she will be eaten up by worms,
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and I desire to have the wishes of the Department in regard to her. I
would also state that the Yankee arrived here without a commander,
and I have been compelled to place a lieutenant from this ship on
board of ber, which I can not well spare, and would be pleaserdd if the
Department will order & suitable commander for her.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Reconnoissance by the U, 8. 8. Harriet Lane, Caplain John Faunce,
U. 8. Revenue Marine, of Hampton Roads and vicinity, June -4, and an
engagement with Confederale battery at Piy Point, Va., June 5, 1861,

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West India Squadrom, transmit-
ting reports of Captain Faunce, U. 8. Ruvenue Marine,commanding U. 8. 8. Harpiet Lane.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 9, 1561.

Sre: T have the honor herewith to enclose to you the reports of Cap-
tain John Faunce, of the U, S. S. Harriet Lane, of several reconnois-
sances made by him; also a list of the wounded in the engagement at
Pig Point,

I have the honor to be, very respectiully, your obedient servant,

G. J. PEXDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Hop. GTIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Nary, Washington, D. C.

[ Enclosurea.)

U. 8. S. HARRIET LANE,
Hampton Roads, June 4, 1861,

Sre: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation of the 3d instaut, with its enclosures. Ia reply I have to say
that 1 am confident thut no steamboat or tug has passed down James
River since I have been placed at Newport News to assist in its protee-
tion. There is a tug [that] comes down from Nortolk every night as far
us the batteries at Sewell’s I’oint and returng in the morning, alwaya
under cover of the guns of the above-named place. Craney laland
Flats prevent my getting said steamer within range of the guns of this
vessel, I would respeotfully atate that 1 have again male a carefal
reconnoissance of the shore opposite Noewport News, and have tb report
that there is n sand battery on the south side of Nansemound River at
P’ig Point, prepared to mount seven guns, bat it is not yot Guished, and
I amn inolined to think that no guns are yet mounted, although fhere
appears to bo about fifty men employed in completing the work., There
is also a battery on the south siide of Chuekuatuck Ureek prepaniag for
tour guna, To the eastward of Nanzemond River, at the mouth of Hog
Ureek, there is a field battery of three guns.  From that point to Cre-
ney la’lmul, w distance ol about 33 miley, 1 see nothing inds?uti Qens
or batteries. | have examined James River as high as Ivay’s Puant (10
or 12 milea abwve ita mouth) and no signs of fortiftcations can be seen.
1 have tried during the woruing to draw the fire of the butteries by
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approaching as near to them as possible, say from one-half to three-
quarters of a mile, but was unsuccessful, which convinces me that they
are not ready to commence an attack.

The above is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,

JOHN FAUNCE,
Commanding U. 8. 8, Harriet Lane.
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron,
off Fortress Monroe, Va.

U. 8. S. HARRIET LANE,
Hampton KRoads, June 5, 1861,

SIr: In obedience to orders from General Butler to make a recon-
noissance of Pig Point and vicinity, etc., I this morning at 4:50 got
underway with my ship from oft Newport News and stood toward Craney
Island, steaming close in and along the shore. When off Pig Point I
observed near the beach a number of men apparently engaged in
transporting guns by means of ox teams and wheel carriages, while
others were seen near the embiasures of the battery with the secession
flag flying over them. At 8:30 a. m, I approached as close to the bat-
tery as the flats would allow, a distance of about 1,800 yards, and
opened fire, which was promptly returned by the rebels, from, I judge,
seven guns, four of which were either 42 or 32 pounders and the others
appeared to be 24-pounder howitzers. Two of the shot took effect on the
vessel, one passing through the plank-sheer forward of thoforerigging
on the port sideand out through the starboard bulwarks; the other
through the fore rigging, grazing the foremast. Several of,their heavy
shot passed over the vessel and struck some distance beyond. Theshell
from their howitzers all fell short. Thirty rounds of shot and shell were
thrown by us, nearly all of which fell short; some few, however, were
observed to strike within the embrasures. The rebels fired about fifty
shotandshell, Having accomplished my object of drawing the fire of the
enemy, and thereby discovering the strength of their battery, and find-
ing the range of my guns less than theirs, after an engagement of
forky-ive minutes I drew off out of range. From the enclosed report
of the surgeon yoy wjll perceive that five of our men were wounded.
It affords me much pleasure to hear testimony to the gallant conduct
of the ofticers and men under my command.

Renpectfully submitted.

: JouN TPAUNOE, Oaptain.
Flag-Officer ;. J. PENDERGRAST,
Uommanding West India Squadron, off Foriress Monroe, Va.

—

U. 8. 8. HARRIET LANE, June 5, 1861.
Liat of wounded.

1. John Jrainard (seaman), sovere splinter wound in left leg.
2. Nicholas Payne (captain after guard), severe splinter wounds of
left hand and face.
3. Peter Woods (ordinary seaman), slight splinter wound of leg.
4, Ohris, Kane (semum:z, splintered face and leg—slight.
6. Charles Johnson (ordivary sennmn}‘,[severe contusion,
. L. OAMprsELL, M. D,,
Surgeon.
Captain FAUNOE.
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Report of Commander Pagram, Virginis navy, commanding Pig Point battery, of engagement
with U. 8. 8. Harrist Lane.

P1G POINT BATTERY, June 5, 1861—9 a.m.

SIR: We have just had a smart brush with the Harriel Lane and
drove her off. I think several shot were put in her hull. The engage-
ment lasted about twenty minutes.

lThe Harriet Lane commenced the engagement by firing an XI [inch]
shell.

Respectfully submitted. R. B. PEGRAN,

Uommander, Virginia Navy.

Flag-Officer F. FORREST.

Report of Brigadier-Gensral Huger, 0. 8. Army, commanding at Norfolk, Va., regarding
attack on Pig Felnt battery,

HEADQUARTERS FORCES OF VIRGINIA,
Norfolk, Va., June 6 [5], 1861.
S1r: Thesteamer Harriet Lane was oceupied yesterday in reconnoiter-
ing our battery at Pig Poiut, mouth of the Nansemond River, add this
morning took up a position and opened fire upon the battery, déing but
little damage and injuring no one. The battery replied, and after firing
some twenty shots the steamer hauled off suddenly and proceeded to
Old Point.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BENJ. HUGER,
Brigadfer-General, Commanding.
Major-General RR. E. LEE,
Oommanding Forces of Virginia.

I’, 8.—One gun, a 32-pounder, burst, without injuring any one. 1
have sent two to replace it.

Further report of Brigadier-General Huger, 0. 8. Army, commanding at Horfolk, Va., regard-
ing attack on Pig Point battery.

HEADQUARTERS FOROES NORFOLK HARBOR,
Norfolk, Va., June 7, 1861,

S81r: T have received information that on the bth instant the Harriet
Lane was hit twice by the battery at Pig Point, One shot struck the
watarways, passed through a tub of musket balis, damaged the fore
mant, and weut out through the top of the rail. Six mnen were wounded
by the scattering of the musket balls.

Very respectfully, your obedicnt servant,
BinJ. ITUGER,
Brigadier-General, Uommanding.

Major-General R. E. LEF,

Commanding Forces of Virginia, Richmond, Va.

Report of Commander Pegram, Virginia navy, of the attack by U, 8. 8, Harriet Lane on Pig
Polnt battery.
Pi¢ PoINT BATTERY, June 5, 1861,
Sir: I have the honor to report that the Federal stcamer Harrict

Lane stood within range of this battery at 9 a. m, to-day, and, taking
4 position at the distance of 13 miles, commenced firing upon us with
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shot and shell from 11-inch shell gun and 32-pounders. She fired about
thirty-three shot and shell, many of them well directed, but no one of
our party was hurt, nor did the fortifications sustain any injury. A 32.
pounder shot struck the muzzle of one of our 8-inch shell guns and
cracked it from the face to the chase ring. The gun at the same time
was run in for loading, and although the shot was broken into three
fragments in the midst of our men, no one sustained the slightest injury,
A number of shells exploded near and around us, but all fell harmless
to the ground. In return, we fired twenty-three shot and shell. Four
or five were seen to take effect in the hull of the steamer, and [ am
incli:ded to believe did her some injury, from the manner in which she
moved.

For men who had never before been in action, the Portsmouth Rifles
were remarkably cool and self-possessed, and after a few rounds got the
range of the enemy and fired admirably well. Every ofticer and man
behaved in the most spirited and creditable manner, and were so regard-
leas of danger tbat I had often to interpose my authority to prevent
their exposing themselves unnecessarily to the enemy’s fire. The action
lasted about fifteen or twenty minutes.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. B, PEGRrAM,
Uommander, Virginia Navy.

Oommodore FRENOH FORREST,

Virginia Navy, Commanding Naval Station, Norfolk, Va,

ITetter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, to Major-GQeneral Butler, U. 8. Army, regarding a
suspicious tug in Hlizabeth River, Virginia,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, June &, 1861.

Sir: Your letter* of the 4th instant has been received.

I beg to state in reply that the tug you allude to has been in the
habit of coming to the point every morning for the purpose, I have no
doubt, of seeing what is transpiring in the roads, and I am satistied
has had no communication with James River.

The Yankee can not prevemnt it without passing the batteries of
Bewell’s Point and Oraney Island. -

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Major-General BUTLER,
Uommanding Department of' Virginia, Fortress Monroe.

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, K. Nawvy, commanding West
- India_ Syuedron, to the judge of the U, N, district court, New York,
regarding captured berk General (reen,

U. 8. FLAGs1HIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va,, June 5, 1861,

"Bir: I send yon herewith the papers rolating to the bark General
Ureen, of Charleston, 8, O., Captain Benjamin Atwell, from Bagua la

o B Not fuuml.




ATLANTIC BLOCKADING BQUADRON. 701

Grande, Cuba, bound to Baltimore, Md. Oargo, sugar. Enclosed
also you will find a list ot the papers. The said bark was seized by
the U. 8. 8. Quaker Oity, Oommander Overton Oarr, U. 8. Navy, at the
capes of the Ohesapeake, as belonging to citizens of South Carolina, &
seceded State and at war with the United States.

The said seizure was mads by my aunthority and under instructions
from me. Thebark will besent to New York in charge of Acting Master
(iifford, U, 8. Navy. Ely[M.]| Boggs, third mate of the er Oity,
who was present at the capture, will go to New York in the bark.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
U. 8. DisTRICT JUDGE,
New York,

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, I, 8. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, to the Acting Quartermaster-General, U, 8. Army,
regarding schooner Arcola.

U. 8, FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 5, 1861.
Sir: Your communication® of this date has been received, I beg
leave to state in reply that I bave determined to send the Arocola to
Baltimore to the U. 8, district judge for such action as he may deem
necessary. She was seized at the request and for the use of the fortreas,
Very respectfully,
G, J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron,
Captain TALLMADGE, U. 8. Army,
Aoting Quartermaster-General,

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron,regarding the U. N, steamers Quaker Uity and Youny Amerioa,

U. 8, FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Of Kortress Monroe, Va,, June 5, 1861,

S1r: 1 would respectfully call the attention of the Department to my
dispatch No. 84, in relation to the U, 8, 8. Quaker Oity und steam tug
Young America, and ask the early consideration of the Department,

I have the houor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

(. J. PENDERGRANRT,
Flag-Officer, Qummanding West India Squadron,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seeretury of the Navy, Washington, D, (.

Instyuctions from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag.Officer Stringham,
U. K, Nany, commanding Atlantic Blookading Squadron, regarding pre-
vention of all commerctal inteycourse with Kouthern ports,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June b5, 1861,

81r: The suggestions in your dispateh No., 23 and others of previous
date in reference to the blockade or fnterruption of communicntion in

o —araa < ———— —— e = 4 At e et s - —— g = e - —

* Not found,
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the insurgent States, with your remarks as to the number and class of
vessels requisite for that service, have been duly considered, and so far
as circumstances will adwmit it will be the policy of the Department to
ca%rvy them into effect.

e have nhot vessels of the exact description wanted for this service
at the present mowment, and must therefore avail ourselves of such as
we have. It will be a primary object to close the principal ports, and
with the remaining vessels (together with such as are passing to and
from the depots or on orders) to perform coast-guard service. In this
way an interdiction of commercial intercourse with the insurgents will
be substautially effected.

1t ia the intention of the Government to prohibit foreigners from hav-
ing trafic and making exchanges with those who are in insurrection.
There is no place, except at Alexandria, where there is a collection
district, with the proper collecting officers, to collect revenue duties or
grant clearances, in any of the insurrectionary States.

Foreigners, consequently, should not enter and leave these harbors
and traffic with the insurgents, nor must there be intercomnmunication
by sea with them on the part of our own citizens in any of the States
while they are resisting the Government and dixregarding its laws,

It is possible that some of the lighter craft may in thick weather and
at night run the blockade, but your great effort will be to prevent it.
For this purpose the suggestion is a good one, that there should bhe
before each of the principal ports one large vessel attended by two
others of lighter draft,

The great hazard that must be run will soon cause a general cessa.
tion of commercial intercourse, and unremitting vigilance will effee.
tually extinguish it. The Wabash, unless you otherwise direct, will be
ordered to relieve you, and thus enable you to renew your position at
Hampton Roads.

It has been deemed advisable to continue Flag-Officer Pendergrast
and the vessels of' his squadron, with the exception ot" the Macedoniun
and Bainbridgs, on the coast to aid and assist in the blockade, until we
can add to your command from other sources.

1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
G1DEON WELLES,

Flag-Officer 8, H, STRINGHAM,

Oommanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, 1/, S, Navy,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Syuadron, transmitting request for
use of a lovernment veusel to releuse Northern prisoners from juil at
(leorgetinwn, S, 0.

Confidential, | NAVY DEPFARTMENT, June 5, 1861,

81 : I send herewith a copy of n lettor addressed to this Departinent.
by a gentleman of character and respectable position in soclety, whose
statements I think may be relied on as correct, Whether you cun
ascertain further particulars, or would bhe able to afford relief to the
rarties thus detained for discharging their duty with fidelity, J am una-

le to advise, but communicate to you the facts in the cuse,

The difﬂcuity of supplying your squadron with water on this exten-
sive line of coast han suggested itwelf’ to the Departinent as well as
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yourself. Could the Government possess itself of an accessible posi-
tion at some intermediate point between the Ohesapeake and Key West,
where it could obtain a supply of water and perhaps have a coa{ depot,
it would be an important acquisition to tg: Navy. Brunswick and
other places have n named, but the Department is unadvised in
regard to the present defenses, or whether a demonstration could be
made at either with certainty and effect. You can doubtless, through
some of your command, obtain more definite information and form a
more correct conclusion a8 to taking action than could be expected here.
Any information or suggestions from you in regard Lo the matters
herein communicated, or that appertain to the great objects committed
to you, will at all times be acceptable.

I can not close without adding that could we by a sudden and bold
dash get possession of Brunswick, Fernandina, or some other place in
that quarter which we could retain, those who accomplished the work
would thereby obtain éclat, and the Navy and country would be greatly
benetited.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
Commodore 8. H. STRINGHAM,
Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

| Enclosure.

Confidential.] GuiLrorD, OONN,, June 2, 1861,

DEAR Bir: I am in possession of facts respecting the port of (George-
town, 8. O,, which I feel it my duty to communicate to your Depart-
ment, and 1 write at the request of Hon. John Woodrufl, ex-Member of
Congress from this district. 1’erhaps you may recollect, sir, thut I have
spent a number of years in Georgetown, 8. 0., and « friend of mine has
Jjust returned from there,

They have in the jail of that place the collector and his deputy,

John Merriman, the collector, has been confined since last December
for merely writing to the Department his intention of clearing vessels
from that port as before, under the United States, and they are now
threatening to hang them.

There is & man in that place who has n commission from Jeff, Davis
for privateering, and is about fitting out a craft for that purpose,

A great proportion of the rice grown in South Oarolina is raised in
that vicinity, and is carried by steamors to Oharleston. The stonmeors
which carry the rice run the blockade In foggy wonther by keeping
close inshore, '

We have a number of Northern merchmits there, whose goods have
just been confiscated and they ordered {o leave, They are now rewly
to volunteer their services to our Government to go buck and o{mn tho
jnil doors and liberate those truc-hearted patriots, provided the Gov-
ernment will send a steamor.  'The bar affords 11 feet of water at high
tide, It would require but a small foreo to u(-.(-.mn‘»llnh it,

If, sir, you should considor these mattors of sufliciont. importanco for
your attention, I ean give you every partioular respocting tho plivee, the
outrance, and a good pllot over the bar,

Yours, very respectfully,
oA DAk,
Hon, GiDEoON WELLEN,
Seorotary Nany,
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Letter from the Seoretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U, 8.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, transmitting infor-
mation regarding the U. 8. S. Harriet Lane,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 6, 1861,

Sir: Herewith enclosed is a copy of a letter addressed to the Secre-
tury of the Treasury by Captain Howard, of the U. 8. Revenue Mariue,
in relation to the armament of the Harriet Lane.

The Department would be pleased to have your views on the subject.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEUN WELLES,

Flag-Ofticer S. . STRINGHAM,

Uommanding Atlantiv Bloockading Squadron.

[ Enclosure. )

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, June 3, 1861,

SirR: 1 have the honor to transmit copy of a letter from Captain
William A. Howard, U, S, Revenue Marine, relative to the armameut
of the Harriet Lane.

I would remark that any expenditures made on aceount of the reve-
nue vessels while serving under the orders of the Navy Department,
are by law to be borne by said Departr.ant, and therefore it is deemed
only necessary to advise you of the inadequacy of the battery of the
Harriet Lane tor her present duties, to have the defect promptly reme-
died, which is respectfully requested.

I am, very respectfully,
S. ', O1AsE,
Scerctary of the Treasury,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Seeretary of the Nary.

[Subenclisure. )
NEW YoRrk, June 1, 1861,

SIr: The IHarriet Lane having a prominent position in the block-
ading squadron, and liable any hour to be brought into action, I ¢on-
sider it iny duty, for the safety and honor of our flag, to report te you
sho is inadequately armed to meet such vessels and batteries she is
most likely to enguge, and respectfully request she may be withdrawn
from the fleot long enough to exchange her*battery of three 32-pounder
guns and four 24-pounder howitzers for four 9-inch and one ritled
8-inch gun (the latter I have ready for her) and two 24-pounder how-
itzors. The Navy Department will no doubt be willing to make the
desired and necessary chango.

I have the honor to be, sir, vory respectfully, your obedient servaut,

W. A, Howanrn,
Oaptain, U, 8. Kevenue Marine.
Ilon. 8, . C1as,
Seeretary of Treasury, Washington,

[ Endorsemeont. )

Thero are at present no 9-inch guns, the last having been just deliv-
ered to the War Department; it is not, therefore, possible at this timo
to comply with Captain Howard’s request.

Yery rospectiully,
A. A. Harwoon,
Uhief of Bureau,
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Letter from the Secrctary of the Navy to Flay-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8,
Navy, commanding West India Squadron, regarding repairs to the
U. S. 8. Yankee. '

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, June 6, 1861,

SIir: Your No. 87 has been received, There are no facilities here for
coppering vessels, and very few, with other duties, for repairing them.
When you can spare the Yankee she might be sent to I'hiladelphia for
the purpose of heing coppered.  With regard to a commander for her,
tho following is an extract from instructions given to Flag-Officer
Stringham May 13:

The officers, erow, and engineers now rerving on board are to continue, and will he
piid by her present ownera up to tho 26th of this month (May), inclusive, when you
will make such temporary appointmenta for the Yankee ns she may require. The
conditions stated in the copy of instructions sent to yon ou the 16th instank refer
rather to tho large purchased and chartered vesusols. Such ns the Yankee will not
require 8o many ulvaors, and it is left to yonr discretion to arrange them.

The owners of the Quaker COity keep that vessel in repair aud the
Government is not called upon for any of her expenses.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Flag.Officer ;. J. PENDER(IRART,

Oommanding West India Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Order of Flag-Oflicer Pendergrast, U, 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Lieutenant Selfridge, U, S, Navy, to assume temporary
command of the U, S, S, Yankee,

U. 8. FLAGs1ip OUMBERLAND,
Of Forlress Monroe, Va., June 6, 1861,
Sir: You are hereby appointed temporary commander of the steam
tug Yankee until the pleasure of the Department is known,
Very respectfully,
G, J. PENDERGRAST,
I'lag-Ofiicery, Gommanding West India Squadron,
Lientenant THog. O, SELFRIDGE, U, 8. Navy.

Letter of thanks from l"((l{[-()_;”('(:)' Dendergrast, U, S. Navy, commanding
West India Squadron, to Brigadier-General Huger, (.S, Army, com-
manding at Noyfolk, Va.

U, S, FLaasinir OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 6, 1861,

Srr: Your communication * of this date, under n flag of truce, has
heen received,  You will nceept my thanks for the prompt manner in
which you have complied with my request.  Your roquest in regard to
Mrs, Major |General?] Gwynn shall be complied with, and I will seo
that she receives n sufe convoy to her destination. 1 have given my
permission to Oaptain Ruassell, of the Baltimore steamer, to visit Nor-
folk undor the flag of truce, it the officer in charge will receive him.,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(i, J. PENDERGRART,
Flag-Oflicer, Commanding West India Squadron,

Brigadier-General BiNngaAMIN TTUdGER,

Uommanding Forces, Novjolk Harbor,

' Not found.
N W R—VOL b——d4bh
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Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, to Major-General Butler, U, S. Army, commanding
Fortress Monroe, regarding transportation of refugees.

U. 8. FLAGsHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, June G, 1861,

Sir: I beg leave to inform you that I have received this day, by a
Hiag of truce, about 200 men, womep, and children, which I desire to
send North by the first transport leaving here, and would feel obliged
to you if you will placo one at my disposal when sach an opportunity
presents itself,

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
(i..J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squad.-on,

Major-(ieneral BUTLER,
Commanding Forces, Depariment of Virginia,

Report of Flag-Oficer Pendergrast, 1. 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding affuirs of his command.

U. 8. FLAasH1P OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 7, 1861,

SIrR: Your dispateh under dnto of the 6th instant has been received.
As regards the Yankee, she cun be spared now, as she is nseless, and 1
doubt whether 1 could get her as far as Philadelphia. With reference
to the Quaker City, it is absolutely necessary that she should have
some repairs made, and I again respectfully eall the attention of tho
Department to my dispatch No. 84, as regards hor going to New York.
The crew are dissatisfied and anxious to leave, and I would be pleascd
to have the order of the Department to send her to New York to be
repaired by her owners, and that she may receive a new crew, in
nccordance with her charter, I would bo pleased also to have instruce.
tions as regards the captured tug Young America, reforved to in my
dispateh No. &4, Awn she is, she is worthless. I am left at presont with
only this ship and the Harriet Lune in Hampton Roals, and the Dawn
at the mouth of' York River, the only effective vessels here to earry on
the blockade, and 1 am frequently called upon by Major-General Butler
for assistance, which it is not in my power to render. I would suggest
that two or more small steamers be sent here temporarily, if not tor »
longer time, particularly a tugboat.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servunt,

(. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Ofleer, Commanding West India Squadro:t,

Hon, Gin1ioN WELLES,
Seevetary of the Navy, Washington, D. (.

1. B.—I have had an examination made by the chiof engineer of the
Quaker Qity on the Yankee, and the enclosed report shows tho resull,
I would respecttully suggest thaf, the Keystone Stafe supply the place
of the Quaker City, If sho can be spared.

G, J. PENDERGERART,
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[ Enoclosurs. )

U. 8. 8. QuAkeRr City,
Hampton Roads, June 7, 1861.

Sir: Pursuant to your letter of instructions, I have mado in exami-
nation of the boilers and engine of the U. 8, steam tug Yankee and tind
the engine entirely out of order and unfit for service.

I find that thg steam and exhaust valves leak so badly as to necessi-
tate their being faced or newly ground in; that the cam is so much
worn as to require entire renewal. The air pump is also not in good
order, the tloating top requiring a new face. The force pumps of the
engine require overhauling. All the connections of the engine require
to be fitted with new brasses, The steamor donkey pump requires thor-
ough overhauling, as it will not work either on the sea or bilge. I find
that the boiler is 5o much exposed as to require covering with felt and
canvas to prevent condensation, and also that the satety valve leaks so
badly as to render it impossible to keep any pressure of steam on the
boiler. The base of the smoke pipe requires an apron fitted to it so as
to prevent rain or other water from running over the steam drum or
boiler,

Most respectfully, yours, obediently,
5. I'ARRER,
Ohief Enginecr U, S. 8. Quaker City.
I'lag-Officer PENDERGRAST, U, S, Navy,
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces, Hampton Roads.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flay-Officer Stringham, U. S, Navy,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, designating additional ves-
sels for his command.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Junc 8, 1861,

Sir: The following additional vessels have heen ordered to the Atlan-
tic Blockading Squadron: Jamestown,Commander Charles Green; Van-
dalie, Qommander 8. I, Leo; Dale, Commander 1. M. Yard; Daylight,
Commander Samuel Lockwood.

The Vandalia has sailed from New York for the coast of South Caro-
lina, with orders to report to you.

Should she not find you oft Oharleston, she was directed to remain
there until further orders.

The other vessels are to proceed to Hampton Rowds,

I am, respeetfully, your obedient servant,
G1OEON WELLES,

Flag-Officer S, 1, STRINGIHAM,

OUommanding Atlantio Blookading Syuadron, Hampton Roads,

Report of Flag-Officer Dendergrast, U. S, Navy, commanding West India
Nyuadron, giving further information regarding capture of schooner
. W, Johnson.

U. 8. I'nAcsuir OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Motroe, Va., June 8, 1861,
Sir: I have the honor to ncknowledge the receipt of the Depart.
mont's lotter * under dato of the 4th instant. 1 beg to inform the Depart.
ment that Commander (oldsborough, of the U, 8, 8. {/nion, reported

* Boo . 604,
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to me, and also reported the capture of a prize on the 1st day of June,
which proved to be the schooner F. W.Johnson, of Norfolk, Va.; cargo,
railroad iron. The said schooner was sent to Baltimore and dellvered
over to the U. 8. district judge., As regards the Harxall, I know noth.
ing of her. Flag-Oftficer Stringham had her in charge. In obedience
to your instructions I shall send the Young America to Washington for
repairs. In relation to the Quaker City 1 would respectfully refer the
Department to my dispatech* No. 89. The Baltimore mail boats arrive
regularly every day, Sundays excepted. The Department will please
pardon my neglect in not informing it of captures made here. Through
the press of business here, which is very great, I entirely forgot it.
Hereafter all such information will be given to the Department. All
vessels captured were seut to a Northern U. S, court, for such action
as may be necessary, in charge of trusty persons with letters to the
U. 8. district judge stating the facts of their capture. 1 would respect.
fully request that the Department give me authority to appoint a clerk.
An immense deal of writing incidental to « blockude is necessary, and
I have no one but my secretary.

I have the honor to be, very vespectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

(i. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flay-Oflicer, Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Seoretary of the Navy to Ilag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S.
Navy, commanding West India Squadron, vegurding special service to
be performed by Lieutenant Crosby, U. S, Navy.,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 8, 1861,

SIrR: You will direct Lioutenant Peirce Orosby to report lnumell to
Major-General Butler for such special duty as ho may assign him, This
order is not intended to detach that oflicer from the Gumberland nor to
deprive him of sea pay during his temporary absence, but should the
Oumberland sail from IHampton Roads before the complotion of his
service ashore you will issue orders for him to report for duty on board
the Minnesota or some other vessel of [Flag-Officer Stringhaw's
squadron,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Flag-ONicer (i, J, PENDERGRANT,

Commanding West Indie Squadron, Fortress Monroe, Va,

Keport of Flag-Ofleer Pendergrast, (10 S, Navyy commanding West Indin
Nquadron, regarding a paymaster for kis command,

U, 8. FFLAaarine QUMBERLAND,
o Fortress Monroee, V., June 8, 1861,
SIr: The orders of the Department for Paymastor Thomues R, Ware,
anclosed to Maujor-Gieneral Batlor, have beon bv him reforred to me,
I beg lonve to inform the Dopartment that | knnw of no opportunity
hy which I eould m\ml l.llom to him,

" Hee p. 01,
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I think it very doubtful of getting a paymaster from that source and
hope that the Department will send one without delay, as we are very
much in need of such an officer.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

(1, J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India b]uadron

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretury of the Navy, Washington, . C.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, /. S, Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, of the capture of a amall gloop hy the U1, 8, N, Harriet Lane,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Of Fortress Monroe, Va., June S, 186G1.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department of the capture of
a small sloop of about 15 or 20 tons on the Hth instant by the U, 8. S.
Huarriet Lane. The said sloop was loaded with provisions, and for some
time past has been engaged in earrying marketing from Smithtield to
Norfolk. 1 have directed that she be used by the Harriet Lane at the
mouth of James River. She is of small size and valne and is not worth
sending to o' court, 1 would boe pleased to have the instruetions of the
Department in regard to her.  An inventory of the articles on board
has been taken, The captain of the sloop, lmving been engaged in a
bhusiness that I am not altogether satisfied with, I havo dotained him &
prisoncr on hoard of this ship; the other two men remain on board of
the sloop.

I have the honor to be, very respecttfully, siry your obhedient servant,

G. J, PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Oficer, Commanding West India Squadron,
IMon, GiinptioN WELLES,
Neeretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Letter of approval from the Seevelary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Pender-
grast, 11.°S. Navy, commanding West India Squadron,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 12, 1561,

Sir: Your No, 92 has been received,

The Department approves your conrge pursued with thie prize of the
Harriet Lane, it she was violating the blockade or helonged to the
insurgents,

I am, rerpecttully, your obedient sorvant,
GINEON WELLES,

Flag-Oftleer (1, J, PENDERGRAST,

Commanding West India Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virvginia,

Report of Gommander Lockwood, U, S, Navy, commanding U'. S, S, Day-
light, of the sailing of that re cnwel Lrom the navy yard, New York,

U. 8, PrRopPELLER DAYIIGHT,
At Sea off Sundy Hook, Juna 8y 18461,
Stir: | have the honor to forward horewith enclosed a list of the
officors, nlso o mustor roll of the oficors aml orow of the U, 8,
propeller Daylight, under my command.
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I took my departure from the navy yard yesterday afternoon, and
night overtaking us, I anchored at the horseshoe inside of Sandy Hook,
aud a fog setting in prevented our getting underway early this morn’
ing. The pilot did not leave us until half past. 9, and I shall proceed
with all dispateh to carry out the orders of the Department

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAM, l.OUKWOOD,
Commander.

Hon. GihEON WELLES,
Secretury of the Navy, Washington, D. O,

Order of the Secretary of the Nawy to Commander Yard, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. 8. 8. Dale, to proceed to duty in the Atlantic Blockading
Squadron,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 8, 1841,
Sir: The U, 8. sloop of war Dale, under your command, is to form
a part of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron, IFlag-Officer 8. H. String-
ham. As roon as she is in all respects-prepared for sea you will pro-
ceed with her to Hampton Roads and report to Flag-Ofticer Stringham,
or the senior commanding oflicer presenty for duty.
A supply of shells for the Dale will be sent to Hampton Roads Irom
Washington,
Before sailing transmit to the Department a muster roll of the Dale
and o separate list of' her ofileers,
I am, respectfully, your obedient. servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Commander E. M, Yanrn,
Uommanding U/, 8, 8. Dale, Portsmouth, N. l.

Order of Flag-Ogleer Pendergrast, U, S, Navy, commanding West India
Syuaidron, to Sailmaker Bruee, 10 S, N ary, to proceed to Washington,
with the {1, 8, N, Youny America,

U. S, I'aasmpe CUMBERLAND,
Of Fortreas Monroe, Va,y June 8, 1861,
Nie: By direetion of tha Seeretary of the N:wy you will proceed in
the stonm tug Young dmeriea to W Nhingum for the purpose of hav-
Inge hor ropudrad,
On your nreival nt Washington, you will report: yourselt to the com-
mandiant of Lhe nivy yurd and the Seoretary of the Navy.
You will nse all possible dispatel in: having her ropaived and roturn
to this plieo ns koon ns possiblo,
Yaory respuetiully, '
G, ). PENDRRAGRART,
Muag-Ofeer, Commanding West India Squadeon,

DAVID Bition,
Nuttmaler, l!. Ny Navy, LSO Nhip Camberland,
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Report of Lieutenant Braine, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Monti-
cello, of the readiness of that vessel for service.

U. 8. S. MoNT10ELLO,
Washington Navy Yard, June 8, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to report that U. 8. 8. Monticello is ready in
the most essential points for immediate service.
I can start with one hour’s notice.
[ have the bonor to be, your obedicnt servant,
D. L. BRAINE, U, 8, Navy,
Lieutenant in Oharge, U. N. N. Monticello.

Hon. G1DEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

LI'eport of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, ', S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, of the arrival of United States vesgels at Hampton Roads,

U, 8, FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Foriress Monroe, Va., June 9, 1861,

Sir: [ have the honor to inform the Department that the U. S, S,
Flag, Lieutenant Commanding Sartori, arrived here on the 2d instant
and (ho U. 8. 8. Union, Commander Goldsborough, on the 3d instant,
with n prize already referred to in my dispatch No. %. They both
sniled on the evening of the 3d to join Flag-Ofticer Stringham. I would
also report to the Department the arrival of the U. 8. 8. A nacostia,
Licutenant Commanding N, Collins, on the Tth instant,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, siv, your obedient servant,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron,
IHon. GIDEON WELLES,
Seerctary of' the Nary, Washington, 1. (.

Order of lv'lu_q-().;ﬁ('m' Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Liewtenant Selfridge, U, N, Nary, commanding U, 8. 8,
Yankee, to proceed with that vessel to 'hiladecdphia for repairs,

U S, FLAGRUIT CUMBERLAND,
O Fortress Monrvoe, June 1y 1861,

S By diveetion of the Seerctary of the Navy, you will procced in
the stenm tug Yankee to Philadelphin navy yard for the purpose of
having her coppered and machinery vepaived,

You will report yourselt' to the commandant of the mavy vand and ase
all possiblo dispateh in having your vessoel repaived and retura to this
place ua goon as possible,

Yory respeetiully,
G4, PENDERGRARY,
Mlag-Opficer, Commanding West Inedia Sonadron,

Floutenant. 'Mos, O, SELertbae, U0 8, Navy,
Commanding Steam Tag Yanker,
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Order of Flag-Oflicer Dendergrast, U, S. Navy, commanding West! India
Squadron, to Lieutenant Crosby, U. S. Navy, to report for duty to
Major-General Butler, U7, S, Army.

U. 8. I'nAGsHe OUMBERLAND,
‘ O I'ortress Monroe, Va., June 9, 1861,
SIrR: By direction of the Secretary of the Navy, yeu are hereby
ordered to report to Major-General Butlor, for such special duty as he
may assign you. This order is not intended to detach you from the
Cumberland, nor to deprive yon of sen pay during your absency, but
gshould the Cumberland sail befors the completion of your services
ashore, you will be ordered to some one of the vessels comprising the
blockading squadron nunder I'lag-Oflicer Stringham,
Vevy respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flay-Oglicer, Commanding West India Sqyuadron,
Lieutenant Priror Crospy, U S, Navy.

Report of Flag-Opicer Pendeorgrast, U, S, Navy, commanding West India
Nquadron, regarding  orders  issued to Licutenants  Selfridge  and
Crosby.

U. 8, IFLAasnIr CUMBEEKLAND,
Of Fortress Monroe, Va., June 9, 1861,
Sir: 1 have the honor to inform the Department that 1 have ordered

Lieutenant Selfridge, of this ship, to the command of the Yankee, and

Licutenant Crosby huaving been ordered on special duty, leaves this

ship deficient two lisutonants,

[ would be pleased it the Department will supply their places,
I have the honov (o be, very respecttully, sirv, your obedient servant,
(i, J. PENDERGRAST,
Flay-Ogicer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Hon, GinEON WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D, (',

Report of Mlag-Ogicer Pendergrasty, U S, Navy, commanding West Indin
Squadron, ransmitting information regarding steamer Quaker City.

U, 8. Fraasiie CudMBERLAND,
O Fortress Monroe, Vi, June 9y 1861,
$31r: 1-have the honor herewith to enclose to you two letters, one
from Oaptain Wilson, agent ot tho owners of tho Quaker City, and ono
from Solon I'arrver, chiet engineor, upon which was based my letter to
the Department for instraction to send her to New York.

The Quaker Uity has been of great. sorvice to us here, and has beon
an active cruiser.  Should shebreak down, I haveno vessel to tako her
place,

I have the honor to be, siv, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

(t, J. PENDERGRANT,
Flag-Ogieer, Commanding West Indic Squadron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C,
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[ Enclosures, |

U. 8. 8. Quaker Crry,
Hampton Koads, June 7, 1861,

Sir: Commander Carr, U, 8. Navy, the commanding oflicer of this
vessel, has handed me an extract of w communication to, you from the
honorable Secretary of the Navy, to the effect that the owners of the
Ouuker Cily keep that vessel in repair, and the (iovernment is not
called upon for any of her expenses, :

1 have most respectfully to remark, as the agent for the owners ot
the Quaker City, that the question is not onoe of expenses. It iy simply
to lind a place, materials, and mechanies wherowith to keep her in run-
ning order,

It is unnecessary to detail now, after the ropeated representations to
you, the condition of tho vessel and the necessity of repairs.

Bo assured, sir, that sho will run as long as possible, and 1 only ask
that reasonable opportunities may be afforded to keep her machinery
in an clicient state,

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
THoMas W. WILSON,

Flag-Ofticer PENDERGRAST, U, S, Navy,

Commanding U. N, Naral Forces, Hampton Rouads.

U. 8. 8, QuAakEr Orry,
Chesapeake Bay, June 5, 1561,
Sir: Having beon informed that the charter of the above-named
steamer hasg been renewed by the Government for o period of ninety
days, I beg respectfully to inform you that having been originally
ordered to prepare the ship for thirty days only, my stock of engino
stores and material will soon require veplenishing, and although the
engine and boilers are still comparatively in ordor, yot the ordinary
wear of over forty days’ steaming will shortly necessitate a return to
somo port. whero the advantagoe ol a machine rhop ¢an be obtained.
Respectfully submitting tho foregoing (o your consideration, I am,
yours, very respecttully,
SoLoM FARRER,
Chic/” Engineer,
Captain- O, Care,
Commanding,

Order of the Sceretary of the Navy to Licutenant Braine, U, N, Naoy,
commanding U, S, S, Monticello, regarding that vessel,

NAVY DEpArTmMENT, Jure 10, 1561,
Nir: A soon as the steamer Monticello is prapared for sorvice, you
will return with her to Hampton Roads and repory to Flag-Ofiicer
Stringham, or tho senior conmanding ofiicer pressnt,-for duty,
Commander 13, M. Yard has been ordered to commund the Monticello,
and will join hier at Hampton Roads,
I am, respectfully, your obedient sorvant,
GIDEON WELLEH,
Licutenant D, L., BRAINE,
Temporarily in Charge Monticello, Wuashington,
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Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, regarding operations of hiz command and capture
of brig Hallie Jackson,

U. 8. 8, MINNESOTA,
Of Survannah, June 11, 1861,

SirR: I had the honor of addressing you, under date of Juno 0, advis.
ing the Departmel. t of the occurences oft Charleston up to and includ-
ing that date, which I forwarded by tho prize to the U, 8, brig Perry,
the schooner Savannah, in charge ot Midshipman R. 8. McOook,

On the Gth instant, about 8 p. m., I was much gratified by tho arrival
of the steamer Union, Lieutenant Commanding J, R, Goldsborough, and
Flag, Lieutenant Commanding Lewis (. Surtori, and on the 7th, about.
8 a. m,, by the arrival of the frigate Wabash, Captain Samuel Mercer,

The same day I ordered the [/nion to procced to her station off
Savannah,

On thes8th instant we discovered a vessel to the south and west of
our station. Iordered the I'lay to seo what vessel it was; she reported
the Union, which vessel had chased a steamer with n vessel in tow,
The commander of the Union supposed one was a privateer, from the
fact of being fired on by the vessel in tow. They escaped, going into
Stono.

The Union returned to Savannah, I ordered the Flag to look care-
fully after these vessels, Up to tho time of my departure nothing was
seen of them,

Leaving the Wabhash and Flag oft Oliurleston, I came down to Savan-
nah yesterday. When oft iit. Helens [8. U.] wo boatded a bark stand-
ing off the land under easy suil. Fhe proved to be the Iinglish bark
Bdward, from Liverpool for Savanpal, with salt anl conl. The chiof
mate cameo on board of us and reported that tho captgin had been on
shore since Wednexsday last, going in a bont {rom shore; that the bark
bhad been twice boarded, June 6 by U, S, brig Perrp, and 8th June by
U. 8, 8. Union, each time warned eft and notified of tho blockade,
Under these circumstances and other stitements of suspicious character,
1 ordered the bark to follow in chargo of Lioutenant Bryant.,

Bhe followed us to onr present anchorage, when I ordered Acting
Muaster Josinh Snow {o visit and examine the bark, who veported the
cargo of salt as having been evidently moved, which, in connection
with the statement of the mate, that o shore stoumer, the Robert
Olinehy having boen twico alongside, the absence for so long a time of
the captain, ete., raised o strong suspicion in my mind of her having
been ongaged in an unlawful proceeding., Yot under the eircumstances
of' the absence of tho master, nud all the ship’s papers being out of tho
possession or control of the mate and he unable to pp'oduco any for
my oxamination, 1 have finally concluded to order this vessol to pro-
ceed atoneo to sen, going to any foreign port or to o port in the United
States north of the capoes of Virginia,

We also boarded the English schooner Vietoria, from Havana, bound
to New York, and after noting the circumstances on her papers sho
proceeded on her voyage; and at samo time yesterday witnessed the
eapture by the stemmer {'nion of the brig Hallie Jackson, owned in
Bavanuab, bound from Matanzas to Bavannah with molasses, L hanve
ordered her to Now York, under chargo of Lieutenant N, O, Bryant,

Wa are engaged this morning In supplying with conl the {/nion.
8he uses coal very fust, and carrios but little, She {8 not it for an
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Atlantie blockading vessel, will only do near a coal depot. [ herowith
forward tho oaths of the crew of the Minnesota,
Respecttully, your obedient servant,
8. 1. STRINGUAM,
Flay-Oglicer, Atlantic Blockading Syuadron.
Lion. GIDEON WELLES.

Letter from the Secretary of the Nuvy to Flug-Officer Stringham, U. 8.
Navy, commanding Atlantiv Blockading Squadron, transmitling sug-
gestions regarding Smith’s Island ax a probable point of smuggling
opcrations.

Confldential.] NAvVY DEPARTMENT, June 11, 1861,

Sir: [ enclose herewith a copy of u communication received at this
Departwment bearing the following endorsement, viz:
HEADQUARTERS OF TIIK ARMY,
Washinglon, June 11, 1861,
Respectfully referred to the honorably Sesretary of the Navy for hia information.
By vommuand of Licutenant-General Scott:
Gro. W, CULLUM,
Licutenant-Colonel and Ald-de-Camp.
Very respectfully, ete.,
11IDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
Commodore 8. I, STRINGIIAY,
Commandiny Atlantio Blockading Squadron,

[ Encloaure.)

WOROESTER, June 9, 1861,

IToNORED Sin: L take the liberty of suggesting that thers may be
somo piratical work going on, or landing of contraband articles swy-
plying Maryland and Virginin, ete,, at Smith’s Island, situate north
and adjoining the entrance of Oapes Oharles and Henry, the mouth of
the Ohesapoake.

Tho island may he some 8 or o miles long, I amn not posted on this,
but there are several places of inlet to it botweon the continent and it,
and very fow houses on the island. [t used to belong to G. W, Parko
Custis, and now, L suppose, to Oolonel Leo(thut was); formerly belonged
to General Washington,

I’lense excuse the liberty I have tuken in thus addressing you. A
vessel may easily look around ocensionally. 1 only feel donlrous to
sorve thoe Union, aud thus dissharge an impression on my mind. I am
i residont of Washington and do not sign my name, as T may bo much
injured it known in this at present, but, it desirablo, after a while will
mnko myself known,

With great respect, your humble servant, UN1ON,

Ty Fixcelleney W, Soorr,

Lieutenant-Qeneral, U, S, Army.

Order of the Scorstary of the Navy to Fleg-Oficer Pendorgrast, U, 8.
Nary, commanding Wert India Squadron, regurding U. S, /5, Quaker
Jity.

NAvyY DepArRTM™MEIT, June 11, 1561,
Sir: Your No. 00, dated the 9th inst, hns Been recelved, The
Quaker Oty has been [onn be] sent to Now York, when the necessity
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arises, and the Montioello, which has been ordered to Hampton Roads,
can take her place,

Kvery exertion should be made to expedite the return of the Quaker
City to her station,

The Department authorizes you to appoint temporarily a clerk, the
appointment to continue during the pressure of business at Hampton
Roads,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
G1DFON WELLER,

Flag-Officer (1, .J. PENDERGRASKT,

Comdy, West Indin Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Flag-Ogleer Pendergrast, U, S, Navy, commanding Weat India
Nquadron, reqarding fresh water,

U. 8. FLAdGsHIP QUMBRRLAND,
OfF Fortress Monroey, V., June 11, 1861,
Sir: T have the honor to inforin the Department that [ was in error
in stating that the Baltimore honts arrived here regularly, Sumdays
excepted; they arrive every dayy including Sunday.
I would also state that they have brought here about 23,000 gallons
of water supplied by Mr, Clayton,
[ will notll‘y Mr. Clayton of the amount needed for the other ships,
fo that he can furnish it in timeo.
I have the honor to he, very respectiully, sir, your obedient servant,
G, J, PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Opicer, Commanding West India Squadron,
Ton, GIHEoON WELLES,
SNeoretury of the Navy.

Report of Flag-Oficer Pendergrast, U, S, Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, of the avrival of the {1, 8. 8. Daylight.

U, 8, I'Laasie QUMBERLAND,
_ o Fortress Monroe, V., June 11, 1861,
Sie: 1 have the honor to inform the Department that the U, 8, 8,
Daylight, Gommander Lockwood, arvived here on the evaning of the 9th
inutant, :
I have thoe honor to be, very respoetfully, your oboadient servant,
(. J. PENDERGRANT,
Flug-Ofteery Commanding Went Tndia Squadyon,
Hon. GibEON WELLER,
Neerctary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0,

Report of Flag-Oficer Pendeygrast, 11, 8, Navy, commanding West India
Nguadvon, trangmitting veports vegarding repaivs needed Yy the 17, 8, 8.
Harriet Lane,

U, B, FrAdsne QUMBERLAND,
Of Fortress Monvoey, Vg June 19, 1861,
NIr: I have the honor herawith to enclose to the Departmoent. two
letters, one from Onptain Faunee and the other from the ehief engineer
of the U, 8. 8, Harriet Lane,
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I would state to the Dopartment thut the Harriet Lane has been an
nctive cruiser here, and that I believe the suggestionsof Oaptain Fuunce
to bo well founded.

I would be pleased to have the instructions of the Department in
relation to her,

[ have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servunt,

4. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Ogicer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

| Fuclosurn,)

U. 8, 8. HARRIET LANE,
Of" Newport News, June 11, 1861,

Sie: I have the honor to state that repaira are absolutely noecessary
to this vessel and her engines; hor boilers also require n thorough over-
hauling; the ship’s provisions will be exhausted by the 30th of this
monthy that the terms of service of many of my crew aud engineer
department will expire within ten days, and that the armament of this
uhh) is by no means such as should be provided to render her efficient
in the present state of atluirs,

In view of these fiucts, and of the immportant events that may soon be
expected to transpire In this vicinity, { have to request that this ship
be ordered to New York for the necessary re‘miru, alterations, and sup-
plies at as carly a day as possible, in ordec that when called upon for
active service in the fuce of the encimy we may not be so linble to defeat
and disgrace, as would be the cuso in our present condition it again
called upon to encounter o dotermined and well-armed enemy.

[ would also respectfully call your attentjon to the enclosed report
of my chief engincer,

I am, very respectiully, your obediont servant,
JOUN FAUNOE,
Commander,
Flag-Oflicer (1, J, PENDERGRANT,
Flagship Cumberland, off Fortress Monroe,

[ Bubenelonugn. )

U, H, B, Harrnsr LANE,
O Newport News, Va,y Juno &, 1861,

HSue: 1 have again the honor to enll your anttention to the condition
of the boilers and engines of this vessel,  Bteam having beon kept up
on the ship ever sineo sho left the Brooklyn navy yard, in February
lnst, with the excoption of three days only, the engines require repuek-
ing throughout. Not only do the bollers require some repairs necessury
to their strength under pressare of steam, but the valve motion con-
tinues much deranged, nnd tho engine frumes work badly on account of
the corroding away of the holding-down bolts, which has alrondy cnuned
the breaking of the oxhaust-pipe connection, thoreby destroying the
vacuum, and so groatly reducing the power of the englines ax to dostroy
theiy capneity for quiek action,  ‘I'his was unplonsantly tho caso to-duny
daring the action with the battory on Plg Polut, whon, for somae thne,
I was under the greatest, anxioty lest, tho englnes should lose theiv
action,  Sltuated as wo then wero, this might have resulted in tho losg
of the ship und serivus calamity to all on board,
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Under these peculiar ¢ircumstances, and in order that the vessel may
retain her reputation for efticiency, I beg leave to submit the necossity
of her soon undergoing tho necessary repairs,

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES R. DEZBURGL,
Chief Engineer,
Qaptain JNO, FAUNCE,
17, N\. S, Harriet Lane.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Purriance, U. 8. Navy,
commanding U, N, frigate St. Lawrence, to proceed to duty in the
Atlantio Blockadinyg Squadron,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 12, 1861,
Bir: The U. 8, frigate 81, Lawrence, under your command, is to form
a part of the Atlantic Blockading Squndron, Flag Oficer t3ilas U, String.
ham. As soon as she shall be in all respects prepured for rea, you will
proceed with her to Hampton Roads and report to I'lag-Officer String:
ham, or the senior commanding ofticer present, for duty.
You will transmit to the Department before sailing a muster roll of
the crew of the St. Laiwrrence and a separate list ot her ofticers.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Oaptain IuaH Y, PURVIANCE,
Commanding U7, S, Frigate St. Lawrence, Philadelphio,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 5. Navy,
commanding West India Squadron, regarding the U. 8. N. larriet Lane,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 1.3, 1861,

SIr: I have received your No, 99, enclosing (ho report of Captain
IFaunce and the engineer of the Harriet Lane on the condition of tho
machinery of that vessel,

You will please direct Captain Faunce to proceed to New York with
the Harriet Lane, whore she will bo repaired with all dispateh and then
return to her station.

I am, respectfully, your obediont servant,
GInroN WELLES,

Flag Officor (1, J. PENDERGRAST,

Commanding West India Squadron, Hampton Roadx,

Order of Flug-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8. Nary, commanding Weat India
Squadron, to Commander Carr, U, S, Nary, commanding chartered
steamer Quaker City, to proceed to New York for repairas.

U, 8, FLAGsHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortrcss Monroe, Va., June 13, 1861,
Bir: You will proceed in tho chartered steamer Quaker City to Now
York for the purposes sot forth in Oaptain Wilson’s letter to me.
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You will use all possibledispatch in having these suggestions carried
out, and lose no time in returning to this place. '

Captain Wilson stated in his letter that from four to five days would
be necessary, and I shall expect the Quaker City hore at that time.

You will plense give passage to seven invalid seamen belonging to
this ship on their way to the New York hospital.

Yory respectiully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flay-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Commander OVERTON OARR, U. 8, Navy,
Commanding Quaker City.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding the movements of the U. S. steamers Monticello
and Quaker City.

U. 8. IFLagsuir QUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 13, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the U. S, 8,
Monticello, Lisutenant Oommauding Braine, hay arrived here, and
that I have this day dispatched the Quaker City to New York for
the purpose of carrying out the suggestions of Oaptain Wilson in his
letter to me already submitted to the Doepartment in my dispateh No,
06. 1 would respectiully suggest to the Department that some arrange-
ment be made hero with the ordnance factory at Fortress Monroe, so as
to enable the s:nall repuirs on vessels to he made here, and thereby save
the time and cxpenso of sending them North, These suggestions wera
made after o consultation with Major-General Rutler, 1 would respect-
fully request that n competent naval engineer, with four machinists
and two boiler makers, bo sent heroe for that purposoe,

I have tlo hotor {o be, very rexpectfully, sir, your obodient servant,

(i. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag- Officer, Conmarding West India Squadron,

Hon, (hueoN \WELLES,
Socretary of the Navy.

Letter from the Secvetavy of the Navy to WMay-Officor Stringham, U, S,
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regurding the clos-
ing of the porta of North Carolina by means of sunken vessols, and
transmitting correspondence su yesting the importance of olosing the
porl of° Fernandina,

Qonfidential.] NAvY DEPARTMENT, June 14, 1861,

Sir: I send you herewith copics of lettdrs received at this Depart.
ment from the Assistant Sceretary of tho'Treasury and the collector at
Wilmington, Del.  'T'he suggestionss in regard to Fernandina and the
importanee of having an armed vessel ab that point have been hereto-
fore mude by other parties.  'I'his is probably the most important port
to close up on the enstern coast of Florida, It is also deemed wlvis.
able that un armed vessel should, at all events for u period, be stationed



720 ATLANTIC BLOCKADING BQUADRON.

off Cape I'ear, provided it ¢an be done without weakening other more
important points that should be guarded with unremitting vigilance.
1t 1s represented that no inconsiderable amount of commerce is carried
on at this time from various places in North Carolina, but especially
from Cape Ifear. In regard to muany of the smaller inlets, it has
already been intimated that Ly sinking hulks or captured prizes of
little value, communication may be suppressed. Hulks can probably
he obtained at DBaltimore to enable you to ¢lose some of the Southern
ports.  You will please give this suhie(:t. consideration, and communi-
cate your views to the Dopartmant,
I am, respectiully, ote.,
GIDEON WELLES,
NSeeretlary Navy.
Flag-Officer 8. 11, STRINGHAM,
Commanding Atlantio Blockading Squadron,

{ Encloaure. |

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, June 6, 1861,

SIR: Tho onclosed communicention from Mr. Rodney, collector at
Wilmington, Del., 1 deem to ho of suflicient. importance to demand of
ma & statemont in regard to it.

Fernandina is the Atlantic terminus of the Ilorida Railroad. Mr.
Yulee, formerly of the Senate, hus control of the road, and for the pur-
pose of passenger and mail communieation with Oharleston by the out-
side route had completed last full a now steamer, said to be fast., It is
to this steamer, undoubtedly, that the lotter refers, From Savanuah
to Key West thero is no fort except anold one at [St.] Augnstine, Fer-
nandina may bo approached by large vessels dirvect from the sea,
and by smallor vessels throngh the inner passage from OGumberland
Sound. What batteries may have been erected this spring I, of course,
know not, but T am satisfied that the steamer referred to could with
eiase be cut out and at the same time the railroad bridge connecting
Fernandina with the mainland bo destroyed, and the usefulness of that
road in a groat degree impaired, if not destroyed.

I am, respectfully,
(i1:0, HHARRINGTON,

Hon, 8, ', Onask,

[Snbencloanre |

WILMINGTON, DEL,, June A, 1861,

Sire: I have this moment received information whieh I think the
Uovornment should be in possession of,

Ouptain Brower, of the schooner Anna Smith, of Wilmington, Dol.,,
reached here this day and roports that his vessel was eaptured by order
of tho government of Florida at. Codar Keys, on the 12th day of May
lant, from whonce he made his eseape; that tim rebels are arming with
two heavy gung, and n orew to consist of 160 men, o romarkably fust
stenmer at the port of Fernanding, eastorn Florida, for the purpose of
intercepting the California steamers,

Onptain Brower is o relinble and intelligent i, and full faith may
bo given to his report.

With high respeet, otey,
T. M. RonNEy,

Hon, 8, I’ CHARE,

Neorotary T'reasury.
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Order of the Seoretary of the Navy to the senior officer at Hampton Roads,
to seize steamer Hurl, supposed to be engaged in illegal traffic.

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 14, 1861.

Sir: It has been reported to this Department that a small steamer,
supposed to be the Hurl, plying between Baltimore and the Pocomoke
River, is laden with articles contraband of war. This steamer must be
seized and examined. Smith’s Island is reported to be the rendezvous
of stores, etc., for the Virginia shore, which will also call for your
investigation,

Very respectfully, ote.,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
SENIOR NAVAL OFFICER,
Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8.
Navy, commanding West India Squadron, to [furnizh information
regarding focilitics for repairing vessels at Fortress Monroe.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 15, 1861,

Sir: Your No. 100* has been received, in which you suggest that
some arrangement be made with the ordnance factory at Fortress Mon-
roe, 8o a8 to ennble the small repairs on vessels to be made there, and
thus save the time and expense of sending them North.

The Department would like to have more definite information on this
subject and to know what arrangoment can be made. It has no infor-
mation of the facilities of the factory for executing such repairs, ete.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Flag-Ofticor G, J. PENDERGRAST,

Oommanding West India Squadron,

Report of Flag-Oflicer Pendergrast, U, S, Nary, commanding West India
Squadron, of the arrival at Fortress Monroeof the U, 8. ship Jamestown,

U. 8. Fr.Agsuir QUMRERLAND,
Of Fortress Monroe, Va., June 15, 1861,
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the U, 8. sloop
of war Jamestown, Commander Charles Green, arrived hero last oven-
ing.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient sorvant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron,

1lon. G1DEON WELLES,
Seoretary of' the Navy, Washington, D. C.

"Hm p. T19,
N W R—VOL 6——140
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Order of Flug-Officer Pendergrast, U. N. Nuvy, commanding Weat India
Nquadron, to Caplain {reen, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. ship
Jamestown, to prepare that vessel for sed.

U, 8. I'LAGs1HIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 15, 1861.

Sir: You will prepare yourship for sea in all respects, and have your
water, wood, and provisions lilled up.
You will inform moe when you are ready nnd await the further orders
of Flag-Oficer Stringham.
Very respectfully, (i, J. PENDERGRAST,
Flay- Officer, Commanding West India Sqynadron.
Commander OHAs, GREEN,
Commanding U, S, Ship Jamestown,

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U1, S, Navy,commanding West India
Nquadron, to the judge of the U, N, district oourt, Baltimore, regarding
captured schooner Arcola,

U. 8. Fr.AGsIIPr OUMBERLAND,
OfF Fortress Monroe, Va,, June 16, 1861,

Sir: I sond you herowith the papers relating to the prize schooner
Arcola, Gaptain Lewis, of Norfolk, Va., from Baltimore, bound to New
York; cargo, corn and merchandise,

The said schooner was seized by order of IFlag-Oflicer Stringham on
the 22d day of May, ns belonging to the citizons of' n scceded State, af.
war with the United States,

Her cargo (corn) was ordered to be landed at Fortress Monroe for
the use of the Government by Flag-Officer Stringhuam,

The remaining c¢argo (merchandise) I have ordered with the vessel {o
Baltimore in charge of Jolin G. IFoster, master’s mate o' this ship, for
such action as may ho necessary in sueh cases,

Very respectiully, your obedient servant,
(i, J. PENDERGRASRT,
Plag-Oglicer, Commanding West India Squadron,

U, 8. Digrrier Junar,
Baltimore, Md.

Report of Flag-Oflicer Pendergrasty, U, S, Navy, commanding West India
Squadvon, transmilting reports of commanding oflleer and engineer of
the U1, S0 N Dawen, regarding impaired condition of that vessel,

U, S, I'r.aG¢sime QUMBERLAND,
OfF Fortress Monroe, Va., June 16, 1861,

Sk T have the honor herewith to enclose the reports of Commander
Obandler and the engineer of the I, 8, 8, Dawn, from which tho
l)cpurtnmnt will loarn that sho is in o vory t!oplorubio condition,

From what I have seen of the vessel she is very inefliciont, hoth in
armament and every other respect, and 1 would respectfully suggest
that o more suitable vessol be sent here to take hor place,

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

(1, J. PENDERURAKT,
Flag-Ofieer, Commanding West Lndia Squadron.

Hon, GinkroN WiELLEN,
Neoretuary of the Nary, Washington, D. (),
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The boilers of the NDwien have just been repaired at Baltimore,
B. I', IsnERwooOD,
Engineer in Chief.
JuLy §, 1861,
{ Fudlosurea. |
U. 8. S, DAwN,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, June 15, 1861,

SiR: On my way to your anchorage, I have the honor to inform you
that nothing very material in referenco to the blockade of' York River
by the vessel under my command has occurred since my report to you
of the 29th ultimo; but that, in consequence of repented leaks in the
smaller boiler Hues, and the unreliable condition ot several of thoem, I
have been compelled to leave my station in order to roquest a survey on
them. As, without the ability to get up steam and anchor instantly,
night or day, for mancuvering, a vessel of only two (broadside) guns,
and as unmanageable hs this steamer is with her sails, I feel an unwill.
ingness to imperil her safety by such inetticiency, or to fail in accom-
plishing the object of the Government in an efiectual blockade of that
river.,

After patching the leak referred to in my report of the 29th we
steamed out of Hampton Roads the next morning for our station, but
had not got within 10 miles of it (being under 28 pounds of steam only)
before we sprang a leak in another flue, which, soon oxtinguishing the
fire, compelled uy in the fuce of our foe to conceal our crippled condi-
tion from view by making the last 6 miles from our usual anchorage
under the square sail alone, the wind being (fortunately) abaft at the
time,

IHaving anchored about ¢ miles from Yorktown and repaired that
lenk as soon as possible, we have kept the fires banked (with steam
under 28 pounds) ever since, oxcopt on the following oceasions, viz:
At early dawn on the Tth (afier a denso fog in Ohesapenko Bay during
the previous day and night had lifted), having discovered three ships
at anchor from b to 7 miles to the custward and northward and oast-
ward of Back River light house, and supposed that they might have,
in the fog, eluded tho blockado below, we got up stoum and anchor
and ran alongside of each, bonrding two of them and having o boat
with the captain and his papers sent o us from the other,  On exam-
ination of their papers found that they had been proporly endorsed
by ono of the blockading force ofl’ Gupe Hoenry two or three days
before.  Previously to this (on the 3d June) wo had pursued a schooner
heating across the mouth of York River from Poguosin IFlat, which,
upon coming up with, and ordering the skipper with his papers on
hoard, proved to bo the prize I, W.Jehuson (londed with railvond iron),
and senf, by you to Baltimore under the command of Mr, Ghisholm,

On another oceasion (hth June) wo stenmaed out of York River to
cut oft a sailbont, but faiting in that we bonrded, at anchor on tho caxst,
side of York Spit, 0 Baltimors brigantine, bound to one of the West
India Islands from Baltimore,

The day before yesterdiy wo got. up stoam and anchor and ran over
to the east side of York Spit to proenre sand from one of the small
islands enstward of Monday’s Marsh Point, roturning to onr usual
anchorage in the middla of York River the snme atternoon,

Yesnterday, about 10 a, m,, while at. anchor with firos banked and
stean ot 27 pounds, n lenk commonced in ono of the smull flues on
starboard side. Wo immediatoly got underway, not wishing to bo



724 ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

caught in o disabled condition, and steamed down the river, burning
wood to keep the fires in, until wo could reach a place of more security
from any attack from a vur\' superior force that a knowledge of our
crippled state might provoke.  When we hal reached the buoys about
10 miles from Yorktown, our fires giving out, we anchored, and ax
soon as possible patehed thoe leak.

By 7 p. m. wo had about 28 pounds of steam up again and fires
banked tor the night, when about 10 o’clock u leiak brokeout in another
small flue about amidships, compelling us to let oft’ steam and blow the
water out of the beiler again preparatory to patching for the fourth
time. At daylight this morning we examined and repiired the leak,
and got up steam and anchor this afternoon with the intention of
steaming down here, lest by remaining longer, even with the fires
banked, the flues might give out altogether.

Since writing my report 1 have beon handed a communication by the
first assistant engineer in reference to tho condition of our boiler and
flues, & copy of which is herewith submitted,

Also, accompanying this, a duplicate requisition from the different
departments as to our wants, the gunner's boing more particularly in
answer to your order of' the 7th June,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM CIHIANDLER,
Commander, U/. S, Navy.

Flag-Ofticer G, J, PENDERGRAST,

Commanding Home | West India) Squadron,

I’. 8.—1 have also the honor to send a memorandum of the quantity
ol' coal, provisions, wood, and water remaining on hand at this date,
Very respectfully, your ovedient servant,
WiILLIAM CHANDLER,
Commander, U. 8. Navy.

. S, (CHARTERED) STEAMER DAWN,
June 15, 1861,

Sir: The following is in our ()pnnnn a correet statemont. in leg.ml to
the Dwien’s boiler:

Tho boiler is 24 feat 8 inches in longth, and 10 feet in diameter; has
two furnaces 6 feet 6 inches long by 4 feet 3 inches wide; has onoe 30-
inch and one 12-in¢h flue running torward from each; has thntv 8-inch
return flues, The shell of the boiler is three. ulp;hths of an inel thick,
and in good order. The 30-inch tlues have never leaked any. ’l‘he
8-inch flues are in a very bad condition; the iron is not more than ono
thirty-second of an inch thick in many places, varying trem that to one-
eighth of an inch. 'l‘lm\' ean not be patehed so as to make them safe,
and they are likely to give out at any time, even with a pressure of 25
pounds to the square inch, The furnaces are worn considerably, but
have not givon us any trouble since we left, New York.

A. W, REYNOLDS,
irst Engincer.
I.. BURITANS,
Second Engincer.
SAMIL. TOMLINSON,
Third Engincer,
Oaptain WM., CHANDLER,
Commander,
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Report of Flay-Officer Pendergrasty, U, 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding U, S, steamers Harriet Lane and Qualker City.

U. 8. Fragsinir CUMBERLAND,
OfF Fortriss Monroe, Va., June 16, 15861,
Sir: [ have the honor to acknowledge tho receipt of the Departiment’s
letter undor dato of the 16th instant directing mo to send the Harriet
Luane |to] New York.
I shall do 8o a8 soon as the Quaker City returns, as I ean not well spare
thom both at this time,
I havo the honor to be, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRANT,
Flag-Oflicer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Hon. GiptoN WELLES,
Necretary of the Navy, Washington, . (.,

Order of Flag-Oflicer Pendergrast, U. S, Navy, commanding West India
Syuadron, to Commander (reeny, U S, Navy, commanding U, N, ship
Jamestown,

U. S, FrLAGsHy CUMBERLAND,
O Fortress Monroey, V., June 16, 1861,
Sik: You will please move your ship up to the place indicated by me
to you during this tide.
Vary respectfully,
G, J. PENDERGRART,
Flag-Opicer, Commanding West India Squadron,

Oommander OHARLES (GREEN,
Commanding Jamestown.,

Report of Flag-Oflicer Pendergrast, U. S, Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding prize schooner Areola,

U, 8. IFnagsun CUMBERLAND,
OfF Fortress Monrvoe, V., June 18, 1861,
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that 1 yesterday
gent, tho prize schooner .lreola, Captain Lewis, of Norfolk, Va,, {rom
Baltimore, bound to New York (cargo, corn and merchandise), to the
U, 8, court at Baltimore, The said schooner was seized by order of
Flag-Ofiicer Stringham on the 22d day of May, and her eargo of corn
was landed at Fortress, Monroe for the use of the Government, by order
of IMlag-Officer Stringf\:nn. All papers relating to the Areola wers
sent with her, including o letter to the U, 8. district judge, stating the
facts of her seizure.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obediont servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Opicer, Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, D. €,
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[ Endoracmont. |

This vessel, Arcola, was owned in Norfolk, Va,
Respecttully torwarded,
S. T1 STRINGHAM,
Flag-Oglicer, Atlantie Blockading Squadron.

Report of Flug-Oficer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantie
Blockading Squadron, of evuise from June 11 to 18, and referring to
prize vessels Savannah and Hallie Jackson.

U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, June 18, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your favor of May
24, instructing mo to furnish duplieate instructions to prize masters, so
that one copy may bo deposited with the clerk of the distriet court to
whieh the prize may be sent.

Also yours of same date apprising e that the steamer Flag, Lieu-
tenant Commanding Lewis (). Sartori, will form part of the Atlantic
Blockading Squadron. 1 have informed you otf' her arrival oft Oharles-
ton, June Gy in company with the Union, and 1 am now prepared to say
that I find her a very useful vessel, having excellent capacity for coal,
which will obviate the necessity of leaving her station except al long
intervals, She is oft Oharleston in company with the Wabash,

Also yours of May 27, apprising me of' the recharter of the Quakar
City, and that she will form part of' the Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Also of same dato with veference to allowance tor pilots when thoy
mess in the wardroom, [ acknowledge receipt ot” your last esteemed
fuvor under date of May 28, 1861, which reached mo also off Oharles-
ton, with the arrival of thoe Wabash, Flag, and Union, | availed mysolf
of thoe presence of the two former at Charleston to go oft Savannah.
With my proceedings there, 1 bave already made the Department
acquainted by letter June 11, 1 returned oft Oharleston June 12, where
I remained until 156th, when I'left for Hampton Roads, where 1 arrived
on the 18th instant.

Nothing of consequence occurred at Charleaton previous to my leayv
ing, oxcopt an oflicinl visit from the Knglish consul, Robert Bunch, esq.,
in company with Henvy Thompson, master of the British bark Edward,
feeling reliove:d to find his bark had not gone to New York in charge of
a prize master, ‘Tho consul | was] satisfied when fhe circumstances wero
explained upon which I acted, By consent of the consul, Mr, Chatard
went with him to Oharleston, whither he was proceeding, via Savannah,
in the beig Haliie Jackson, when she was captured by the U, 8, S,
Union,

My, O, is a planter of Cuba, having frequent intercourse with the
United States,  His wifo and one daughtor are now in Gharleston, and
another married and settled in Boston,

I conld not. refuse to comply with his request to bo tnken on board
this ship instend of being sent forward by the Juckson. 1 hope this
will not meot the disapproval of the Department.

Wo arrived oft Fortress Monroe and anchored about noon to-day,
after a short passago from Oharvleston, without any incidont of impor-
tance,

Thero are on hoarvd this ship thirteen persons, including the eaptain
of' tho schooner Savannah, of whose capture I have already apprised
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you. One who gavehis name [us] ¢ (reorge Knickabocker,” I ordered to
New York in the schooner. I shall send the remainder to New York
by the first opportunity unless otherwise ordered by the Department,

Also the captain of the brig Jlallie Juckson, Captain John Byers, and
threeo of her crew, whom I shall send to New York, unless otherwise
directed, to be detained until the ordersof the Department ave sent
releasing them. I will state in reference to this captain that he acted
like a secessionist at heart, as he no doubt iy, and was prepared with
his secession fiag and the United States flag, Heo admitted baving
hoisted the secession flag in Cuba. 1 only suceeeded in Anding it after
a long and -carsful search, it having been hidden away between the
casks in the brig’s hold,

I encloso a list of ofticers and crew of privateer Savannah; also of
the brig Hallie Juckson, now on hoavd this ship,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. L STRINGHAM,
Flag-Olicer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
Hon. GIDEON WHELLES,
seerctary of Navy,

Request of' Flag- Oflicer Stringham, U. N. Navy, commanding Atlantiv
Blockading Squadron, for an intervicw with the Department,

I, S, S, MINNESOTA,
O Fortress Monroe, June 18, 1861,
Str: I should be pleased to visit Washington for o day, to consult
with the Department, it agreeable and not inconsistent with present or
immediately prospective orders from the Departinent.,
Respectiully, your obedient servant,
S, 1L STRINGHAM,
Flay-Olicer, Atlantic Blockading Syuadron,
IHon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secrctary of the Nuvy.

Report of Oaptain Mercery U S0 Navy, commanding U, S, S, Wabaxh,
regarding movement of  United States vessels (o and from Charles-
ton, N, 0.

U, S, STEAM FPRIGATE WABASIH,
O Charlestony June 18, 1861,
S The Tnion arrived at this anchorage this morning at 9 o'clock,
and T havo dispatehed the Flug to take hor place off Savannah, It
will be almost useless {o sond thoe Union here again,  Sho will he an
sdmirable vessel for the Chesapeako Bay, drawing 10 feet. when full, |
hope sonie more efliciont vessel will be substituted for hor. 1 am sorry
to lose thao services o' the Flag ad, this important. point,
The Vandalia arrived here on the 16th instant, and will ho of some
sorvico to us,
I am, sir, respoctfully, your obediont. servant,
SAML. MEROER,
(‘uptain,
Flag-Oftlecor S, 1, STRINGITAM,
Commanding U, 8, Atluntio Blockading Squadron,
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Order of the Sceretary of the Navy to Flay-Officer Pendergrast, U, S. Navy,
commanding West Indiit Squadron, regarding repairs to U. 8. 5. Dawn,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 18, 1861,
Sir: Send the steamer Daiwen to Baltimore for repairs, dirceting the
commanding oflicer to report his arrival there to the Department hy
telegraph,
An engineer will bhe sent to Baltimore by the Departwent to superin-
tend the repairs of the Dawn.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(i1IDEON WELLES,
Flag-Ofticer (v, J. PENDERGRAST,
Commanding West India Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Report of Captain Meveer, U S, Navy, commanding U, S, S, Wabash, of
the capture of the ship Amelia, June 18, 1861.

U, 8. STEAM IFFRIGATE WARASIL,
OfF Charleston, June 19, 1861,

Sir: Yesterday the (/nion arrived here about 9 in the morning,
Soon after her arrival, 1 ordered her to board w vessel which made her
appearance to the northward, wind then at northeast. She proved to
be a vessel belonging to Charleston, from Livarpool, under American
colors, As she was hound into Oharleston we captured her, and I had
a prize crew placed on board, and gave her in charge of Acting Master
John W, Bentley, with orders to proceed with her to I'hiladelphin. She
will tuke her doparture to-day.

The IMag wont to Savannah yesterday, to reliove the Union oY’ that
ort.

: 1 have given Captain Goldsborough orders to report to the senior
naval officer at Hanmpton Roads, 1 shall feel the loss of the Flag at
this point very mueh. Indeed, with this large ship, which can not
approach the shore nearer with safety than 3 miles, and the Vandalia,
a sailing vessol, 1 fear that tho blockade will not be as effectual as it
has been, It iy to be hoped that an officient steamer or two may bo
sent down to us vory soon—vessels that will carry plenty of conl. The
vessel eaplured is the Amelia, of Charleston.  She came very near got-
ting in, and would have donoe so if the pilots of Oharleston had kopt.
bright lookont. Thoe captain of the Amelic says there are several
American vessels bound to Oharleston under inglish colors, so 1 beg
of you to loso no time in sending us down o steameor or two.

I am, sir, respecttully, your obodient servant,
HAML, MERCUER,
Oaptain.

Flag-Ofitcer S, 11, STRINGHAM, .

Comdy, U, NS, Atantio Blookading Squadron, Flagship Minnesota,

P, 8.—This &hip, the Vandalia, and the Flag were present and in
sight whon the /nion eaptured the dmelia, and all equally entitled to
prize money it she should ho condemned.

8. MERORR,
Captain,
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Report of Commander Goldsborough, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8,
Union, of the capture of the ship Amelia, June 18, 1861,

{I. S. STEAMER UNION,
DPotomac Flotilla, Angust 31, 1861,

SirR: In compliance with your instructions of the 22d instant to fur-
nish the Department with a detailed report of the capture of the ship
Amelia by the Union under my command, I have the hounor to make
the following statement:

On the morning of the 18th of June, being off tho harbor of' Oharles-
ton, a &ail was discovered in the ofling to windward aubout 12 miles,
standing in shore, and apparently under easy sail. I was directed by
Captain Mercer to go in pursuit. Chase was immediately given, and
as we approached she changed her course, and stood from us; but
seeing that we were gaining upon her, and while in the act of firing a
gun, she tacked and stood for us,  Upon coming up, she proved to be
the ship Amelia, trom Liverpool, belonging and bound to Charleston,
with an assorted countraband cargo. I took possession, and convoyed
her to the anchorage, wheroe the Wabash, Coptain Mercer, lny, and to
whom 1 turned her over. 'I'he next day, Captain Mercer gent her with
a prize crow to Philadelphia, and directed mo to convoy her well into
the Gult Stream, which 1 did.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. R, GOLDSBOROUGH,
Commander, U, S. Navy,

Hon, GinEON WELLES,
Seoretary of the Navy, Washingtow, D, C.

Report of  Flag-Officer Stringham, U, S. Navy, commanding A Hantio
Blockading Squadron, giving names and dales of seizures,

U. S, 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, June 19, 1841,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledgo receipt of' your letter of Junn
3, 1501,

,l!y roforence to a list of the vessels seized, and the time of seizure, |
am able to inform the Deparfmont, that the ship NortheCuroline was
seized May L1, 1861, and the schooners oJ. . Etheridge, Mary, William
and John, Industry, William Henry, and Belle Conway were seized on
the 15th May, 1861

The ship North Carolina is owned in Norfolk, Va,

J. 1, Bthevidge, Mary, William and John, Industry, William Henry,
and Belle Conweay wore relensed, vessels and eargo, with oxeeption of
the eargo of the Industry, which was landed at Fortress Monroe for
the use of the Army,

Respectiully, your obedient servant,

S, 1L SrRINGITAM,
Flag-Ogieer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seerctary Navy,
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Report of Flag-Ofiicer Stringham, U. 8. MNavy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, acknowledying reccipt of dispatohes.

U. 8. 8. MINNEROTA,
Hampton Roads, June 19, 1861,

Sie: I have the honor to acknowledge roceipt of your letter of June
4, in reterence to W.'I'. B. Van Orden, jr.; also of dute June 6, appris.
mg me of his salety,

Ihavereccived appointments, with onths enclosed, for Actmg Mastors
John K. Rockwell, John V., Bentley, Jos. R, (-(ndon, Thomas 1. Gif-
ford, James B. (mulon, John MaeDiarmid, and I, W, Green. 1 ven-
tuw to return the appointment of My, (ucen, having seut him to New
York by the brig Hallic Jaockson with a letter to Commodore 8, I,
Breese. His conduct was such on board this ship (he having been
reported to me by Oaptain Van Brunt as intoxicated twice within four
or five days) that I recommended Commodore Breese| to let him go,
as being of little service,

1 have also received your lettor of Juune 5, in which I am informed
¢ jt iy the intention of the Government to prohibit foreigners from hay-
ing trafile and mauking exchanges with those who are in insurrection,”
I will here only say in reference 1o my action since taking command that
[ have looked upon the seceding and blockaded States as enemies and
have treated them as such.,

I am also in receipt of your letters, ¢ confidential,” of dates June b,
containing o letter from Iv, A, I)mke dated (xlll"()l‘(l County, June 2;
June 11, containing anonymous communicutinn from ¢ Union,” dated
Wou,ustex, Oth June, to Genoral Scott (I shall send « steamer as soon
as possible to examine Smith's Island), and June 14, containing com-
munications from T, M. Rodney, June 4, Wilmington, Del.,und (eorgo
Harrington, Treasury Department, Juno 6.

Respectfully, yours, obediently,
N L, STRINGHAM,
Klag-Oflicer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
Hon, GimeEoN WELLEN,
Seoretary Navy.

Letter from Fluy. ()(Hm-r Pendergrast, U1, 8, Navy, commanding West Indin
quuhon, to Major-CQenoral Butler, (1. 8. Army, commanding Depart-
ment of Virginda, transferving escaped slaves,

U, N, F'LAaasuir QOUMBERLAND,
Of Fortress Monroe, Va,y June 19, 1861,
Nm: 1 send yoa two slave moen, the property of My, Selden, of
Hlmueulm Gounty, Va,, plcked up in an open canoo last Sunday morn-
ing by n schooner which arvived here,
Tho said canoo wis eapsized during the sevore storm, and they woere
found elinging to it by the sehooner,
I would be glad if you will recolve thom,
Vory nww('t,lully, your obediont. umvunl
(1. J, PENDERGRANT,
Flag-Oflicer, (lmnnmmh'm/ Went India Nquadron,

Major-Genernl BENJAMIN BUrnen,
Commanding Department of Vieginia, Fortress Monros,
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Letter from ILdeutenant Sartori, /. 8. Navy, commanding U, S. 8. Flag,
to the judge of the U, 8. district court of* Pennsylvaniu, regarding prize
hrig Hannah Balch,

U. 8. 8, FLAg,
Off Oharleston Bar, June 20, 1861,

Sir: This will be handed to you by Master A, Kautz, prize master
of the brig Hannah Balch, bound into the port of Savannah, Ga., cap-
tured 12 1miles southeast from the light-house off' that place on the
morning of the 20th June, 1861, by the U, 8. 8. Flay, commanded by
and with my authority.

Mr. Kautz has in his possession all the papers found on board the
Hannah Balch, and is directed to place them in your hands. They aro
numbered in regular order from 1 to 11, and endorsed by me. Also
three sealed letters from on board, and a duplicate of my letter of
instruetions to him, and a rebel flag found on board the brig. Hao will
give you all the particulars of the capture, as he was the boarding
ofticer.

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant,
I (). SARBORI,

ITon. JOHN (JADWALADER,

U. N. Judge for the Southern District of Penneylvania,

Order of Licutenant Sartori, U, 8. Navry, commanding U/, 8, N, ilag, to
Master Kautz, U1, 8, Nuvy, to proceed to Philadelphia in charge prize
brig Hannah Daloh,

U, N, 8, FrLAdg,
Off Oharleston, June 20, 1861,

S1r: You will taka command of the prize brig Hannak Baloh, cap-
tured 12 miles southeast of the light-house oft Savannah on June 20
1861, by the U, 8, 8, Flag, commanded by and with my aunthority, an
proceed with her to the port of l‘hiladolpﬁin.

On your arrival there you will report to Captain Du Pont or the com-
manding officer present af. thenavy yard,  Ax soon atter ng practicablo
you will report yourself as the prize master of the Hannak Baloh to the
Ion, John OQadwalader, judge of the U, 8, district court for tho southern
district of Pennsylvania, placing in his hands all the pupers connoected
with the capture, and await hig instructions,

The arms and accoutermeonts for yoursolf and men will bo placed in
your charge, for which you will give re(:ulrt to tho gunnmoer of this vou.
sel,  After the Hannal Baleh s placed in possession of the olvil
authorities you will 1eceive instructions from Oaptain Du Pont an to
the disposition of your men and thefr arms, and you will procoed to
Hampton Roads and report. o the senfor naval offieor there,

You will deliver no papers to the custom-houss officors or othor por-
sons without authority from the judge of thoe U, 8, distrlet eourt, und
vou whll remafn in eharge of the ln-lms until reliovaed by tho suld Judge,

Lot me impress upon your mind the necosslty of aneonsing walehiul-
noss snd vighhines until the vessel s pliced in possession of the proper
authorition In Philadolphin,

1w, slr, respectfully, your obasdiont sorvant,
L, O, HArron,

Muaster A, Karrrez, 1i, B, Navy,
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Letter from Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, to the NSecretary of the Navy enquiving into
Department's action regarding discharge of seized vessels,

7. 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, June 20, 1861.

SiR: On my arrival at this point I had the honor of receiving lotters
from the Department, which I have acknowledged in my communiea.
tions of' 18th and 19th instant.

I venture to defer the subjects of your confidential communications
until I receive answer to an application for a day’s personal visit to
Washington, which I ventured to make by letter of June 18.

The remaining important subjects ot consideration are contained in
your letter ot June b, in which you honor me with the remark that the
sugyrostions in your (my) dispateh No. 23, in reference to the interdic-
tion of communication in the insurgent States ‘‘meets the approval of
the Department, and it will be the policy of the Government to earry
them into effect,” and thatl it is the intention of the GGovernment to
prohibit foreigners from having traflic and making exchanges with
those who are in insurrection,”

I confess that 1 am at great loss to understand and wholly unable to
explain how 1 can have made such & gross mistake as appoears to have
been made by me, it I am correctly informed (though 1 confess yot
unofiicially), that most, if' not all, the vessels seized by me and being
from secossion ports and owned in rebellious States, yet have beon
permitted to go free.

I could not look upon the vessels with sccession State clearances,
some with secession flags in their possession, which I know they have
proudly and defiantly displayed (with the old flag of our country in
their hands only to be used for decoption and fraud), as deserving of
any more conslderation than any other enemy of my (iovernment,

While I bave uniformly treated noeutrals with the utmost forbear-
ance, giving them every aid and comfort in my power consistent with
duty, I have not hesitated to do what I thought was also my duty
toward traitors and rebels, and shall continue to use the force granted mo
by the Department to contound these last whenover and wherever I ean,

I should be pleased to hear, if not an inconsistent request, tho
grounds upon which vessels have been discharged, that I may avoid in
the future committing like ervors. 1 enclose for the Department a cor-
rect copy of the documont® tuken tfrom the Savannah, and undor which
she sailed; the original wont forward with the prize master, to be
delivered to the distriet judge U, 8, court,

Respecttully, your obediont servant,
N, L STRINGIAM,
Flug-Ofleer, Atlantio Blockeding Squadron,
Hon. GiDEON WELLEN,
Neeretary of Navy.

Report of Commander Chandloe, U, No Navy, commanding U, N, N, Daion,
regarding the inovosments of that vessel,

1, B, I} DAWN,
Ohesaponks Bay, June 21, 15361-—89 p.om,
K 1 whonld have seknowledged in weiting the receipt. of your order
duted the 16th instunt, divecting ma to avall mysalf of the lfollowlng

" Nea pp. G0, 010,
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day for the purpose of putting the boiler and machinery of this stoamer
in order an far as | could, but for » subsequent verbal order from you
on the 17th, directing me to return to my satation in York River and
remain there four or five duys, or until you could receive a reply from
Washington in reference to this steamer. In obedionce to which verbal
order, we got. up (about 156 pounds) steam and anchor and steamml
out of Hampton Roads that aiternoon, reaching our anchorage in York
River (between the buoys) before durk the sume evening, where we have
been lying ever since, with thoe fires banked, at 15 to 17 pounds of steam
(and withont any occurrence of importanco save a very slight leak in
one of the small flues last night), until this afternoon about 6 o’cleok,
We then got underway in pursuit of a largoe fore-and-aft schooner off
the mouth of York River and beating down the Chesapenke, which
proved to bae the Aretie, Captain Hicks, trom Georgotown, bound to
New York., She had alrendy had her pupers emlorsed by the ’aionee,

It was my intention to have returned to York River thisevening and
to have anchored within 6 or 6 miles of Yorktown, and to-morvow aftor-
noon to have steumed down to Hampton Ronds, in obedience to your
vorbal order of the 17th; but while in the act of boarding tho Aretio,
the Baltimore mail stenmer, from Fortiess Monroe, approwehed, and an
officor* on board of her informea mo that thers wero orders for me at
the Roads, whither I am now proceeding to report, on my arrival, in
person, on board your ship,

We are now running with from 12 to 156 pounds of steam, which 1
think is about ag much as it woull be safo to earry,

Enclosed is o memorandum of conl, provisions, wood, and water on
hand. '

I have the honor to be, vory respoctfully, your obedient.
WILLIAM CHANDLER,
Commander, U, N. Nany,

Flag-Ofiicer G, JJ, PENDURGRART, J, 8, Navy,
(,’omnmmlinl/ Went Indin Syuadron,
Wagwhip Qumberland, Hampton Roads, Virginia,

Order of Flag-Offieer Pendergrast, U, S, Navy, commeanding Went India
Nquadron, to Cuptuin Faunee, 1. N, Rovenne Marina, vmnnumdin’}
[/, 5. N, Harriot Laney to proveed to New York for repaivs to that vessel,

U, K, Fnaasie QUMBRRLAND,
O Fortress Mowroey Va,y dune 29 861,
N You will proceed in the U, 8, 8, Harriet Lane to Now York to
the purpoke of having hior ropadred,
You will use all possible dispateh in having hor vepaired and roturn
to your statlon with as Hittle delay ns possiblo,
(efore lenving you will order your phlot on bonrd the Hlagahip,
Vory rospectiolly,
(LoJd, PENDERGRANT,
Plag-Ofecy, Commanding West Dudia Syuadron,

Captain JOUN FAUNOR,
Commanding Stedamer Harriet Lane,

Phm ofMoor (on Commpndae Clnndler ofterwntdn Toarpmd) was Flag Offlea
Kiringhinm.
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, of arrival in Hampton Roads of the U, 8., S. Mount Vernon.

U. S. FLAGSBIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, V., June 22, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Departiment that the U, 8. S,
Mount Vernon, Commander Oliver 8. Glisson, arrived here this fore-
noon, four days from Key West.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. j PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Oflicer, Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon, GipkoN WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

Order of the Scorctary of the Navy to Captain IHull, U. S. Navy, com-
manding U1, 8. ship Scoannah, to proceed to duty in the Atlantic Block-
ading Squadron,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 22, 1861,

Sir: The U. 8. sloop of war Sarannah, under your command, ia to
form o part of tho Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Flag-Ofticer Silay
H, Stringham, As soon, therefore, as she shall be in all respects pre-
pared for sea, you will proceed with her to Hampton Romds and report
to Flag-Officer Stringham, or the senior commanding officer present, for
duty.

You will transmit to the Department before sailing a complete mus.
ter roll of the crow of the Sarannak and w separate list of her officers,

[ am, respectfully, your obediont sorvant,
(:1DXON WELLES,

Uaptain Jox! B, HuLL,

Commanding 7. N, Ship Savannah, New York,

Order of the Seorctary of the Nany lo Commander Livingston, U, S, Navy,
commanding U, 8, N. Penguing to proceed fo duty in the Attantic Block-
ading Squadron.

NAvyY DEPARTMENT, June 22, 1861,
Sir: Tha U, 8, 8, Penguin, under your command, is to form o part of
the Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Flag-Officor Silus TI. Stringham.
AH soon, therefore, as she shall he in all respoets resdy for sea, you
will proceed with her to Hampton Roads and report to IFlag-Ofiicor
Stringham, ov the senior commanding officer prosent, for duty.  'I'rans.
mit, to the Departmoent before sailing o musteor roll of the erow and a

sopariato-list of the oflicors of the Penguin,
T am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(11DEON WELLES,

Commandaor J, W, LIVINGNTON,
Oommanding 1. S, N, Penguin,
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Prentiss, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. 8. 8. Albatross, to proceed to duly in the Atlantio
Blockading Squadron.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 22, 1861,

Sik: The U, 8. 8. Albatross, under your command, is to form a part
of the Atlantic Blockading Squairon, Flag-Ofilcer Silas H, Stringham.
As soon, therefore, ax sho shall be in all respects ready for sea, you
will proceced with her to Hampton Roads and report to Flag-Oflicer
Stringham, or the senior commanding officer present, for duty.

Transmit to the Department before sailing a muster roll of the
crew and a geparate list of the oflicers of the .Alhatross.

I am, respectfully, your obedient. servant,
GIbEON WELLES,

Commander (GEO, A, PRENTINS,

Commanding 7. 8. N, Albatross,

Order of the Seoretary of the Navy to Flag-Oflicer Stringham, U, S, Navy
commanding Atlantie Blockading Squadron, (ransmitting memorandum
regarding the yacht Camilla, formerly America,

Oonfidential. NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 22, 1861,

SIR: Herewith you have a copy of a memorandum furnished the
Department this n. m, It is very desirable, it possible, that the vessel
referred to should be captured.

Very respectfully, ete,,
GiiproN WELLES,
Neeretary Navy.
Flag-Ofticer S, H. STRINGIIAM,
Commanding Atlantio Blockading Squadron.

[ Enclosure.|
Memorandum,

Jung 22, 1861,

I'rom & source entitled to credit L learn that the commander, Decay,
of the yacht Camilla (formerly America), went to Montgomory, and
afterwards, nbout Juue 1, sailed from Savannah with two ordnance
ofticers (Lieutonant North and Colonel I3, U. Anderson) to Kurope, to,
it is supposed, procure ritled cannon and bring back the commissioners
ot the bonfcdomte States. 1t is probable the yacht has gone to Liver-
pool, a8 tho agent. in Savannah. is Andrew Low, n branch of the houso
of Isnae Low & Oo,, of Liverpool. The yacht is very fast, and will
probably attempt to run the blockade, passing into some shallow
inlet on the Southern const with the British flag flying, The Lady
Davis, carrying one rifled gun, is now in Savannah harbor, trying to
get to Oharleston through the inland passage, coming out at St. Helona
Sound.

The steamory Heerglade and St. Mary's, under new nines, aro now in
Suvannah harbor trying to got out, Lvery telograph operator takoes
an onth to the Confederate Statey, ete,, and the telographie Inws and
regulutions are very stringoent,
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Order of the Seeretary of the Navy to Captain Nicholson, U. 8. Navy, com-
manding U, S. SN, Roanoke, to proceed to duty in the West India
Squadron,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 22, 1861,
SiR: As soon as the U, 8, steam frigate Roanoke, under your com-
mand, is ready for sea, you will procced with her to Hampton Roads,

Virginia, and report to Flag-Ofticer G, J. Pendergrast, commanding

the West Indin Squadron,

Transmit to the Department before sailing o muster vroll of the Roanole
and n saparatoe list of her oflicors.
I am, respeetfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Captain Wi, . N1CHOLSON,
Commanding U, S, Frigate Roanoke, New York,

Report of Commander Chandler, U S, Navy, commanding U, S, S, Dawen,
' reqarding condition of that rvessel,

. 8. S, DAwN,
Baltimore, Md., June 23, 186 [—noon.

Sie: I have the honor to report our arrival here at noon to-day
(already announced to you by telegraph, in obedience to an order from
Flag-Oflicer Stringham, ot' 19th instant), in twenty-five hours from
Fortress Monroe, under from 12 to 15 pounds of’ ateam (our usual steam-
ing pressure belng about, 35 pounds and maximum allowed 46 pounds),
aided by the flood tide about 2 knoty per hour,

Wa have not & man on the siek Hst, and the stenmer is in an eflicient.
condition for service (excopt the boiler flues), as far as her battery of
two (broadside) 32-pounders, ete., ean make hor,

linclosed with this is w copy of’ thoe first assistant engineer’s report
to me of the 17th instant, and a copy of niy last report to the tlag-ofiicer
in Hampton Roads, together with a completo muster roll of” the officers
and crow (including the engine department) ot the Dawen ; also & memo-
randum of the quantity of’ powdor, shiot, 12.pound howitzer canistor,
and equipments for our two long 82-pounders; of the number of mus-
kotoons, common ship’s pistols, and swords, ag woll as of the small-nrm
ammunition; of thoe coul, provisons, wood and water, and of’ the gon-
ornl ship’s sfores of the diffefont dopartments on hand.

Thore is 8o much motion in the vessel T must apologize for my
unstondy writing, and have the honor to e,

Very respectfully, your obediont servant,
Winniam OQuannpLeR,
Commandery U S Navy.
Hon, GipeoN WELLEHN,
Neeretary of the Navy,

Order of Flag-Opleer Pendergrast, 1. S, Navy, commanding West India
Nquadron, to Captain Van Brunt, U 80 Navy, commanding U0 SN,
Minnesota, to Irangfer prisonors for passage fo New York,

U, 8, Fnaasie QUMBRRLAND,
O Fortress Monroe, Vi, June 2.2y 1861,
S You will plonse transfer the prisonors on honrd the Minnesola
to the U, 8, B, Harriet Laney for pussngo to Now York,
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Oaptain Faunce will report to you when he is ready to receive them,
This will probably be to-morrow morning early.
VYery respectfully, your obedient servant,
(i, J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Oflicery Commanding West India Synadron.,
OCaptain G, J. VAN BRUNT,
Commanding U7, S, Steam Frigate Minnesota,

PP, S.—If you have any sick men, you will please avail yourself of
this opportunity to send them to New York,
G, J. PENDERGRASNT,

Orvder of Flag-Oflicer DPendergrast, U, S, Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Liewtenant Braine, U, S, Navry, Gommanding U, S. 8.
Monticello, to scize supposed Wockade runner Hurl,

Confidential.| U, 8. FLAGst1r CUMBERLAND,
O Fortress Monroe, V., June 23, 1861,

SIrR: The following is an extract from a communieation received
from the Departinent:

It has boen roportwd to thia Departmont that a small stoamer, aupposed to ho the
Hurl, plying betweon Baltimore nnd Pocomoke Rivor, is lnden with articles contra-
hand of war, ‘I'his atonmer must he soized and examinerl,

Smith's Island is ropresented as tho rendozvons of stores, which will nlso eall for
your inveatigation.

In obedience to the above, you will proceed in the Monticello, and be
governed by the above extract,  After having porformed this duty you
will return to IHHampton Ronds,

Yory respecttully,
‘ G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Oflicer, Commanding West India Squadron,
Lieutenant Commanding BRAINE,
Oommanding Monticello,

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, {1, S, Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, reqarding orders yinen to certain vessels of his command,

U. 8, FLadsume QUMBERLAND,
Of Fortress Monroe, V., June 23y 1861,
Sme: 1 have the henor to inform the Departmoent that thoe Quaker
City veturned to her stution Inst ovening, and that 1 have this day
dispatched the Harriet Lane to Now York with the eraw of the priva.
tear Sarannah, lntoly hrought. here by the U, 8, stoam frigato Minnesota
as prisoners, 1 would also inform the Departmeont that In obedioneo
to ity order, under date of the Lith of June, marked confidential, I have
directed Liontenant. Gommanding Braine, of tho U, 8, 8, Moaticello, to
make an examination of Smith’s Iddand, and also to keop a lookout for
(he small steamor, supposed to ba tho [Twrly plying hetween Baltimoro
mdd the Pocomoke River.
I have the honor to be, slr, very respeet fully, your obadiont. servant,
., PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Ofieer, Oommanding West India Squadron,
Ion, GipeEoN WELLESH,
Neevetary of the Nuvy,

N W R_—vor, h-- 47



738 ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Affair on the Rappahannock River, June 24, 1861,
Report of Lieutenant Braine, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8, Monticello,

11, 8. 8. MONTICELLO,
Of the Rappakannock River, June 21, 1861,

Sir: Agreeably to your order of yesterday 1 left the Roads, and after
organizing a launch’s crew and exercising them at the gun, I anchored
in Lynn Hlaven Bay,

Farly this morning 1 started for Smith’s Island, at the entrance ot
the Chesapeake Bay, supposing that to be the island referred to in your
instructions.  Upon a conversation with the pilot, 1 determined that
tho island you alluded to was Smith'’s Ixland, near Tangier Island.

Accordingly I steered up the Chesapeake Bay, speaking many ves.
sels which had not, been boarded. I stopped to endorse their papers,
in the usual manner,

Receiving information from the pilot of a nature that led me to believe
I might eapture tho steamer Virginia at o short distanco from the mouth
of the Rappahannock River, and it being about 3 p. m. and not being
uble to reach Pocomoke Sound hefora night, 1 ran a short distance up
theriver, and turning, on the way down not seeing any sign of a steamer,
the pilot assured mo of the strong Union sentiments of a gentleman
named William Gersen [Gresham|, residing on the bank. By this state-
ment, and hoping to get some information, I sent the launch ashore, fully
armed and equipped, under charge of Master’s Mate Lewis A. Brown
and Assistant Surgeon ilebor Smith, and pilot, Mr. Phillips,

They landed, with gig, from the launch, and were cordially received
(ass 1 conld plainly seo the master of the hiouse shake hands with them,
and the samoe thing was repeated to me on their return),  Hardly had
this occurred when thoy wero fivred upon by a body of about eighty mien.
They returned the five, and retreated to the boat and shoved off.  Turn-
ing tho bow of the lnunch towanrd thoe shore, they served their gun effee
tually, 1 oponed tho ship’s battery on the rebels with grape and shell
at 600 yards, and suceeeded in demolishing the house and killing and
wounding many, complotely siloncing their five.

Tho men on board this ship, short-handed as we were, served their
guns with great courage and promptness, and mmeh eredit is due {o
tho oflicors and mentor the brave manner in which they did their duaty.

It is with mueh regret that 1 have to announce that our assistant
surgeon, IHeober 8mith, was severely wounded in the mouth, as also in
tho hand, and T request that ho may be removed where he can obtain
tha best medieal attendance.  August Poterson, guartermaster, was
shot in the stomach, and 1 fear ho can not live.

I nm ready, sivy to proceed immediately, in accordanee with your
instructions, if' yon enn spare mo o gentleman to act as surgeon, 1 f{or.
ward herew{th tho report. of Aeting Master’s Mate Lo AL Brown, who
wid i command of the expedition,

1 am, rospoetiully, your obedient servant,
D. 1. BRAINE,
Licutenant, in Charge U, S, S, Montieello,

Flag-Onfeer G, 0, PENDERGRANT,
Commanding West India Nquadron,
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Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8. Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadrom,
transmitting report of Master's Mate Brown, U, 8. Navy, U. 8. 8. Monticello.

U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, June 30, 1861.
SiRr: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of June
28. 1 enclose the report of [, A, Brown, master’s mate, U. 8. S. Mon-
tivello, omitted in my letter No. 31.
The Lenguin arrived yesterday. I have ordered her up off York
River.
Respectiully, your obedient servant,
8. H, STRINGIAM,
Flag-Oglicer, Atlantie Dlockading Squadron,
[Hon. GipEON WELLES,
Seerelary of Navy.

[Enclosnre |

U, S. 8. MONTICELLO,
Off the Rappahannock River, June 24, 1861—S8 p. m.

Sir: Agreeably to your orders of this date I armed and equipped
the launch with ¢ighteen men and took the gig in tow,

We pulled toward the shore untii the water became too shallow to
allow the launch to proceed any farther, when, leaving the howitzer’s
crew with four other men in the launch, I took the balance with Dr.
Smith and Mr. Phillips, the pilot, in the gig and pulled on shore,
Dr. Smith and the pilot went first and were cordially shaking hands
with the owner of the house s I and my men, armed with revolvers
and Sharps rifles, came up, I heard a man on the stoop say that there
was 4 company of well-drilled volunteers in the vicinity, and on my
turning about I saw & company of armed and uniformed men stealing
nlong the shore as it to cut oft our retreat. I immediately ordered a
retreat to the boat and fired oft our carbines, many of which missed fire
and then shoved oft, having waded to the launch. As the retreating
tide had left the gig high and dry on the beach, I had to leave it there.
Dr.Smith,surgeon, and August Peterson,quartermaster, were wounded
while wading to the lnunch, I immediately commenced firing the
howitzor and did considerable oxecution and had fired a number of
times when 1 was called back to the ship by your hail. Many of the
shot struck the oars and lnunch, penctrating the side, The men acted
nobly while under this galling fire, we being not more than 70 yards
from tha shore, and they desorve great eredit.

I amy, respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. A, BROWN,
Master's Mate, U0 S0 S, Monticello,
D. L. BrAINE, U. S, Navy,
Lieutenant, in Charge 1. S. S. Monticello,

Report of Lieutenant Braine, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Monticello, anncuncing the
death of Quartormaster Peterson of that vessel.

U, 8. S, MoNTICELLO,
Hampton Roads, June 26, 1861,
Sir: ICis my painful duty to announce to you that August Peterson,
quartermuster on bonvd this ship, died at the hospital in Fortress
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Monroo of the wound received during tho action at Owrter’s Oreok, in
Rappahannock LRiver, on Monday last,
Respecttully, your obedient servant,
D, L Braang, U, 8, Navy,
Licatenant, in Charge U0 N8, Monticello,

Ilag-Onicer S, 11, SrriNaiam,
Commanding Atlantic Blockading Syuadron,

Report of Flag-Othicer Stringham, U. 8. Navy, comuanding Atlantio Blooknding Sqnadron,
regarding wounding of 8urguor 8mith, of the U. 8. 8. Mouticolle

U. 8. 8. MinNEsoTA,
Hampton Roads, June 26, 1861,
Sir: The acting assistant surgeon, Hober Hmith, of the Monticello,
was soverely wounded in the affair at Carter’s Creek, on the Rappahan.
nock River, which makes it neeessary for this vessel to have another
assistant surgeon,
Will tho Departmont please send one as soon as conveniont.?
Respectlully, your obediont sorvant,
N L STRINGHAM,
Ilay-Oflicer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon, GibEoN WELLES,
Seeretary Navey.

Leottor fron. Brigadier-Goneral Magiudor, 0. 8. Avmy, commanding at Yorktown, Yo, to folonol
Deny, (. B, Aviny, trnusmitting statemont of Josoph Oluistinn.

HeApQuArTERs, Yorktown, Va,y June 27, 1861,

Sies 1 have the honor to send o roport made to Golonel Grnnp, of
an abortive attompt, to land soldiers from an armed steamer in the
Rappahannock River, where the enemy was driven back by onr citi-
zong, 'This morning at sunrise 1 sent a toreo of 1,500 men to support,
the cavalry and artillery under Major Hood, operating near and on thae
Poquosin, to meet any party sent from the enomy?’s works and cut. it
off, L shall join this force to-day.

The Rovorend My, Adams will hand this to the colonel commanding
the Virginia foreos, 1§ have been oxtromoly indebted to thin good and
patriotic ministor ot the gospel for much nssintanee,  Ho has lost
ovecything in the canso, and 1T would liko 1o see him appointed as
chaplain to onoe of tho regiments in this department,

I s, sivy vory respecttully, your obediont servant,
Jo B MAGrRuUDER,

Oolonel Grorar DAs,

Ansistant Adjstant-Ceneraly 08, Army.

{Endloanie )

URBANA, Va., June 2, I8G1,
My DrAr Sm: 1 have just veceived a note by special messonger
trom (. W. Montague, esq., requosting mao to furnish to you an nceurato
aceount of all the doings of tho enomy on the Ruppahaunock on Mon-
duy ovening last. I have taken much pning to gathor from persons
who have visited the scono of nction wnd convorsed with thoso who
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wure engaged in it the following partieulars, which you may regard as
refinble:

About 4 p.m. on Monday, the 24th, & war steamer, the Star [ Monti-
m'lloi|, of Now York, of 1,000 {fons burden, eame to, opposito the house
of Mr. James W, Gresham, ol Laneaster, situated immediately on thae
river, nbout 12 miles below Urbana, on the Lancaster side, She dis-
patehed to the shore three bargos, ono a very Iargo one, with n swivel
in the bow, and two smaller ones, all filled with armed troops, The
large bargo grounded on thoe flats,  The other two eame ashore with a
number of armed men, variously estimated at between thivty and sixty.
Afterreaching the shoresomaosix or cight procecded up to Mr, Gresham’s
house,  Oneof the party aceosted My, Gresham and introduced another
of the party.  'The first. named, it seems, was thoe pilot, who was captain
of 4 wood vessely, ad nequainted with Gresham, o enquired it he
had any chickons or Inmbs for sale, My, Gresham rveplied that ho had
a plenty, but not & d—d one for that party., e then took the pilot
aside and fold him they had better bhe getling away, as thore wore
troops in the neighborhood, and that he did not wish his premises to be
the seeno of w battley as his mother was very ill in the house, Whilo
they were talking a small company off Laneastor troops, about thirty
in number, weras seen coming down the road in double-quick time, Tho
alarm was given, and the enomy fled precipitately to their boats, our
men firing into them as they shoved oft,  In their flight, they left one
of the barges. 'The men, in great. confusion, erowded into the other,
and others wading out to the Iarge bhargo on thoe tlats,  In their tlight
thoy lolt. besides thoe barge, two breech-doading rifles, a revolver, and
several swords, with coats, hats) and ghoes, thrown away in their hasty
retreat,  His confidently asserted that fonr of the enemy were killed
in the boat,  Nobody hurt on our gide. As goon as our men fired on
thoe enemy tha ship opened hor gruns on My, Gresham’s house,  Sho fired
Ity -threo shot and shelly soventeen of” which took effeet, dgmaging the
house to the amount. of at least 1,000, A= in all of onr ongagemonts,
tho presorvation ot lite was most vemarkabla.  One of” tho balls slinek
the bed on whieh Mrs, Gresham was lying ill. - She was then removed
to an outhouse and a bombshell enme in and exploded in the room with-
out injury to anyone,

I have given you in a very hurried manner these particulars, which
I gather from most rolinblo rourcos of' information,  You will unite with
us in contemptuouy indignation at. the cownrdly conduet of thesoe das-
tardly scoundrels, who, vefusing to meet half’ their numboer face (o focs,
al nosafo distanee, in their ship, destroy tho property of” onr eitizens,

I hopo to be nhiu to visit your enmp soon and renew the nequaintance
I had the pleasure of having with you last wintor.

Hastily and truly, yours,
Jos, OunriNrian,

Colonel Grangpey A, Crumr,

Cloweester Point, V.,

Beport of Flag-Oflicer Pendergrast, U, S, Navy, commanding West India
Nquadron, of the avvival in Hampton Roads of the ', S.8 Union, bring-
ing as prisoners the evew of the prize ship Amelia,

LS, PLAasie QUMBERLAND,
O Fortress Monroe, Vi, June 21, 1861,

Sir: 1 have the honor to inform the Dopartment that the U, S, 8,
Uniony, Commander Goidsborongh, arvived hors Inst avening., ‘I'ho
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Union brings as prisoners tho crew of' the ship Amelia, belonging to
Oharleston, S. O., from Liverpool, bound te Oharleston; curgo, contra.
band goods, The said ship was seized by Commander Goldsborough
on tho 18th day of June, 20 mites east of Charleston light-house, aud
way gent to Philadelphin as n prize, in charge of & prize master and
croty, by Ouaptain Samuel Mereer, of the U, S, steam frigate Wabash,
I shall retain the prisonors hore until the arrival of IMlag-Oflicer String-
ham,

I have the honor to Le, sir, vory respectiully, your obedient servant,

G PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon. GInEON WELLES,
Seoretary of the Nary, Wushington, D, (),

Report of Commander Carr, U/, N, Nuvy, commanding 1. N. 8. Quaker
Oity, of attack by Confederate foree upon a boat party from that vessel,

U, 8. 8. Quakee CImy,
Hampton Roads, June 21, 1861,

Sir: While on the ernising gronnd of this vessol this morning, I
picked up aman named Poter Lynch in an open boat, and who deseribed
himsolf’ as a rofugeo from Norfolk,

He informed mo also that & man named Tayes, lnte master plumbaor
of tho Norfolk navy yard, had fled with him, and was at tho time wait.
ing on tho beach,

I immediately dispatched an armed bowl under charge of Acting
Master Mather to bring him ofl, but, which was tired upon hefore ronch-
ing the shore by u large body of mounted troops, who rushed from n
coneealed rendezvous in the woods,

I regrol to inform you that James Loyd, ordinary seanman, wus
wounded, T fear mortally,

Acting Master Mather managod his boat. to my sntisfaction, and the
hoat’s ¢row behaved well,

Very vespeetfully, your ohedient servant,
0, Cann,
Jommander, U, N, Novy, Commanding Quaker City,

Flag-Oftleor SrriNaiad, U, 5, Navy,
Commanding (', N, Naval Foreesy, Hampton Roads, Virginie,

Letter from the Seevetavy of the Navy to Plag-Ogicer Stringham, U, S,
Neavy, commanding Atlantic: Blookading Squadrvon, giving oformation
ol the shipping of provisions in wid of Confodeyates,

NAVY DEPAREMENT, June 0, 1861,
B T'he following Isoan estenet from o private lotter ressivoed in
thin city.
Vory respeet fully, ete,,
imeoN Wi,
Commaodore 8, T Brainainas,
Comdy, Atlantlo ockading Squadron, Hompton Roadw, Vivginia,
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| Extraot.]
BALTIMORE, June 19, 1861,

Sir: 1 have reason to suspect that quito an amount of' aid and com-
fovt is hoing sent from this city to Virginin by way of the Rappahan-
nock River, Small eraft load here ostensibly for the custern shore
of Maryland, but rendezvous among the Tangier Islands. Watching
their opportunity, they cross the buy and sail up the Rappahannock to
a small town ealled Tappahannock, and there dischargo their cargo.
The principal articles shipped have beon provisions, of which I am
informed the Virginians are mueh in want, ote,

Report of Qommander Livingston, U. S. Navy, commanding U, S, 8
Penguin, regarding Department’s orders to proceed to duty in the Atlan-
tio Blockading Syuadron.

NAVY YARD, NuW York, June 21, 1861,

Sir: I have the honer to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 22d instant, informing me thut the U, 8, 8, Penguin, under
my command, is to form a part of the Atlantic Blockading Squud-
ron, under the command of Flag-Offcer 8. H. Stringham, and ay soon
as the Penguin iy in all respects ready for seq, to proceed to Hampton
Roads and report myselt to the commanding officor there,

The oflicors being all presont, T shall oboy your order immediately
altor the work now progressing shall be finished and the vessel turned
over to me from the yard,

I have the honor 1o be, sir, vory respectfully, your obodient servant,

d. W, LIVINGHTON
Commanding U, S, N, Penguing New Vork,
Hon, GInroN WELLEN,
Seevetary of the Naey, Washington,

eport of OQuptain: Gheuneey, U S, Navy, commanding 11, S, S, Susque.
hannay of the offer of @ rifled cannon for that ressel,

U, N, Ho SUBQUIITANNA,
Navy Yard, Boston, June 24, 1861
Hres 1 have the honor to Inform you that the quanrtormastor-gonoral
of Mussschiusetts, Gonoral Reod, oftors to supply this ship with o ritted
eannon and sl equipments froo of eharge, should T bo favored with the
permission of the Navy Dopartment (o neeopt the s,
I havethehonortobo,sivy very ronpeet fully, vour most.obadiont sovvant,
JONN N, OnAANOWY, Caplain,
Hon, GinkoN WELLEN,
Neorotary of the Navy, Washington, D, (,

Report of Blag-Oiear Stringham, 0 No Navyy oommanding A tlantio
Blookading Nquadron, regarding the disposition of 'y S, etodaers U nion
and ;1!mtl!m.v[lu.

‘ll Hl Ho h“NN”““'"D\’
Humpton Koaday June 20, 1861,
Hrw: Mhinking the Mortleelln nol n proper vossol o sowd ontaide, 1
mhall send hor ap to York Iver (nu thd Iew vory fimportait podut trom
its proximity to Rishmond) untdl the vetuen of the Daien,
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I shall sond the Union back to her station offt Bavannah until o ves.
sel wrrives competent to take ber pluce, which I hope will be soon.

The Monticello went, undor orders from Commodore Pendergrast, to
look. after any “piratical work, or landing of contrabund articles,” as
mentioned by ¢ Union,” enclosed in yeur confidential lettor of June 11,

I forward the report:* of Lioutenant D. L. Braine, who has not given
such n reconnoisance of tho island as I could have wished., T shall
order him again to cruise off' this island, and shall instruct him not to
allow oflicers and men to land, leaving their boats, as in this instance,
oxcept it is actually necessary.

I enclose w copy of' the Day Book, published at Norfolk, Va., Juno
20, which contains & very remarkable letter, purporting to boe from the
captain of the U, 8. S. St. Mary's.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flay-Oflicery A tantio Blockuding Squadron,

Hon, Gibron WELLES,
Seerctary of Navy.

Report of Liewtenant Albert Kaut:y U, S, Navy, of the recapture of the
prize brig Hannah Baleh by the C. 8. privatecr Coflee, June 25, 1861,

WaAsHINGTON, D, O, Norember 20, 1861,

Sit: 1 have the honor to report. my arrival in this city, after having
been a prisoner for more than four months, 1 was ordered to the hoer-
maphrodite brig Hannah Daleh, as prize mastor, on the 20th ol June last,
by the communding oflicor of tho U, 8, S, Mlag, oft Charleston, 3. O,

I steored oastwavd till 1 reached the Gulf Stream, and kept in it
(1 was eapturved on the 256th of June, about 30 miles to the south-
ward and eastward of” Oape Hatteras,

Tho swell of the son and the wind were both from the eastward, |
had mado a reasonable allowanco for them, and 1 attribute my being
20 miley to the westward of my reckoning to the inacenrato chronome-
tor holonging to the vessel.  The stenmer which eaptared mo was the
steameor Coflee, formerly of Nortolk, and had boon eruising ofl” Capo
Hutteras, vinning out in tho morning wnd back in tho avening,  She
was commianded by Thomas B, Grossen ['Thomas M, Crossan|, formoerly of
tho U, 8, Nuvy, and carried a 32-pounder mounted on w pivot carringo;
sho alzo had quite 0 number of soldiers on beard. 1 endeavored to
munko my oseapoe by sotting all sail and ronning free, but the steamer
being o fast one and the brig a slow sailer [ was soon overtaken and
compolled to swrrender,

I cnused the threo muskets 1 possessed and as many pistols and cut-
Inssen to be thrown overbonrd to prevent them from falling into the
hands of (he onemy. 'Thoe six mon | hsd with me werve sont to Fort.
Macon, N, ¢, The threo merchantmen who belonged to the vessel wore
veleased, amwd T was vont to Ruleigh, i received aparole fo live in War-
ron County, N. O, but on the 20th of August it was takon from me and
1 was sont to Riochmond, Vi, whore | was confined in a cell by ordoer
of Jofterson Davis, for the alleged reason that A, G, Hudging was con-
fined In the Tombs in Now Y ork,

" Soo p. TR,
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On the 20th ultimo I was granted a parole of' fifty days for the pur-
pose of offecting an exchango. 1 pledged myself to return o Rich-
mond a prisoner, it I failed to got an exehange, | ulso pledged myself
to call upon the President, and urge an exchange of' prisonors now held
in Richmond for these lmld by the U. 8, Government,

Patriotic motives and a sympathy for the unfortunate prisoners in
Richmond induced mo to act as 1 did. I need senrcely say that 1 was
oxceedingly anxious to secure my own liborty,

Trusting that the Dopartment will sustain me in ey action, and
hoviug soon to be able to take service,

I am, sir, very respectiully, your obediont sorvant,
ALBERT KAUTZ,
Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.
Hon. GipkEoN WELLES,
Seorctary of the Navy,

Letter from the Scorctary of the Navy to Flag-Ogicer Stringham, U, 8.
Navy, commanding Atlantiv Blockading Syuadron, regarding transgfer
of cannon from War Department,

NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, June 25, 1861,

Sire: In accordanco with your suggoestion, instructions will be issued
by the War Oflice, subject to tho approval of Major-General Butler, to
transfor to your charge ono of’ tho large picees of ordnanco known as
the Rodman eannon, togethor with its equipment and ammnunition, for
servico adloat in the walers adjacent to Old Point Qomfort,

Ad Lho rifled eannon now lyving near Foriress Monroo has not been
yob fully tosted, and as considerable time wounld clapse hofore w (rinl
could Ho made uml the projoctiles propared, the Doepartiment, would in
consequenco recommend you Lo takeo the shell gun of 15 inches’ bore,
which is ulu-.uly proved, mounted on ity enrringo, and supplied with o
sullieieney of shells for pu" senl sorviee,

lu the hook of Rodman on experimonts with eannon and powder (for-
warded to you by this mail), al. pago 200, you will find all requisite infor-
mation relative to the weights of (h.ngn and sholly elevation, range, and
recoil for the X V.inch guny by which you will pmuslvu tlmt with an
elovation of 25 degrees, & chargo of H0 pounds, wnd a aholl of 315
pounds, the range obtained was 4,686 yards,

It may be well (o romark that tha bora is not chumbered, and the
un]mm‘v form of enrtridge Img., will answaer for the charge,

For tho purpose of proparing the gun for active nporutimm alloat
you willy with all practicabloe dispateh, cause to be purehased asuitablo
vestiol (0 sustain il waoight ol 19,000 |mund.\', oxclusivo of carvingo and
cquipment, and fit the vessel in such a mannor as your experionco miy
dictate,

Should, howaover, diflleultios arise with respoct to tho prico of the
versoel, by notifying this Doepartmoent the matter will bg promptly
nltonded to,

Whon tho vessel and gan e fully propaved for servieo you will he
guided by such cirenmstanees in the operations ny the ponding hostilitios
may domond.

1wy, vory respecetfully,
GIDEON WELLEN,

Sendor FPlag-Offlcor SinAs H, SrriNagiram, U, 8, Navy,
Uommanding Atlantio Blockading Squadron, Hampton Koads,
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Letter from by the Seevetary of the Navy (o Flag-Ogicer Stringham, U, S,
Navy, commanding Atlantio Blockading Squadron, regarding cortmuni-
cation with the blockaded Stules.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 235, 1861,
S Tonclose for your information o copy of o letter received at this
Department,
Very respeetfully, ote.,
GinroN WELLES,
Commodore S, I, STRINGHAM,
Oomdy. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, [lampton Roeds, Virginia,

{ Enelosinne.)
Poyr-OFFIUE,
Wilmington, Del., June 21, 1861,

Sir: Yestorday I telographed to Mr, Hoftman, collector at Baltimore,
that Hon, G, P, IFisher had written to mo trom Dover thati a lady named
Bully accompanied by her son, were en route for Baltimore to sail for
Virginia in o small vessel recently repainted and renamed in Baltimore,
The hushand ot the lady is in tho Oonfederato (or rubcl,) Army, 'The
vessel nominally trades to eastern shore off Maryland (vealiy to Virginia)
with stores, 'T'he fomale has been up to Philadelphiag trom thonee to
Baltimore several times, and no doubt is colleeting information,

Tho vessel, it is believed, slips in and out of York River during the
temporary absenco of tho Harvict Lane, 1 have colleeted information
from the mail agent on tho Delnware road. 1 beliove that constant.
communicntion is carvied on through tho navigable waters o’ Delaware
and Marylad, and that U eould enrry any material T choose from Phila-
delphin to Vivginin at nny timo.

Vory respectfully,
AL HL Griasiaw,
Postmaster,
Hon, . WELLES,

Letter from the Sceretary of the Neavy to Flag-Ogicer Stringham, U, S,
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, wrging the necessity
of « more eflective hlockade,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Juae 28, (861,
S enclose herowith a copy of o lotter reecived at the Treasury
Department and yeferred to Lthis [ Department.
Very respecttully,
GinpoN WELLES,
Flag-Ofleer S, T, SrrRINGiAN,
Comdy. Atlantio Blockading Squadron, Hampton Raads, Virginia,

| Eueloanre.)

When 1 left Wilmington, N, G, threo vessels had just mrived, one
with o enrgo of railroad iron from Cardifl, Waley; ono with a cargo of
molasses, from Cardonng; and one with a cargo of limo from Maino,
The lattor vessel was bound to Gharleston, but finding that harbor
blockuiled, put into the port of Wilmington,  When I left, no blockade
was established oft tho Oupo Foar River, and 1 have not scen any
account of any sinca my arrvival North,  Unless Wilmington is block-
aded, the blockada of Oharleston Harbor is a practical nullity,  ‘'hero
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in direct railroad communieation between thoe two places, and for com-
mereial purposes Wilmington is as near the interior of S8outh Oarolina
as her own port of Oharleston.  According to the published terms of
the blockade, n vessel atiempting to enter is warned ofl'; when warned
off; she can proceed to Wilmington without molestation and discharge
her eargo.  Yessols drawing 134 feot water ean onter the Cape IFear.
Thoe same will apply to Beaufort and Ooracoko inlets on the coast. A
vessel ontering Albemarle Sound ean land ber eargo in Norfolk, not-
withstanding the eflicient blockade established thero, The Dismal
Swamp Oanal and the Albemarle and Chesapeako Oanal ofter facilities
of communication, Vast quantities of corn ave sent from the eastern
counties of North Carolina to Noriolk by the routes indicated. So
long as the rebel troops can receive abundance of corn from North
Onrolina, rice trom Wilmington and Charleston, bacon and pork from
Moemphis and Now Orleans, they can searcoly bo starved out.
War, A, Guynr,
Norwalk, Conn,

Report of Lieutenant Draive, U, S. Navy, commanding U. S, 8. Monti-
cello, giving injormation received from refugees from Novfolk, Va.

U. 8. 8, MONT10RILLO,
Hampton Roads, June 25, 1861,

Sir: When T aaw you this morning 1 nogleceted to mention that at: 1
o'clock on Monday morning, while at anchor in Lynn laven Bay, weo
wore hoarded by two refugees from Norfolk named James Lano and
Oharles Hazard,  ‘They enmo off'in o man of~war boat which they found
and launched in Lyun itlaven Bay.

They both helonged to Now York Uity, and U pormitted thom {o lenve
in ‘the schooner I, €. . Ward, bound (o that place, and gave them
rations for six days.  They gave mo the following information:

Narfolk and its vicinity is cvowdod with ttoops, In the navy yaed at Goaport, the
maching shop i in i workingg ovder. Tho Merranaek had hoon raised nnd is now in
the diy doek,  Sho was hurned nonrly to hov coppor and hor machinory is offoctually
destroyaed,

They veport that stroops are being sent from Norfolk (o Smithileld,
and from that point across the James Rivar to Yorktown.” | also
learn that tho steamer (Hen  Clove, yanning up Jamos River, way
destroyed by e,

1 am, sir, yomr obediont sorvant,
D, L. BRAINE,
Licutenant, U. N, Nuvy, in Charge U, S, S0 Monticello,

Flag-OMeer 8, H, STRINGIAM,
Commanding Atlantic Blockading Syquadraon,

Report of Licytenant Draine, U, S, Navy, commanding 1, 8. S, Monti-
celloy regurding boals,

U, 8, 8. MoMITORLLO,
Hampton Roads, June 26, 1861,

S T send by bearver to your ship the boat in which those two
rofugees that eamo aboard ihis ship eseaped from Virginin,
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Will you be so kind as to send back the dingey of which you spoke
to ma this morning.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. L. RRAINE,
Lieutenant, 1. S, Navy, in Charge U7, 8. S, Montieello,

I"lag-Oflleer 8, IL STRINGIIAM,
Oommanding Atlantio Blockading Squadron,

Report of Flag-Ofileer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
slockading Synadrvon, vegarding lngincer Jordan, late U. 8. Navy,
and the burning of stewmers Merrimack and Glen Cove.

U, 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, June 24, 1861,

Sirv: I herowith sond a letter from Marshall P, Jordan, second
assistant engineer, UJ, S, Navy, now on board this ship.

A8 L am informed by the commander of the Mount Vernon that he is
a strong secessionist, will the Department please inform mo what |
shall do with him?

The commander of the Mount Vernon asked Mr. Marshall [Jordan) if
ho would take an oath not to fight against the United States, provided
he was permitted to leave, e indignantly answered, Not  He would
bho d-——~d if he would ever take that onth,

I am happy (o inform the Departmont. that relinble information was
received from two dosertors who wero on bonrd of the Monticello yes.
terday, named James Lano and Chavles [Tazard, that the Merrimaek
wak burned {o the waler's edge.  Sha was taken into dry dock, oxnm-
ined, and pronounced worthless,  Ter machinery was all destroyed.
Also that the seecession stenmer (len Cove, running up James Rivor,
was destroyed by fire,

Rospeetivlly, your obedient sovvant,
S, HL STrRINGITAM,
Flag-Oflicery Atlantic Blockading Syuadron.
Hon. GinronN WELLES,
Neevelury of Navy.

[ Eueloama.)

I, 8. S, MounT VERNON,
Hampton Roads, June 21, 1861,

Srie: As T havoe learned that a steamor containing many families will
he down from the eity of Norfolk to-morrow, and expecting & commu-
nication from the Department dismissing mo from the serviea of' tho
United States at the same time, I wonld most. respoctfully beg your
poermisgion to votuen to the tlagship to-morrow morning in the U, 8, 8,
Daylight, and, if I'res {o depart, to take passnge in the steamer on hor
roturn to Norfolk, or if not at. liberty so to do, to endeavor to learn
#ome tidings of my family,

My great anxiety on their acconnt. in my exeuse for thus troubling
you,

I have the honor to be, very respecttfully, your obediont. servant,

MaAarsuanL P, JoRbDAN,
Late Sceond Awwintant FEngineer, U, 8, Navy,

Flag -OfMear (1, J, PENDERGIRARYT,

Uommanding U7, N, Nuval Forces in Ghesaponko Bay,
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Report of Flag-Oflicer Stringham, U/, S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, reyarding dispusition of caplured vessels Sally
Mayee and Ammelia,

U. 8. 3, MINNEBOTA,
Hampton Roads, June 26, 1561,

Sie: 1 have the honor to intorm you of tho capture this morning of
the burk Sally Magee, from Rio de Jawneiro, bound to Richmond, Va,,
where she is owned, and the eargo also. 1 shall sond hor t4 Now York,
in charge of Licutenant Bryant,

I have taken from the Union the three mates and twelve men found
on hoard the ship Amelia when sho was captured oft’ Olinrleston, June
18, 1861, This ship was sent to Philadelphia.  Will the Department
please inform me what 1 shall do with these prisoners!  The erow nre o
miserable set of Ohinamen, Malays, ote.  'Tho officers ure IEnglish and
American,

The captain and crew of the Sarannal, also of thoe Hallio Juckson, a
list of whose numes I have alveady forwarded to the Department, were
sent in the Harriet Lane to New York June 24,

Yesterday, in Lynn Haven Bay, the Quaker ity discovered a boat
pulling toward them, which proved to have a man in it, deserting from
tho secessionists,  1lo informed them there was another man on shore
wishing to leave. ‘The ship’s boat pulled for the shore, but bhefore arriv-
ing it was fired on by a lnrge party, which suddenly appeared in view
and which led them to suppose the other man was eaptured,  Unfor-
tunatoly « shot from the shore renched the hoat, mortally wounding one
man, who hay since died.

The rion will go toson to-day toreturn to her station off” Savannanh.
I wish very much | had a more compoetent. seagoing vossel to send in
her plaee,

Very vespectfully, your obediont servant,
S 1L SrriNaia,
Flay-Ogicer, Atlantio Blockading Squadron,

Hon, CGiiproN WELLER,
Seeretary of Ny,

Report aff Play-Otecr Stringhamy U0 S Navey, commanding A lantio
Blockading Squadron, referving o carious instruotions recoived from
the Department,

U, B, H, MINNENOTA,
Hampton Rowds, June 27y 1861,

Brice T have the honor te acknowledgo rocolpt off your lattse of' June
24, in veforence to Captain Willinm M, Armstrong.

I have written a lotter to him at. Norfolk, which T shall sond by the
fivst, opportunity.

Fwonld respectfully usk whother it would not bo well to issue v gon-
ernl ordor, publishing it in the nowspaper, that all ofeors of the UL H,
Navy in the rebellions States inform the Dopnrtmant. how and whoero
orders ean rench them, or to report for duty nt Washington forthwith,

The information you have givan moe in roforence to Whmington, N, (),
I very mueh rogret to henr, s U can not now tulfll your wishies for
want of o proper vessel now on hnnd 1o sond, bot will attond to this
an soon as I possibly ean,
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L shall send the Monticello oft the mouth of the Rappahannock,
Will the Department please send, as soon as convenient, an assistant
surgeon for this veussel to tako the place ot the one wounded, of which
I have apprised the Department?

Your letter containing suggestions in referenco to York River hiay
also been received., I have always considered this point and the Rap.
pahannock very important, and have had o vessel oft the former, but
the Dawn has now gone to Baltimore for vepairs, I hopo she will soon
be hare to take her place again at that point.

I havoe also recoived your letter of June 26, enclosing copy of lotter
from A, I, Grimshaw,

Respecetfully, your obedient servant,
S, HL STRINGHAM,
Flag-Oplicery, Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon, GiproN WELLES,
Scoretury of Nawy,

. 8.—8ince writing the above I have received o request from Major-
General Buatler that tho Monticello bo permitted to romain at Noewport
Nows; I shall, therefore, send either the Hount Verron or Daylight up
to the Rappahannock,

3., S,

Report of Flag-Oficer Stringham, U, S, Navy, commanding  Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, regarding proposed transfer of Rodman cannon
Jor the use of the Narvy.

. 8, 8, MINNESOTA,
Huampton Roads, June 27, 1861,

Sik: T have the honor to acknowledgo reccipt of your lottor, dated
June 25, in which youw apprise mo that instructions will bo issued, sub-
jeet to the approval ot Major-General Butler, to transfer to my chargo
ono of tho lavge picces of ordnanee now at this peint, known as the
Rodman eannon, and that for the purpose of preparing the gun for active
operations atloat ¢ you (I will take all practicable dispateh to enusoe to
he purehased w suitable vessel to sustain ity weight, 49,090 pounds,
axclngive of carringa, ote,, aml it the vessel in sueh manner as your
(my) experience may dictate,”

I haston to inform the Doepartment that there is no vessel hers Chat
could Lo used with any advantage, and I doubt whother wo shall be
able to procurs one this side of Now York,

If the Department, wili diveet one to bo purehased there and properly
fitted, or it they will pormit me to go, 1 think I might relect & suitablo
one and have her immediately put in proper condition to receive the
pun, snnd earry into efleet as soon as practicable the wishes of the
Department,

I hve received the work, Rodman on Experiimoents with Oannon and
Powder, montioned In your lettor June 20,

Respectiully, your obedient. sorvant,
N, HL BIRINGITAM,
Mlag-Ofileery, Atlantio Blookading Squadron,
Hon, Ginron WELYLEN,
Neorctary Nuoy,
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QOrder of the Secretary of the Navy to Flug-Oflicer Stringham, U. S. Navy,
comnmanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding the U, S. ghip
Cumberland.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 27, 1861,

Sir: As soon as the Roanoke arvives in Hampton Roads and IFlag-
Ofticer Pendergrast transfers his flag to her, you will send the Cumber-
lund to Boston to be docked, ote.

It the Cumberland ean not be spared immediately, you aro author-
ized to retain her until your squadron is mereased sufliciontly to enablo
you to dispense with her services,

I am, respecttully, your obedient servant,
GiproN WERLLES,

Flag-Offieer 8. 11, STRINGHAM,

Commanding Atlantic Blockading Syquadron, Hamplon Rowds,

Order of the Necvetary of the Navy to Flag-Ofleer Stringham, U, S,
Navy, commanding Allantic Blockading Squadron, regarding prizes,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 98, 1861,
S You will please send a taiv proportion of the prizes that may be
captured to Boston,
I am, respectiully, your obedient servant,
(GIDEON WELLES,
Flag-Ofieer 8, T, STRINGITAM,
Comdg, Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Rowds, Virginia,

Letter from the Seevetary of the Navy lo Flug-Ofieer Stringham, U, 8,
Nary, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squedron, regarding m-}mmurr
Aday of Raltimore.

Confidential.| NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 28, 1861,
St The folowing in copled from o lettfer received at this Dopartment,
Very respeetfully, ete,
G1DEON WELLIN,
IMlag-Officer 3, TH SIRINGIAM,
Uommanding Allantic Blockading Sypuadvon, Hampton Rowds

Il:lll'lmlllll' ]
Bavrivonre, Juno 2, IS61,

When in Washington on T'uesday morning, | had the plensure of
having o conversation with you In vegard to partios shipping goods in
lower part of Maryland to be shipped theneo to Vieginin, 1 promised to
call and ses yon again before 1 left. for Baltlmore, but. business pro.
vented me. T hasten to give you all the Information 1 enn, ‘I'he nmo
of it (the vessel) is Ada, of Balthoore, boumd for the Rappahannosk
River. ‘I'he enptain’™s name in Satton,  Behooner padntad duvk preon,
with a ved stelpe seound her bemds, The gentleman who shipped the
gomis on the ghove versel Jeft, here on st Felday alternoon tn the
stesmer Mt Nicholuy for Leonardtown, Md,, with o young glel In
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his charge, for the purpose of carrying letters and papers on her per.
son, and from there or some other point in the neighborhood, to cross
the Potomac for the Virginia shore. Thoe party’s name is Willinm
Bayne, doing a cigar and tobaceo business in tho city of Baltimore, and
having a brother in Westmoreland County, Va,, doing business at
Baynesville, V., 2 miles from the Potomae, opposite Port Tobacco, Md,

Letter from the Seovetary of State to the Seevetary of the Navy, {rangmit.
ting copy of advertisements rvegurding steam communication bhetieeen
Liverpool and Oharleston, N, (L

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, June 28, 1861,
Smr: Herewith I have the honor to communieato to you for your
information a copy of two advertisements which appeared in Gere's

Goneral Advertiser, o' Liverpool, on the 8th instant, relative fo stenm

eonununication betwean that placo and the eities of New Orleans and

Oharleston,

I have the honor to be, sir, your ohedient servant,
Winiiam H, Sewarn,
Hon, GinroN WELLES,
Neoretary of the Navy.

| Fncloane )

New Orleana.--Steaon commnnication behween Liverpool and New Orleane.

Tha British and Amevican Southern Steamship Company’s {irst-class
iron serow stenmers avo infondaed to anil from Liverpool to New Orleans
s follows: Malueea, Tth August; Rangoon, 4ih Septomber, To ba
tollowed every altornate Wednesday by other first-cluss serow steamers
now huilding,.

For further particulars apply to

IF. SAaner,
Agent, 19 Water Strect. Liverpool,

Charloaton. - Steam comnoanteation between Liverpool and Chayleston,

A flvat-elans stenmship will ba disputehed from Liverpool to Charles.
|lnn on or ghout the 16th July next. A monthly service will be estab.
lrhed,

Goodu and passangers for New Oriears; Mobile, and Savannah ean
bo forwarded by this Hne, Charleston having diveet railway communi-
ention with nll the Southern and Western eities,

For turther particulars apply to

IMRAHER, TRENTOLY & Co,,
10 Rumford Place, or {o
M, 4, KinaeNeer & Co,,
Tower RBuildings, ¢ Water Street,

| Finlorenment ]

Hend coples of mdvortisemonts to Fhg-Offfeers Steingham and Mer-

vine,
W,
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Letter from the Seoretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U, 8.
Navy, commanding Atlantie Blookading Squadron, regarding Uonfeder-
ate foree near Noxfolk and the inefficiency of the blockade of Wilming-
ton, N. O.

ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 28, 1861,
Sir: Following you have copies of the contents of two letters
received at this Department this a. m,
Very respectfully,
G1vEON WELLES,
Commodore STRINGIHAM, ole,

[ Euelosunea.)

I have just heard from a veliable source that about fifteen days since
the rebel force in and near Norfolk, Va,, amounted to about 10,000
men, and also that tho steamer Yorkfown had heen strengthened,
houses taken off, and lined inside above the water line with rallroad”
iron, and earrvied a battory of eight 32-ponnder rifled guns, and is com-
manded by Lientenunt R, B, Pegram, late U. 8, Navy., This may be
ot servieo to the Navy Dopartment,

PHELPN.

Whila Charleston and Savannah as well as Virginia ports ave block-
aded, our port (Wilmington, N, (1.) is overlooked,  Vessels from Eng-
land arrive and hring us what is wanted, our railvoads distributing to
every point of the compass aid and comfort to the Gonfederato States,
Six British vessels have entered and eleared sinco the paper blockade
wad deelared,  Ono is now loading for Fngland, her eargo furnishing
funds to bring oul. munitions from England.  Mora vessels aro oxpeeted
with railroad ivon,

JACOR BREWSTER,

feport of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S, Nary, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, giving disposition of" vessels of" his command,

1L 8, 8, MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, June 2, 1861,
dire I have the honor {e return to the Department the present dis-
position of" tho vessels composing the Atlntie Blockading Squdron
and their enpaeity for that rervica:

N, Cliwa, Capueity, Poaition,
Minncaotn ...ooau, Hteamer..... Goad fur Atlante bleckading. .} [Hampton Roada.}
Wabmah .oooonnee N | [ TR O Clisleston,
Jameatown ... Sailing ooa OF Bavannah,
Vandalia ooovan]ene [} (L Y Charleaton,
LA S N 1 [ AP O Farnandina.
VIR ceeee cennnrs .| Blenmer OIF Chiarloaton,
Cumborlaumd ....... Hatling Hampton Roada, going into dock,
| RLLLLT) | Rtoamer..... Unfit, cartfeanaeoal oo ORY Ravannah. .
Dayllght........... PR [ A Fit for Cheaapoaks oo T'o ﬁ\ oft Rappahanut & River,
Dawn. ..., ilo coes] Baltimore vepahiing
Mantleollo......... <o Jamea River,
(,\m\kur Ciy voes| Capo Hlenry,
Mount Vethon.....J..... do.. ) Yurk River.
Hmvrlst Lanun .00 [} [T A S | T Repatring.
Yankoteoioooiena.s P | [} PP FH e tnghont veeiiiaiiinenns, o,

N W R—VoL §.-—d48
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Name, (‘lana. Capacity. Positiou.

Savannah.......... Sailing...... Not reporied

St. Lawrence ......]..... ¢ {71 P [ 17
L T 117 PR I ]

Iroquuis. .......... Steamer.... |..... Qo v e

Penguin...........]..... [1 11 T R 1 (¥

Allutroas. .........0..... do...... L..... 1

Young America....|..... do....... l Soizedd; not available..........

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H, STRINGHAWM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GinEoON WELLES.

Letter from the Sceretary of the Nary to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding the ship
Alliance,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 29, 1861,

SIR: The following, from a letter received at this Department, is
given for your information.
Very respectfully, ete.,
GIDEON WELLES.
Flag-Officer STRINGHAM, ete.

| Enclosure.]

The ship Alliance, which was ordered away off Oharleston some time
since by the U, 8. blockading squadron, has been lying in this harbor
(St. Johns) two weeka. ‘esterday (Sunday) the Palmetto flag was
flying at her mizzen all day. She now hails from Liverpool, England,
but was formerly owned, and perhaps is still in reality owned, in
Charleston, 8. O. Her captain and mate both belong there, She i
loaded with railroad iron, and is now waiting orders from Liverpool.
There are suspicions that she has also arms beneath the iron rails,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy,
commanding Atlantio Blockading Squadron, regarding recharter of
steamer Monticello,

NAVY DEPARTMEN?Y, July [12|, 1861,

SIr: Be pleased to send the steamer Monticello to Now York for the
purpose of being delivered up at the expiration of her charter, on the
2d instant. The Department has proposed to her owners to recharter
her for three months, provided they will thoroughly repair her and put
her in condition for eflicient sen service.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Flag-Oflicer S, . STRINGHAM,
Comdy. Atlantiv Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.
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Report of Flag - Officer Stringham, U, 8. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, of the rescue by the U. 8, S. Quaker City of a
small boal conlaining refugees.

U. S. S, MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 1, 1861,

SIr: 1 have the honor to inform the Department that yesterday, June
30, the U. 8. 8. Quaker Qity, while cruising oft’ Oape Heury, discovered
and picked up a swall sailboat containing seven men. She brought
them and the boat to the flagship. They proved to be five Northern
men, residents of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, who have heen resid-
ing in North Oarolina, engaged in their various mechanical occupations
in the neighborhood of Washington, N. C.

Fearing ill treatment, and the alternative of being compelled to join
in the rebellion or sufferinug personal violence, they made the best
arrangements they could, and, through the aid of some Union men
with whomn they were on good terms, they (after & week’s navigation
by day and night, the last part of it from near Cape Hatteras, being
out at sen, and running great risk of being captured at the various
inlets, where they represent the North Carolina rcbels to have a small
force of men with light batteries) have at last, to their great relief,
reached this point, asking and receiving that protection which is due
to loyal citizens.

The two remaining persons, one a native of Wilmington, Del., though
now resident of North Oarolina, where his sick wife now anxiously
awaits the issuo of his eftort to serve these men, request permission to
return. , The young man who accompanies him seems a well-disposed
citizen of North Carolina. I shall take the liberty of permitting them
to start back with their sailboat, hoping they will not be discovered by
the secession forces, they so much fear.

It was through the kindness and aid of these men thai, the Northern
citizens were able to get oft.

Respect fully, your obedient servant,
S, 1. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
Hon., G1DEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, regarding the disposition of vessels of his com-
mand.

U. S. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 1, 1861.

Sik: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of two confidential
communicatious from the Department, dated June 28, also u notice of
the same date to Mr. Van R, Morgan, late lieutenant U, 8. Navy,
apprising him that his name has been stricken from the rolls of the
Navy, which 1 shall forward to him by the first opportunity.

I would also inform the Department that I shall have one steamer
oft York River, the Daylight, Commander l.ockwood, and one oft the
Rappuahannock, the Mount Vernon, Commander Glisson, and the I'en-
guin and Albatross I shall send over on the eastern shore of Virginia.
The Albatross arrived to-day.

I have juat heard from Lieutenant Mygatt that the steamer St. Nich-
olas, mentioned in your contideutial communication of June 28, has
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gone into the Rappahannock River. He has just como down in the
Reliance to give me this information,

I shall have o steamer oft those points from this time on. The
Department will see that I have not one steamer or vessel at my com.
mand for the coast of North Carolina, :

It is very essontial that the Monticello remain at the mouth of the
James River until the return of the Harriet lane, as the ftorces at
Newport News are threatened by steamers from Richmond,

I have learned this day ot the death ol Captain William M, Avrm.
strong; therefore I reenclose the orders of the Department to him
datoed 24th June, 1861.

Respecetiully, your obedient servant.
S. II. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Ofticer, Allantic Blockading Squadron,
Hon. GIDEON WFLLES,
Neoretary of" Nuvy.

Report of Flag-Oflicer Stringham, U. 8. Naovy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, of the capture of the schooner Sally Mears,

U. S. 8. MINNESOTA, .
Hampton Roads, July 1, 1861,

S1r: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have cap-
tured this day, and now hold subject to the direction of the Depart-
ment, the schooner Sally Mears, of Yorktown, Va., of 1675% tons
burden,

The captain, Geerge Richurdson, and four men are on board this
ship.

Shall T use the vessel down hore? She is in ballast.

Respectiully, your obediont servant,
N, I, STRINGHAM,
Flag-Oficer, Atlantic Blookading Squadron,
Hon, GroEoN WELLES,
Secretary of Navy,

e ——

Letter from the Secretary of the Nary to Flag-Officer Stringham, U1, N.
Nuvy, commanding Atluntic Blockading Squadron, reyarding the sailing
Srom ddverpool of ship Bambery,
NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 1, 1861,
[S1mre:] The following extract from a letter written by the surveyor of
the port of New York ig sent for your intormation,
Very respectfully, ote.,
(HDEON WELLES,
Flag-Ofticer 8, H, BTRINGHAM, ote.

| Knelosurs |

The ship Bamberg (or Brombery), which sailed from Liverpool soma
time since with a lurge quantity of arms and munitions of war for the
Bouthern States, has arrived ot Havana, having been ordered off
from the Pussens of the Mississippl by the blockading squislron,

It in waid that she has on bowrd upward of 60 tons of srms, and
undoubtedly a further attempt will by made o luud them at some
Southern port,
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U, 8.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blookading Squadron, transmitting infor-
mation from U/, N. consul at St, Petershurg regarding ship Noemie,
from Charleston, N. C,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 1, 1861,

Sir: I herewith enclose for your information a copy of an extract
from a dispateh received hy the honorable Secretary of Btate, from
Cakeb Oroswell, esdq., U. 8. consul at 8t. Poetershurg, respecting the ship
Noemie, of Charleston, N, .

I am, respectiully, your obedient servant,
G1DEON WELLES,

IMlag-Ofticer 8, H. STRINGIAM,

Comdg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hlampton Roads, Virginia,

[ Euclonnro,— Extrant.)

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
8t Petershurg, May 28, 1861,

BIR: * * * The ship Noemie, from Oharleaton, Oaptain John
Johnson, which arrived at Oronstiddt last week with u eargo of cotton,
I am informed, displayed the flag of the Oonfederato States at the main
while at Copenhagen and Elsinore,

The vessel came into Uronstadt under the flag of the Union, but on
learning what had oceurred before her wrrival here, [ went to Osonstadt
and examined the ship's papers deposited with the agent of this consu-
late, and found that she had the usual United States rogistor.

The vessel is owned by a mercantile firm in Charleston, The eaptain
is from Baltimore, Captain Johnson is a secessionist, and probably
took this course to show it and make an oxceitoment,

I have thought proper to mention these particulars on necount of the
rumors which Captain Johnson's desire thus to oxhibit his attachment
to o bid cause has produced, some of which may find their wiy to the
United States,

[ have the honor to remain, your obediont. servant,
GALED OROBWELL,
[/, N, Connul,
Hon, W, I, SEWARD,
Neeretary of Nlate,

Letter from the Becretary of the Nnn]/ th P'lag-Ofloer Stringham, U, N,
Nary, commanding Allantte Blookading Nynadyon, authorizing purohise
of w rensel for the lodman cannon,

NAVY DKPARTMINT,
Wasitington, July 1, 1801,

NIR: Your dispatett (No, 86) of the 27th ulthmoey In reforence to the
propused plan for mounting the liurge pleas of orduanes now st Old
Point on a suitable vessel, snd the mesns of prosuring sinali i vossol,
has been received,

The Brarean of Ordnsses s slrasdy plseed yor In communlomtlon
with partios who sre digposed 10 frendsli whinl perhsps msy prove to
bis thes greoper kil of vesnal for thes seeviee desigunfad p bt (o sve
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time, and in accordance with your suggestion, the Department will per-
mit you to proceed to New York and make such prompt arrangement
as the case demands.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(:1DEON \WELLES.
Senior Flag-Ofticer SiLas H, STRINGHAM, U. 8, Navy,
Comdy. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S, Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, regarding purchase of vesgel for Rodman cannon,

U. 8. 8, MINNEBOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 2, 1561,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge two confidential letters from
the Department, dated June 29, containing copies of advertisements;
also letter dated June 28, with reference to boatswains. I think there
is one man on board this ship competent to fill this position, I shall
proceed to have him examined professionally and physically, as directed
and required by the Department.

I have just returned from examining a vessel captured here, but find
her unfit to carry the Rodman cannon. 1 also find the range of this
gun is not over 23 miles, and this ity oxtreme range with the largest
charge of powder,

I must say that, from all the observation 1 car make, a rifle gun of
8, 9, or 10 inch caliber would be more effective and much more easily
handled.

I think T have now at this point a vessel which could carry this lat.-
ter gun if she had a little additional strengthening. She could be sent
to Washington and prepared in a short time,

I enclose two letters from parties offering vessels to sell for this pur-
pose. 1 should prefer the Department would make the purchase, I
think the price fixed is very high., The Deopartment could authorvize a
person to examine them, however.

1 repeat that I would prefer a rifle guv. 'T'he vessel 1 allude to anbove
is a prize.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

lon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secerctary Navy.,

Repor! of" Flay-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, regarding the ration,

U. 8. 8, MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 3, 1841,
Sir: I have the honor to state to the Department that I have heen
consulting with some of the ofticers in reforence to the ration. Thoy
generally consider it & good ration, but think if the whisky part could
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be stricken out it would result in benefit to the men, besides giving
room (now occupied with whisky casks) for more useful and valuable
articles,
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGIIAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadyron,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Report of Flay-Oflicer Stringham, U, 8. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, regarding the U, S, 8, Quaker City,

U. 8. 8. MINNBSOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 3, 1861.

Sik: Oaptain Oarr, of the U. S, 8. Quaker City, has asked permission
to have 1 gunner’s mate, 1 carpenter’s mate, 1 quarter gunner, and 2
quartermasters rated aboard the Quaker City. Have I permission to
graunt his request? _

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S, H, STRINGHAM,
Flay-Officer, Atlantio Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S.
Navy, commanding Atlantio Blockading Squadron, transmitting letters
Jrom the Secretary of the Treasury regarding transfer of American
veesels to British ownership,

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, July 3, 1861,
Sir: I herewith transmit for. your information a copy of a letter in
reply to one from this Department, addressed to me on the 27th ultimo
by the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, respecting the transfer of
American vessels to British ownership, and to the provisional registers
issued in such cases by British consuls.
I am, respectfully, your obediont servant,-
GIDEON WELLES,
Flag-Ofticer S, . STRINGHAM,
Comdg, Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

[ Enclosure. |

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, June 27, 1861,

Sie: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 26th instant, and enclosure, respecting the transfer of American
vessels to British owuership, and to the provisional registers issued in
such eases by British consuls,

The act of the British Parliament, ontitled the merchant shipping act,
of 1804, confers on the consuls of' her Britannic Majesty, in the case of
the sale of n foreign bottom to a person authorized hy the act to become
the owner of British shipping, the power of issuing a provisional or
temporury register, und to engage a crew for u vessel so transferred.
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I'or convenience of reference, I accompany this communication with
a copy of the merchant shipping act, and would respecifully refer you
to sections 18 aud 564, and to forms B, O, and D in the appendix, as
having a special bearing on the subject of your letter. I also transmit
herowith, as referring to the same subject, an extract from instructions
to Britisix consuls under the merchant shipping act, prepared by the
bourd of trade, and approved by her Britannic Majesty’s secretary of
state for foreign aftairs,

As the British Jaws relating to navigation now stand, u foreign-built
vessel, manned and commanded by forcignery, if she is owned by qual-
ifled persons, is entitled to carry the British Hag and claim British
privileges and protection. Tho sole requisite so to entitle her is British.
ownership,

No rogulation, it is believed, ean be preseribed, detining in wdvance
the duties of maval officers in regard to their treatment ot vossels sail-
ing under provisional rogisters issued by British consuls. It must be
left mainly to their good sense and sound discretion to determine the
course to be pursued according to the circumstances ot each casi as it
occeurs, If they have satisfactory reason to believe that the sales aroe
in contravention of the British laws as well ar those of the United
States, merely collusive, and the provisional registers, therefore, unluw.
fully issued, the vessels shonld be sent into port for legal proceedings,

The information contained in the accompanying documents would
enable officers of the Navy to act understandingly in such cases. They
should know under what circumstances and with what formalities such
sales can lawfully be made, and what papers the consul is authorized
to issue, ‘Departure from the legal requirements in any material res-
pect would justly oceasion suspicion of biul faith, and the vessel should
be treated accordingly.

It is with this view of the matter that the enclosed documents are
respectiully communicated, in reply to your letter,

I am, very respectfully,
N. ', CHASE,
Neorelary of the Treasury.
Hon, G1ibEoN WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy,

[Subenolusine.)

Exstraot from the tnstructions to British consuls undir the merchant shipping act of 1854,
prepared by the board of trade and approved by her Majesty's secrctary of sfale jor
Jordgn affalrs,

Purchases, mortyages, and sales at foreign pors,

22, Persous qualiflod to own British ships may purchase foreigu
ships at o forelgn port.  In such eases the ship can not he complotely
reglistored until sho arvives at some port in tho British dominions where
there is a British rogistrar; but in order to prevent the inconvenionces
and dangors which wauld arlso froin the ship’s making hor homoewnrd
voyage without papers showing the nutional charscter, the consul is
enabled to grant o provistonal cortiflento, to remain in foree nntil the
expiration of six months, or until the arrival of the ship at some port.
having a British reglistrar, whichevor flrst happeuns,  In granting this
certificuto he will attond to the following particulurs:

He will require from the purchasyr, or from the ugent of the pur-
chaner, & declaration containing a stntemient of the qualifiention ot the
rurclmm'r, similar to thoso contalned e forms B or O (a8 the ease may
»0) In the schedule to the act, nnd containing ulso such of the other
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particulars contained in those forms as can be obtained without requir-
ing & new survey or measurement; and this declaration should, so far
as possible, be in the same form, and he made with the same formalities
and precautions as declarations given for the purpose of the final
registry of the ship, except that jt must be marked ¢ Provisional.”

He will then prepare a certificate of registry, adhering as nearly as
possible to the Form D in the schedule of the act, except that at the
top must be written in large and conspicuous characters the word
“Provisional,” and that at the-foot or in some conspicuous placo must be
added the words “This provisional certificate of registry continues in
force only until the —— day of — (iusert the day of the expira-
tion of six 1mouths from the date), or until she completes her voyage
from insert the port at which the certificate is given) to some
port: at which there is a British registrar, whichever first happens.”
The provisional certificate must be signed by the cousul instead of by
the registrar, and must be scaled with his ofticial seal. No official
number is to be iuserted. A form of provisional certificate of registry,
filled up according to'the circumstances of the case as assumed, i8
given in the appendix. (Form O 2.)

He will keep a duplicate of the certificate and send it with the
decluration to the commissioners ol customs in London on the first
conveniont opportunity, and in so doing he will endorse on the certifi-
cate o statement of the British port to which the ship is bound.

He will warn the master and the purchaser, or his agont, that the
provisional certificate is only in force until the ship reaches the first
British port at which there is a registrar, or ut the oxpiration of six
months, whichever first happens, and that she must then be surveyed,
weasured, and completely registored.

Order of the Sceretary of the Navy to Flay-Officer Stringham, U, 8. Navy,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, reqarding transportation
of Miss Segar.

NAVY DErARTMENT, July 3, 1861,
SiR: Mr, Joseph Segur has o duughter in the city of Norfolk whom
he iy desirous of having brought down to Old I’oint Comfort to join the
rest of his family,
You will please send a small vessol or boat up to Norfolk with o flag
of truce for the purpose of bringing away Miss Sogar,
I am, respectfully, your obediont servant,
UI1DEON WHLLES,
Flag-Ofticer 8, H, STRINGHAMY,
Comdy, Atlantiv Blockading Syuadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia,

Letter from the Neoretary of the Navy to Flay-Ogleer Stringham, U, S,
Navy, commanding Atlantic Rlockading Squadron, regarding reported
breach of blockade,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 3y 1861,
Sik: The following ia given for your information,
Yery rospectfully, ete,,
UIDEON WELLER,
Flag-Oticer 8, I, BTRINGIAM
Unmmam(iny, ole,
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[ Enclosure. |

A pungy hoat and schooner load with goods in Baltimore, clear for
Deal’s Island or Snow IIill, stop at Tangier beach inside the harbor,
and wait for a suitable night, then run across the bay and enter the
mouth of York River and discharge in Mobjack Bay, and at other times
land in East River, The captain is not known, but he has tried to raise
volunteers in Tangior. 'The pilot iy known by the name ot William
Pruitt, Captain John Gibbons gives this information, and is ready to
act.

I have heard to-day that the steamboat Si. Nicholas affair was a trap
set to cateh the Paience, There may be other enterprises of' the same
character on foot, and it would be well to be on the lookout for them,

SAML. HINKS.

Order of the Seorctary of the Navy to Flay-Officer Stringham, U/, S, Nuvy,
commanding Atlantiv Blockading Squadron, regavding disposition of
captured schooner Sally Mears,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 3, 1861,
S1r: 1 have received your No. 43 reporting the capture of the
schooner Sally Mears, of Yorktown, [Vu.], and asking what shall be
done with her, as well as the captain and crew. You may use tho
schooner for such purposes as rhe may be fit.
The captain and crew may be released and put ashore somewhere.
Persons found on board vessels that are not privateers, and who are
not engaged in the military services of the insurrectionary States, may
bo released, unless there is somo good reason for retaining them,
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
11IDEON WELLES,
Flag-Ofticer 8. 1. STRINGHAM,
Comdy. Atlantio Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia,

Report of Flag-Oflicer Stringlam, U, 8. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, of* the capture of a pungy.

U. 8. 8, MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 3, 1861

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the steamer
Yankee has just arrived here, 1 am sorry to find by reference to Mr.
Werden’s orders that he must proceed direct to Washington.

She would be of very greuat service here, as I have no small steamer
at my command,

There is a small steamer which comes down almost daily from Nor-
folk, keeping out ot range, which the Yankee could prevent and per-
haps succeed in capturing, besides being of other great servico as a
towing vessel, for which we have use. | regret much that she c¢an not
stay now,

Yesterday there was sent to this place by the Daylight one of the bay
pungies, about 30 tons burden, which I havesent this morning in tow of
n steamer going direct to Washington, to be destroyed or used thore,
She is one of those used in earvying stores and communications from
point to point on the Chesapeake,
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I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July 1, con-
taining instructions respecting ship Noemie, of Oharleston, 8. O.; also
the oxtract therein contained from Mr. Croswell, consul at St. Peters-
burg; also your letter of July 3, marked confidential, containing notice
of a pungy boat and schooner which visit the Virginia shore, and
notice in same from Samuel Hinks, referring to steamer Ni. Nicholuas;
also of same date with instructions relating to disporition of schooner
Sally Mears and her crew; also one of same date, with instructions to
send a flag of truce to Norfollz, to bring away Miss Segar, daughter of
Mr. Joseph Segar.
Rexpectfully, your obedient servant,
S, I, STRINCGHAM,
Flay-Ofiicer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GipEoN WELLES,
Necretary of the Navy.

Report of Commander Lockiwood, U, S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Day-
light, regarding prize schooner John Hamilton,

U, 8. PROPELLER 1)AYLIGHT,
OfF York River, Virginia, July 3, 1861,

Sir: I have tho honor of sending under charge of Acting Master's
Mate William V, Smith, the prize schooner John Hamilton, with the
acecompanying papers found on board,and her master, Jacob Sparrow, the
owner, who pleaded hard to be let oft.  She is in ballast, of little value,
burt not feeling at liberty to exercise any diseretion about releasing her
I have ordered Mr, Smith to take her to Hampton Roads and repor{;
her arrival to you for your disposal,

Should you accede to the wishes of' the master of the schooner and
release her, he would require assistance to enable him to return here,
and the officer and his two men counld return in her.

The above is the only vessel that has attempted to pass out or in
since I have been here. [ opened the lotter addressed to John Letcher,
governor of' Virginia,

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAML., Lookwoob,
Oommander.

I'lag-Officer 8, H. STRINGIAM,

Commanding U, S, Naval Forces, Ilampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Uommander Green, U/, S. Navy, commanding U. 8, ship James-
town, of the eruise of that vessel to Savannuh, Ga.

U, 8, SLoor orr WAR JAMEASTOWN,
Of Charleston, July 3, 1861,

Str: In complianeo with your instructions of' the 18th June ultimo,
directing mo to proceed oft Savannah, Ga,, with this ship to assist in
blockading that port, and to touch oft Oharleston on my way down to
communicate with Gaptain Mercer, of the Wabash, 1 have respectfully
to state that I left ITampton Roads on tho 19th June, Light airs,head
winds, and squally weather retarded our passage so that we were unable
to reach Charleston until to-day, 3d July, 1 have had an interview
with Captain Mercer and shall immediately proceed to Savannah, hav-
ing a fair wind, [ regret that I can not speak favorably of the qualities
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of the ship so far as they have been tried. She is certain in ‘“missing
stays” if there is any head sea. Always gets a stern board and is very
slow in paying off. She is also very much wanting in stability, On
tho 28th June I spoke the Union, Commander J. R. Goldsborough,
bound to Charleston; received our mail bag, and transferred to him
the bags for the Wabash and Union, Iintire harmony prevails on board
from the zealous and eflicient first lieutenant, Mr. N. B. Harrison,
down through all the grades, and a strong desire is manifested to put
the ship on a footing second to none of her ¢lass,  Great attention has
been paid to the exercise of the battery, especially in teaching the
details of using shells.

On the 26th instant we fired at o target sent from the ship. Thedis-
tance was from 1,200 to 1,900 yards, and the result was very satisfac-
tory. The master is very attentive to his duties, but is young and has
not yot passed his examination. [ should be pleased to have a coast
pilot and two master’s mates, One is required for the gun deck and
spirit room, leaving but two midshipmen to keep watch, and, in case of
sending any away in a prize, we would be short. The crew are tho most
ignorant sot of men I haveever seen on board ship, but will, after being
drilled, be superior to the old class of men-o’ war’s men. The health of
the ship has been generally good; we have losl, however, one man
from diarrhea, who has been unwell for some months past. I am in
want of a large goneral chart of the coast; the one furnished I8 too
small to be run by with any satisfaction.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, ete.,
UHARLES (AREEN,
Commander,

Flag-Ofticer S1L.AS [T, STRINGIIAM,

Comdy. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia,

Request of Oaptain Chauncey, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8, 8. Susque-
hanna, that a rifled cannon be furnizshed for that vessel.

U. 8. 8. SUSQUEHANNA,
Navy Yard, Boston, July 3, 1861,
SIr: [ have to request, that whenever the exigencies of' the service
may permit, o rifled cannon, with its equipments, ete., may he sent to
this ship by one of the supply vessels, as it may be of most cssential
min:vice in blockade duty, and would greatly add to the efficiency of the
ship.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. 8. OHAUNOEY,
Oaptain.
Hon. GInEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Flag-Oflicer Stringham, U, S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
lockading Squadron, regarding disposition of Flay - Officer Pender-
grast’s squadron,
U. S. 8. MINNEROTA,
Hampton Rouds, July 4, 1861,
SIR: | have the honor to inform the Department of the arrival of the
Roanoke ot this point on the 3d instant.
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By authority of your letter of June 5, L shall continue Flag-Officer
Pendergrast and the vessels of his squadron, to aid and assist in the
blockade, ind send him upon the cousts ot South Carolina and Georgia,
if it meets with the approval of the Department.

Respecttully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,
Atlantie Blockading Squadron.
Hou. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary o Navy.

Report of" Flag- Officer Stringham, U. 8. Nary, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, acknowledging Department’s communications,

U. 5. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July £, 1861,
Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledgoe receipt of your confidential
[letter] of July 1, with extract relating to the ship Bamberg (or Brom-
berg). Also your letter of July 3, erclosing a letter from Hon, S. P.
Chase, Secretary of the Treasury, respecting the transfer of American
vessels to British ownership and to the provisgional registers issued in
such cases by British cousuls.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S, . STRINGHAM,
Flay-Ofiicer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy,

Report of Qoimander Ohandler, U, S, Navy, commanding U, S, S. Dawn,
regarding repairs to vessel.

U. 8, 8, DAWN,
Baltimore, Md., July 4, 1861.—Y a. m.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I received, about 3 p. m.
yesterday, your telegram of that date, directing me to ¢hurry the
repairs on the Dawn and proceed down the bay with all dispateh,”

The workmen on the boiler having finished about 10:30 a. m., we
immediately commeonced cleaning out and filling the boiler for a cold-
water pressure, hoisting in our coal at the same time, which we finished
about 1:30 a, m, this morning, after gotting in about 73 tons, We had
completed our watering yesterday morning and taken in all our stores
except those required in the gunner’s department, which have not yet
been received. We found the boiler and flues to stand a pressuve of
45 pounds, about as much as we could got on, our c¢rew being much
worn out with hoisting in and shoveling coal. I now have steam up,
and will proceed down the bay at ouce in obedience to your orders.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient,
WiLLiAM OHANDLER,
Commander, U, S. Navy.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington,

N. B.—I have cngaged First Assistant Lngineer Wyatt, but not
discharged Master’s Mate Woodstock, not being able to settle his
account.
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, of the hoisting of Iis flag on the U. 8. S. Koanoke.

U. 8. FLAGsHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., July A, 1861,
SiR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have this day
been ordered by IFlag-Officer Stringhaum to hoist my flag on board the
U. 8, steam frigate Roanoke. 1 would be glad to have the anthority of
tho Department to transfer my tlag-licutenant, Mr, Todd; my sceretary,
Mr. S8cherr; my clork, Mr. Curtis, and the coxswain and boat’s erew of
the barge £o the Roanoke. I would also request thut the Department
anthorize the paymaster of tho Roanoke to pay Captain Kintzing, of
the marines, and my scceretary, Mr. Schorr, two months’ advance, the
usuil allowanco to officers of ships fitting out.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
(. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flug-Oflicer, Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon, G1proN WELLES,
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, 1), (!

Letter from the Seorotary of the Navy to Flay-Oflicer Stringham, U, S.
Navy, commanding Atlantio Blockading Squadron, regarding the unpro-
teoted condition of Wilmington, N. (',

NAvY DEprArTMENT, July 4, 1861,
HIr: The enclosed copy of a letter recoived from the Department is
forwarded, that. you may bo udvised of movemonts on the const of

North Garoliua, ‘

Vary respectiully,
GIDEON WELLES,
Flag-OMear 8, 1L STRiNdiias, ote,

[ Vinelosmie |
NEW YORK, June 29, 1861,
DrAr Bir: As a good Unlon man and a friend to thoe Administra.
thon, [ tuko the liborty of tnforming your Bxeolloney nbout the port of
Wilinington, N, (O, whore vessels are continundly coming in, chunging
thelr nntlonnlity, nnd taking onrgoes for Bngland ot high rates to
the grend pr lmflt-u of the port. of Now York. Up to the [2th June
nones of the Inl(_mkmllur sgundron had boon ot Gape Fear River to
notify the fort (Onswoll) of the blookade, nnd somo eight or ten ves.
saln have loft and sdlod with el onegoos, nd 1 have reason to beliove
vonsoln hivve slonrsd from hovo, nd wee uhout clonving tor Weat Tudin
oetN, i no doubt will fotel up thove, * * % 1 liwve just learned
St i Oneolinhey s bheon to BE Jobin's nmd cluetered o beje to go to
Wilinfigton, N Oy for o fond of nuvid stores,
Pwrei Wilsox,
Hom, CHbeon Wik, elo,

(rder of the Nnm'nlm'// wf the Ny to Flag OReer Steinghbam, U8 Nary,
mm:muulhq/ AHantto ockading .\'qmu}o'mo. o dispuiteh cessels in xedrvh
uf w Cngfoderate privatesy,

Navy DuprareaeNt
Woxbbnpton, D, duly 4, t8eE
Btce You will diggaston Do Bormoke withont delny o the weast of
Rorth Girolin,
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A rcbel privateer has made several captures oft (ape Hatteras.
If necessary, send the Cumberland also down the coast until more -
ships reach your command.
I am, respectfully, ste.,
GIDEON WELLES,
Flag-Ofticar S1LAS I STRINGIIAM,
Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads,

Report of  Flag-Officer Stringham, U, 8. Navy commanding Atantic
Blockading Squadron, regarding dispateh of vessels,

U. 8. 5. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 5, 1861,
Sir: 1 have tho honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July
4, in reference to the sailing of the Roanoke, also of the Cumberland, |
have ordered the Roanoke to proceed without delay.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. 1. STRINGIAN,
Flag-Officer, Atiantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Necretary of Navy.

Report of Commander Livingston, U, S. Navy, commanding 1'. 8. N, Pen-
guin, of the eruise of that vessel to York River, and giving information
regarding steamer Wilson (1, Small, from Baltimaore.,

U. 8. S, PENGUIN,
Hainpton Roacs, July i, 1561,

Si1e: In pursuance of your order of the 20th ultime, I proveeded off
the mouth of York River. [ suw no vessels pass in or out of that river
during my stay there,

On the 1st instant your order of same date, through Lieutenant Com.
manding Mygatt, was receivod to blockade the mouth of the Rappahan.
noek River. G L undorway in company with steamer Relinnee for the
above river, nnd arrived sume evening; saw no vessels there.  On the
2d, Lisutenant Commanding Mygatt made n communication to me,
which | herewith encloxe, to the effect. that the engineer had reported
to him that it was necossary for tha Relience to return to repair; that
it was unsnfo to dotain hor, und having no onders in regand to this ves.
nely 1 dbd notoordes nosurvoy, but suggested the game, He then eft his
station, to roport himselt to his commanding ofticer in the Potomac,

On the 2d instant, the Mowat Versor avvived, Commander Glisson
informing mo that hoenma to reliove me, and hrowght a pitot & ave,
bt no orders from the commutder in chiefs but from a conversation
with the phot, Finferved that you sished me to oriise samewhat al
my diseretion e the Ohesapenke, T therefiee, at daylight on e Wl
tnstunty wolghed nnd stenmed neross the bay te Vovonnke Rownd, board.
g VORROI 0N he iyt pee st enclosed, Owentering the bay, saw
an Amorlenn Hng thyhingg on Fangior Tadanad o a village of that nawe:
rin Into the ebor and hoisted v fack, to fnduee them (o vonve off,
which they soon dide The three men who eame ot zoeted st
Unlon, nm‘z vaproseitod To me thint there was Bt vie man on e law
who wieh i roeomsdontaty tint o mennt ty hoist o sevession g s woe.
row, il thind e fvee workl be over tom e on the 2t o take
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down the American flag; that they were determined it should not come
down, and requested me to remain on the 4th, which [ determined to do.
July 4, dressed the ship in honor of the day. 1 was informed at
Tangier that the steamboat Wilson @G. Small, from Baltimore, had
some days before been down with a load ot goods and landed at Pun-
goteague; that she madoe her appearance again on the 3d instant, but
seeing us in the harbor, made oft. This boat I hear is allowed to trade
onlyasfarasGreat Annemessex River. Intheevening weighed and stood
over to the mouth of Great Annemessex River; spoke several vessels,
saw nothing suspicious, anchored for the night. At daylight on the
Hth, weighed and stood down the bay, and when oft the mouth of the
Rappahannock, communicated with the Mount Vernon. Captain Glis-
son had no news. At 10 a. m. saw steamer Daiwn steering down the
bay. At 11 a, m. wpoke I, 8, 8, Albatross, bound to Rappahannock

River,

Very respecefully, sir, your obedient. servant,
J. W, LIVINGBTON,
Commanding U/, S. S, Penguin.,
I'lag-Ofticer S1LAS H, STRINGHAM,

Comdg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Commander Uillis, U, S. Navy, commanding U, S, 8. Monti-
celloy of assistance rendered a shore force under Oolonel Phelps, U. N,
Army.

U. 8. 8. MONTICELLO,
Off Newport News, July &, 1861,
Sir: In compliance with the request of Colonel Phelps, we took a
position near noon to-day about b miles above the post, for the purpose
of shelling the enemy in advance of a battalion which moved np the
left bank of the river, and after our firing they entered tho woods.
This evening they returned to camp, reporting we had dispersed with
our shell a body of cavalry which they could not afterwards overtake.
Oolonel Phelps rent oft” his thanks for the promptness of our move-
ment and the precision with which the shell were thrown.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Joun P, GiLLs,
Commander, U, 8. Navy,

Ilag-Omicer 8, H. STRINGHAM, U. 8, Navy,
Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Request of Oaptain Marsion, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. ship Oum-
herland, to participate in the retaking of Norfolk.

U. 8. 8, CUMBERLAND,
Hampton Roads, July &5, 1861,

Sir: Maving reccived orders from Flag-Ofticer Stringham to proceed
to the South, and from thence to Boston, I would respectfully request
that, as soon as this ship shall have completed her repairs, she be
allowed to return to her present station, for tho Qumberland has been
80 long and constantly employed here and has become so identified
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with the waters of Virginia, that it seems but just she should partici-
pate in the honor of retaking Norfolk,
[ have the hionor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOON MARSTON, Captain.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, 1. 0.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Oflicer Stringham, U. S.
Naoy, commanding Atlantie Blockading Syuadron, regarding officers
and crew of chartered steamer Quaker Oity,

NAvy DEPARTMENT, July 5, 1861.

Sir: The rates asked for by Commaunder Carr, in your letter of the
3d instant, are allowed.

It will ho remombered that the Quaker Uity was chartered by certain
parties in New York and sent to the Ohesapeake, and at the expiration
of the charter the Government continued it for three months, reserving
to itself the right to place on board a naval officer to command, and
afterwards a midshipman was added. The accounts were directed to
be kept on board the North Carolina, at New York.

Theo.owners of the Quaker Oity supplied the officers and crew and ran
the vessel, and continune to do so, unless they violate the charter,

This Department can not make any acting appointments on board.

Lieutenant Mitchell may be ordered to the Santce, so as to permit
that vessel to proceed to sea without delay, A first lieutenant will be
sent to her by the earliest opportunity,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GI1DEON WELLES,

I'lag-Oficer 8,' 1. STRINGHAM,

Comdy, :ttlantio Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia,

Order of Flag-Ofiicer Pendergrast, U, S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Caplain Nicholson, U. S, Navy, commanding U, S. 8, Iloan-
oke, (o prepare that vessel for sea,

U. 8. FLAGS8HIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, July 5, 1801,
Sir: I will transfer my flag this afternoon.
You will prepare your ship for sea with all possible dispatch, I will
go to sen to-morrow morning.
You will avail yourself of any conl schiooner present to ill up with coal.
Yery respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flay-Ofticer, Commanding West India Squadron,

Captain WM. O. NIOHOLSON,
Commanding U, S. Steam Frigate Roanoke,

Report of Captain Chandler, U, S. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Dawn,
regarding the condition of that vessel on arrival in Hampton Roads.

U. 8. 8. DAWN,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, July 5, 1861,

Sir: On my arrival here [ have the honor to submit herewith a copy
of my lettor of yesterday’s date to the houorable the Scerctary of' the

N W R—Vvor b——49
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Navy; and to report the Dawn again ready for service, in as effective
a condition perhaps as the patching of an old boiler and very old flues
could make her. But there seemed to be, soon after we left Baltimore
yesterday morning (for we can not yet get at the place in consequence
of the coal lying up against the boiler, and the coal bunker being full),
a leakin the lower part of the boiler itself on the starboard side, about
6 fect from the after end.

Theroe are no passageways, as there should be, constructed between
the coal bunkers and hoilers on either side; and, not knowing whether
the steamer would be eventually purchased by the Government, I did
pot feel justified in incurring the expense of their construction, at least
(if not so purchased, and without benefit to the Governmenbs, before
the boiler and flues (as repaired) had been tested, while the repairs and
my departure were so hurried thatthe coal had to be received on board
as soon as tho workmen had finished and betore the boiler and tlues
could be tested with steam,

In the cold-water pressure of 456 pounds night before last, however,
there was no perceptible leak anywhere oxcept in the manholes, oue in
each end of boiler, and a hand-hole in the front end, which was subse-
quently repaired as soon as we could let the water out of the boilers,
and previously to fllling it and firing up again, about 6 a, m., to come
down here,

When the coul has been more used or removed from the starboard
bunker, we shall then be enabled to ascertain more about this leak, the
exact location of which is now a matter of surmise; but the fact itself
is established by the quantity of hot water in the bilge und the dift-
calty of keeping up the requisite quantity of water in the hoilers,
without leaving the feed pipe all the time open,

We have been under o running pressure of not exceeding 26 pounds
of steam, all the way down; and only on two occasions, while stopping
for a short time, did it rise {o from 28 to 30 pounds,

Last night, being reluctant to run past Siith’s Point Shoals without
the guide of the light and light-boat at that point, we came to anchor
in the bay, about b or 6 miles to the southward and eastward of it, and
waited for early daylight to proceed hither.

Accompanying this is o duplicate requisition from the engineer's and
gunner's departments for articles needed therein and a list of the pro-
visions on board.

I have tho honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient,
WiLLIAM OHANDLER,
Uommander, U, S. Navy.

Flag-Oflicer 8. Il. STRINGHAM,

Comdyg. Atlantiv Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8. Navy,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding ¢ Rodman gun,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 6, 1361,
Sir: Your No. 44* has been received.
You will send the schooner to Washington when convenient. The
Department’s order respecting the Rodman gun is countermanded.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Flag-Ofticer 8, I1. STRINGIIAM,
Comdg. Atlantio Blookading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

—-— i ——

* Boo p. 08,
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Report of Commander Oase, U. S. Navy (fleet captain), of disrespeot
shown to a flag of truce by Confederates.

U, S, FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 6, 1861,

SIR: 1 have the honor to report that in obedieunce to your order I
hoisted a flag of truce on board the steam tug Adriativ at 1 o’clock
p. m, and proceeded toward Norfolk to communicate with General
Huger, as directed.

When about a mile below the Craney Island beacon, and after hav-
ing passed the batterios on Sewell’s and Bush’s points, a shot was fired
at the tug from COraney Island; it passed diagonally across the bow
and struck within 20 feet. Huad not the engine been stopped at the
flash and the boat’s head turned i little to starboard, the shouv 1aust, I
think, have struck her.

I immediately ordered the tug anchored and left in the barge, with
Midshipman McCook, to communicate with the boat which I supposed
would meet me from Orauney Island,as it did when 1 was up with a
flag of truce in May last, but I had not got more than three or four
boat’s lengths from the tug when a second shot was fired at the barge,
which passed directly over and struck about 30 yards from her,

My first impulse was to return immediately and report the circum-
stances to you, but my second led mo to remain and ascertain if possi-
ble if the flag of truce had been fired on by order ot General Huger
or the commanding officer nt Oraney Island.

Two officers came oft' in a boat from Oraney Island, ot whom I asked
the name of the commanding officer at the island and if Geueral
Huger was still at Norfolk.

The senior of the two (I did not learn their nanes) replied, “Oolonel
Richardson commands at Craney Island,” but he did not know anything
of General Huger,

I then stated that 1 was the bearer of a flag of truce to General
Huger, but before I could transact any business in relation to it I must
first ascertain from them if General Huger or the commanding
officer had ordered the flag of truce to be fired ou. If 8o, I had no
further communication to make, but should return and report the facts
to you.

T'he senior oflicer then stated that no such order had bheen given;
the shot striking 8o near was accidental; he know the flag of truce was
coming up; had reported it to the commanding officer, when the order
was given to fire a shot to stop her.

To this I replied: “ A blank cartridge would have been all that was
necessary ahd what was customary to stop a flag of truce.” To this
he said something about not knowing what was customary.

I then gave him your letfer to General Huger, saying I would wait
for an answer, at the same time asking him to give my compliments to
the commanding officer, and say his men fired well; it was good target
practice, :

He replied: ¢The circumstances shall be reported to the command-
ing officer.”

I also stated to him the difference in the reception of oftficers coming
with flags of truce to us,

The ofticers left me at abont 2:456 p. m. 1 remained until 6:45 p. m,,
and thon left on my return without nn answer from General'Tluger,
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Two or three steamers communicated with Craney Island and Norfolk
while we were at anchor.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. LubLow CASE,
Commander, U. 8. Navy, and Fleet Caplain.,

Flag-Officer S. H, STRINGHOAM,
Uomdy, Atantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Oaptain Chauncey, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Susyue-
hanna, regarding the temporary disabling of that vessel.

U. 8. S, SUSQUEHANNA,
At Anchor off Lynn Haven Bay, July 6, 1861,

Sir: [ have the honor to report that, in obedience to instruetions from
the honorable Secretary of the Navy of 12th June to communicate on
my way down the coast with the vessels of the blockading squadron,
and being obliged to lie by for six hours in accordance with a request
from the chief engineer of this ship to effect some necessary repairs to
the eugines, and wkile on my way up to the anchorage for the above
purpose the starboard water-wheel shaft suddenly broke, thus disabling
the ship for active and efficient service. I enclose a report of the occur-
rel&ce to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, and shall await further
orders,

I am informed by the chiof engineer of this ship that she will be in
readiness by 8 a.m, to-morrow to proceed to New York with one wheel,
if decmed expedient, aud I beg leave to suggest the propriety of pro-
ceeding to that port without delay, as the necessary repairs can be
effected with more dispatch at that place than elsewhere.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. S. CHAUNOEY,
Captain.

Flag-Ofticer 8. I, STRINGHAM,

Oommanding Blockading Squwudron, Hampton Rouas.

[ Encloauruv. )

U. 8. S, BUSQUEHANNA,
At Anchor off Lynn Haven Bay, July 6, 1861.

S1R: After closing my dispatch of this morning, and while proceed-
ing up to the anchorage to communicate with the tlag-officer and with
the intention of proceeding to sea this evening, in accordance with your
orders, after the necessary repairs to the engine, the starboard water-
wheel shaft of the engine broke without any previous warning, thus
entirely disabling the ship for active service. The result of a critical
examination of the fracture shows an imperfection in the forging of
the shaft and a bad flaw. 'The shaft has been running for eleven years,
or since the construction of the ship, and has been, to all external
appearance, sound, _

Although this accident js a severe disappointment to me, yet I con-
sider it providential that it has occurred at this particular time and
place. Had it taken place in a gale of wind or rough weather, it might
have been attended with more serious results to machinery, ete.

1 have reported the facis to Flag-Ofticer Stringham, my senior officer,
and shall await further orders. I am informed by the chief engineer
that the ship will be in readiness by 8 a. m, to-morrow to procéed to



ATLANTIO BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 113

New York with one wheel, if deemed expedient by the honorable Sec-
retary of the Navy, I shall suggest to Flag-Officer Stringham the pro-
priety of proceeding to that port without delay, as I am of opinion the
necessary ropairs can be effected with more dispatch at that place than
elsewhere,

A drawing of the engines of the Susquchanna is in the Department
at Washington, showing dimensions, ete., and might be sent to tho
foundry to which the order for the work will be given,

1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. 8. OHAUNOEY, Oaplain.

Hon, GiproN WELLES,

Secretury of the Navy.

I enclose a copy of the report of the chief engineer and also the
report. of' & hoard of survey upon the wheel.
JNo. S. UHAUNOEY.
[Subenclosure. ]
U. 8. S. SUSQUEHANNA,
Hampton Roads, July 6, 1861.

Sir: In consequenceo of the overheating and cutting of the inboard
slide to starboard engine, also upper gib to same (exigencies of the
service permitting), I would respectfully request a delay of about six
hours for the purpose of readjusting their rubbing surfaces.

Yours, ete,,
(EO0. SEWELL,

Oaptain Jonn S, ONNAUNORY,

U. 8. 8. Susquehanna.

Order of the Seoretary of the Navy to Commander Palmer, U. S. Navy,
commanding U, 8. 8. Iroquois, to proceed to duty in the Atlantic Blook-
ading Squadron.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, July 6, 1861.

Sir: The 1), 8. steam sloop Iroquois, under your command, is to
form a part of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron. As soon, therefore,
as she is prepared for sea, you will proceed with her to Hampton Roads
and report to Ilag-Ofticer 8. H, Stringham for duty.

Transmit to the Department before sailing a muster roll of the crew
and a separate list of the officers of the Iroquois,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(11DEON WELLES,

Oommander JAs. S, PALMER,

Oommanding U, 8. 8. Iroquois, New York,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U, 8. Navy,
commanding Atlantio Blockading Squadron, regarding U. 8. 8. Yankee.

NAvVY DEFARTMENT, July 8, 1861,
SIR: I have received your dispatches Nos. 49, 50, 51, and 52.
Increasing difficulties in the Potomac render it necessary to detain
the Yankee here for a short time. So soon as she can be spared she
will be sent to Hampton Roads.
1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(IDEON WELLES,
Flag-Officer S. H, STRINGHAM,
Ovmdg. Atlantiv Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia,
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Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, regarding disposition of vessels of his command
and disrcspect shown to a flag of truce.

U. S. 5. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 8, 1861,

Sie: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July
b, with reference to rates asked for by Uommander Oarr, and the affairs
of the Quaker Oity.

Also your letter of July apprising me of the dismissal o' Assistant
Engineer Levy.

I bave ordered lieutenant Mitehell to the Santee, and have ordered
tho Santee to proceed to her destination; also the Roanoke, Flag-Officer
Pendergrast, to proceed off the coast of North Carolina, and the Oum-
berland to go to Boston to be docked, making just a short craise down
off Hatteras,

I have also ordered the Daylight off Cape Fear and the Albatross
oft Capo Hatteras, to assist in blockading the North Oarolina coast.

In compliance with your instructions contained in your letter of
instructions of July 3, with reference to Miss Negar, I wrote to Brig-
adier-General Benjamin Huger, on the 5ith July, enclosing him a copy
of your letter in regard to Miss 8. This [ had an opportunity of send-
ing direct to him through the Inglish vico-consul, Mr. Myer Myers,
who on that day came to this shipunder protection of the English Hag,.

On the 6th I ordered Commander A. Ludlow (ase to proceed with o
flag of truce on this particular business,

By the kindness of Major-Goeneral Butler 1 was provided with a
small steamer, and Commander OUase proceeded on his mission at
1p.m,

I make shorf oxtracts from Commander Oase’s report to me:

After having pnssed the hatteries on Sowell’s Point and Bush’s Point, a shot was
fired at the tug (!:'om Craney Islond, 1t passed diagonally across the how and struck
within 20 feet. Had not the engine been utoppo«f'at, the flash, and the boat's head
turned a little to starboard tho shot wmust, I think, have struck her,

Commander Oase then took to his barge and was proceeding in that
toward COraney Island, the usual place where tlags have usually com-
municated, but ‘“had not got more than threoa or four boat's lengths
from the tug when a second shot was fired at the barge, which passed
directly over, and struck about 30 yards from her,”

Two officers came oft' in a boat, and to the question of Commander
Oase, Who commanded at Oraney Island, received answer, ¢Qolonel
Richardson,” and Whether they intended to fire upon a flag of truce?
the senior answered, ¢ It was the result of ignorance, the proximity of
the firing to the tug and barge.”

The commanding officer had given the order to fire the shot and
stop her,

After this explanation Commander COase forwarded my letter to
Brigadier-General I3, Huger through this oflicer, which stated that Com-
mander O, would receive Miss Segar,

After waiting from 2:456 p. m. until 6:45, and receiving no answer to
his communication, Gommander Ouse returned and reported the fucts
to me.

I can but expross my groat surpriso at such treatment, consjdering
tl;)he courtesy with which flags of truce from Norfolk have heen received

y me,

I feel unwilling to hold further communication (except you instruet
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me) until a full explanation is offered by Brigadier-General Huger, or
the commanding ofticer at Norfolk.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S, H. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of Navy.,

Report of Flag - Officer Stringham, U. 8. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, requesting transfer of Lieutenant Crosby, U, S,
Navy, to Flagship Minnresota. :

U. 8. S, MINNESOTA,

Hampton Roads, July 8, 1861,
SIRr: I beg leave to state to the Department that Mr., Wainwright,

who has been doing duty as first lieutenant since the departure of Mr,

Werden, finds himself unable to perform the laborious duties of o first

lieutenant, especially of the flagship.

I am sorry also to he compelled to state that the second lieutenant,

Mr. Gibson, has not suficient health and strength to supply his place.
On the shore, occupied as harbor naster, is Lieutenant Orosby, who,

I am induced, from the representations made to me, to request of the

Department may be relieved from his present duty and transferred to

this ship, allowing Mr. Wainwright to take his placc on shore, which

duty the latter thinks he can perform,
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGIIAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantio Blockading Squadron.
Hon., GIDEON WELLES,
Secrctary Nuvy.

Report of Captain Purviance,U. 8, Navy, commanding U, 8. ship St. Laio-
rence, of deficiency in complement of' that vessel,

U. 8. Suip ST, LAWRENOE,
Off Oape Henlopen, July 8, 1861,

S1r: The pilot left us at 1 p. m,, after a detention of six days in the
river, owing to low tides,

We are deficient in lieutenants. The acting masters are perfectly
ignorant of duty, We have a fine ship, but at present very ineticient,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Y. PURVIANCE,

Ouptain.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,

Letter from the Seoretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8,
Navy, commanding Atlantio Blockading Squadron, transmitting infor-
mation from U, S, consul at Liverpool regarding steamer Ernest Meroke,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 8, 1801,

SIrR: Herewith enclosed for your information ix a copy of a letter
from the honorable Becrctary of State, dated the 2d instant, transmit-
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ting an extract from a dispatch of the U. 8, vice-consul at Liverpool
respecting a vessel supposed to be loading at that port for Charleston,
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Ilag-Officer S, H. STRINGHAM,
Comdg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

| Enclosure. )
DEPARTMENT OF STATEF,
Washington, July 2, 1861.
Sir: 1 have the honor to enclose herein an extract fromn dispatch
No. 17, dated 7th ultimo, from Henry Wilding, esq., U. 8. vice-counsul,
Liverpool, respecting u vessel, supposed to be loading at that port for
Oharleston, S, O.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WiLLIAM 11, SEWARD.,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secreiary of the Navy.
|Subenclosuro.—~Extract. )
U. S, OONSULATE, Liverpool, June 7, 1861.

Sir: My last dispatch w as 31st May, by the Arabia.

A statement was made to me on Wednesday by a shipmaster belong-
ing to Portsmouth, N. H., which I consider of consequence enough to
report to you.

He stated that on Monday last oue of the partners of a large ship-
ping house here remarked during a conversation on the reported rais.
ing of the blockade at Oharleston, that there was a steamer loading in
this country with a valuable cargo for Charleston. lle could not get
from him whero she was loading, or her name, as he seemed to recollect
himself and grew uncommunicative, and the captain did not like to
appear too inquisitive, The captain would not tell me the name of the
house, but from what he did say, I judge it was that of Leech, Ilarri-
son & Torwood, a commission house doing a large business with tho
United States and with numerous Oharleston connections, and, on
juvestigating the matter, I find that the owner of the Swedish screw
steamer FErnest Mercke, which came here, and has just discharged a
cargo from New Orleans, has been in frequent communication during
the past ten days with that house, and that the chief mate of the ves-
sel has been heard to say he thought she would go back to America.

1 am inclined to think the statement referred to her. She is a very
fast vessel, having made the passage from New Orleans in twonty-two
days, steaming but a small part of the way. She is 700 tons, bark
riﬁfed, fuunel red at bottom, black at top, hull dark green, spar deck
white; female figurehead, no bowsprit. She has no cargo on board yet,
but a few days would suffice to load and dispatch her.” I nm having
her looked after.,

Thore is no vessel here, or in any of the ports of the district, loading,
that would be likely,

F¥raser, Trenholm & Oo., the Liverpool branch of John Fraser & Qo.,
of Gharleston, have bought a new screw steamer for the “direct trade,”
but she is not named or ready yet.

- » » . L) L] .

With high respect, 1 am, sir, your obedient. servunt;
HENrRY WILDING, Vice-Consul,
[Hon, W, H, SKWARD,

Necrotary of State.|
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Ueneral Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8. Navy, commanding
Atlantio Blockading Squadron,

U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 9, 1861,

SIr: I have the honor to inform the Department that the Roanoke,
Flag-Ofticer Pendergrast, sailed yesterday for the coast of North
Oaroling.

The Cumberland sailed to-day for Boston, first taking a short cruise
down off Cape Hatteras and the coast of North Oarolina.

I am informed her sailmaker is now doing duty on board the steam
tug Young America, at present repairing at Washington. I respect-
fully suggest, and enquire, whether it would not be well to let him pro-
ceed to Boston and prepare matters in his department, thus hastening
the noecessary work upor the Qumberland when shé arrives.

I would like to assign an officer to the Young America, Mr. i, W.
Graves, now applying ior the appointment of acting master, for which
situation I know him to be fully qualified. e is a very active and
efficicut officer, liaving served on bourd this ship since we sailed as
master’s mate.

I venture to ask of the Department to send the Yankee to this point.

The Army have constant communication from Fortress Monroe to
Newport News in small tug steamers, There is a steamer which comes
down from Norfelk to the mouth of Elizabeth River frequently, I fear
emboldened by the abseunce of our smail steamers, she may attack and
capture the army steamers, The Yankee, drawing light draft of water
and being fast, might catch this vessel, besides doing service here as
ghe did before her removal for repairs,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGITAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlgntic Blockading Squadron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secrctary Navy.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, of the readiness of the U, 8. Ship Santee for
sailing,

U. 8, 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 9, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the Santee,
being ready for sea, she might not be detained any longer. T have
ordered Lientenant J. H. Spotts, who wus proceeding as passenger on
board the Susquehanna to the Gulf Squadron, to take passago in the
Santee, doing duty on board the latter vessel until otherwise ordered.

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July 6,
ordering the schooner lately captured to Washington; also counter-
manding the order respecting the Rodman gun.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
8, II. STRINGIAM,
Flag-Ofiicer, Atlantio Blockading Squadyron,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S,
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, transmitting infor-
mation from U. 8. consul at London, regarding the purchase of a steamer
by Uonrederate agents,

NAvY DEPARTMENT, July 9, 1861,

SirR: I herewith enclose copy of a letter from the Secretary of State,
dated the Hth instant, transmitting copy of dispatch No. 10, received
from the U. 8. consul at London, concerning the pnrchase in England
?t' a large steamer by parties in the interest of the State of South Caro-
ina.

1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(GIDEON WELLES,

Flag-Ofticer S. H. STRINGIIAM,

Comdy, Atlantio Blockading Squadron, Hampton Rouds, Virginia.

LEnclosure. ]

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, July 5, 1861,

Sie: I have the honor to present herewith for your information a
copy of a dispatch No. 10, received from the U. S. consul at London,
respecting the purchase of a large steamer in England for parties in
the interest of the State of South Carolina.

[ have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
Whi, . SEWARD,

Hon, G1DEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy,

[Subenelusure.]

OONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
London, June 22, 1861,

Sme: T have just learned from a source I regard as reliable, o mer-
cantile gentlemun of this city, that a new screw steamer, of 1,000 tons
net burden, built by Mr, Peirce, of Stockton, on the river Tees, for
Messrs. Walker and Qunard, has been recently sold to Fraser, I'ren-
holm & Qo, of Liverpool and Charleston, 8. G,

She is now, as my authority states, t.uf(iug in cargo for the Southern
States, and is nearly ready for sea.

The Tees is near the Scottish border, about 200 miles froin London;
but I shall try to ascertain her name, the flug undor which she will
gail, for what port she clears, who commands her, her complement of
men, o description of her, and all other accessible facts concerning her.
I have thi+ moment had u confirmation of the above statement from a
gentleman just arrived from Birmingham}EngIand , who says he had
a hint that such a vessel was soon to leave for some Southern port, and
that arms were to be sent from Birmingham for the South by her.
She is raported as bound for Charleston direct, but this is hardly prob-
able; she may |rail] directly for Mexico or some port inono of tho West
India Islands, or she may try to get into the Satilln River, or 8t. Mary’s,
Ga., Fernandina, 8t, John’s River, or some port on the Atlantiec side of
Florida, A railroad rans to Fernandina, Fla.,, and there is water
enough at most all of the places above named for a vessel of 1,000 tons
to enter with safety,

The old guns I reported as going by the (Jelden Fleece to Quebee, and
thence south, were withdrawn from her before she sailed and have not
yet been shipped,
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As the Government’s dispatches went yesterday, and this ship is said
to be so nearly ready for sea, I thought it my duty to report her case
as far as [ have learned it, without delaying for the next steamer.

She may be the steamer alluded to in former dispatches.

1 have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
I'. H. MoRsE,
Consul,
[Hou. W. H, SEWARD,
Secretary of' Stale.|

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flay-Officer Stringham, U, 8.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, ucceding to his
requests,

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, July 9, 1861.

SIR: Arrangements will be imnmediately made to furnish the Susque-
hanna with a new shaft, but, as she will not be required north for two
weeks, you will use her to the best of your judgment in enforcing the
blockade in the Ohesapeake,

Lieutenant Crosby was detailed at the request of (ieneral Butler.
The Department will make tho proposced change it requested, or con-
sented to by the major-general in command there,

U. 8, District Attorney Delafield [Smith| will be written to by the
Department.

Very respecttully,
GIDEON WELLEN,

Flag-Officer S, H. STRINGHAM,

Commanding Atlantio Blockading Squadron,

Report of' Lieutenant Parrott, U, S. Navy, commanding U. S. brig Perry,
giving names of forcign vessels boarded and warned by that ship.

U. 8, Bri¢ PERRY,
At Sea, July 9, 1861,

Ste: I have tho honor to report that on the G6th of June, 1861, we
boarded and warned off the coast the Lnglish bark Sea Queen, from
Ascension, bound to Charleston, 8, O,

On the 9th of June wo boarded the John Barrow, of London, from
Doboy to Sunderland, with lumber. On the 11th of June we wore off
Feruandina and set the blockade. On thoe 16th of June wo hoarded
and warned oft the coast the Bpanish brig Juana Teresa, from Havana,
in ballast, and bound for 8t, Mary’s for lumber. On the 18th of June
boarded and warned off the coast the English brig Pelka, from Ber-
muda, bound to Doboy for lumber. On the 23d of June boarded the
Russian bark Salmi, from IFernandina, bound to London with a cargo
of steam pitch pine, We had observed her at anchor inside the bar
for several days. Bhe reported that shoe left no foreign vessels at IFer.
uandina or 8t, Mary's,

1 am, very respectfilly, your obediont sorvant,
1. Q. PAarrorr,
Lieutenant, Commanding,
Seunior Flag-Oflicer 8, Il. STRINGHA 14,
U. 8. N, Miunosotu,
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Keport of [neutenant Parrott, /. N, Navy, commanding U, N, briy Porry,
regarding the condition of the battery of thut vewnol and of the yemored
Jitting out of two vessols at Suvannah,

U. N, Briug PERRY,
Al Noay July 1y 18111,

SIr: It isn my duty to report that on the oceaxion of the firing al the
Suvannah, two of the gunu of thin vessel, out of the thres uwed, bl
the loops of their pivot bolts broken, These loops hisve been replieed
by others from the ports without guns, but. they all have the s
dofect—a deep guttor for olling—and it waw ut thin pliva: they were
broken, I donot think thoy would stand continned fiving. 1t appstrn
to ba very important that they should be replaced by stronger ones,
and it would be a short job,

Tho guns of this vessel have only a range of abont | mile, and the
lee guns can generally only be given elevation sufMclent to make their
shot reach from two-thirds to three-quarters of w mile, Any vesmel she
might encounter would, I suppose, certainly have guns of mpeh greator
range. Even the Savannah, with her ritled shot, conuld have fired at s
for a long time without our f:a.vlng been able to make any return,  One
or two rifled guns would improve very mueh her lmtuzrf'.

The condition of her hattery us deseribed above, and the fact of her
being a small sailing vessel, makes her, I think, very inefMeient tor the
blockade, without the assistance of a steamer, of a4 port like Fornan.
dina, which is within six hours of Savannah, with which it has an
inland communication of 12 feet water. Savaunnal can also commanid
the military resources of Oharleston ; she has a large number of stea: »
and could send a force of them sufficient for the purypme against thix
vessel and attack her, either in a calm, which occurs daily and gener.
ally lasts a great part of the day, taking positions where sbe conld not
bring her guns to bear on them, or by keeping out of the short ranye
of her shot, in any weather.

The captain of the Russian bark Salmi, bound ont from Fernandina,
informed me that he had heard at that place: that two steamers, with
100 men each, were being fitted out at SBavannah for the purpese of
attacking the Perry. This report, whether true or wot, shows the
enemy were aware of their opportunity of attacking our flag, with the
chances very much in their favor.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. G. Parrorr,
: Lieutenant, Commanding.
Senior Flag-Officer S. H. STRIRGHAM,
Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Nary. commandisg Atieatis
Hookading Squadron, regarding morements o eertain wesmis a7 ki
command,
U. 5. 8 NIxxmsaora,
Hamplon Roads. Jely i, 25%.0.

Sir: T have the honor to inform the Depariment that the Nowsr has
Just provoeded to sea.  The Daglight also sailed to dagy.

1 hopo to got the Ubatross to sea this aternoon. Y estenday.
CITOLEANCRY, Rhe oame in contact with a vessel af anehor in the Bartsor
ahd orreid away her mizzenmast, which 1 bope jo have rephaoad in time
for hor to sail this afternoon,
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1 hivwe the honor to seknowledge rossipt of your lotter of July 8
contidning, encloned e the honorable Hearatary of Ninte, sn axtrw
from sommunioation of viea.consul at Liverpool) also your letter of
ke dite coneerndng stonmear Yankee,  Alko i lottar from the Depurt:
ment tof mtmuu dJohn Mueston, sontaining the very extraordinary letior
of Puymantor Ceamer Buet (o Hlram Barnoy, eollestor nt. New York,
o] forward (hone lattors to Uu;zﬂuln Willliwm L Hindson, wt Boston,
to wwidt the nevlvad of the Cumbarlond wl thak polnt,

Respoattilly, youwr obadlont servant,
N, NN AN,
Py Ofhoery Atlantlo Bookading Nyuadron,
Hou, CnioN Y LN,
Neorelary of' Nany,

Report of Guptain: Movoory 11, N, Ny, commanding 1, N, N Wabash:
e In'/ tho woroloon of the shavtered sleamor nlow off' (harlex,
“,” lqu ('n

' U, B Mram Iiaare Wanass,
O Ohurlontony July 10, 1411,

Nus e Uadon In st hors, and haw boon very servieasbls (o me,
Indoad, 1 do not know how 1 should get wlong without hier or some other
vounol of hov sposd wnd elivm,  One vessel at, Jeant, s Bpanisrd, wonkl
have gotton Into Lhis pliveo In spito of Leo and myself, it the Unton hasd
not boon with us,  In your communleation {0 me l?r Lhes Unlomy you sy
nothing to me about. her return to Humpton Rowdn befors the ox pirg
tlon of hor sharter, whoress Goldsborough tells me you informed him
that sho would not be rechartered,  Notwithstanding this, however, |
shall «dotain hor hero an long an I ean supply her with cosl without get-
ting too low myself, or untll some other small stesmer shall come here
to rellove her,  Under the guns of this ship she does not consnme more
than v ton o day, and does not use more than Nartorl did in the Flay
whon steaming,  On the arrival of the Unfon here she had on hoard
nbont 00 tons, I hawve supplied her with 15 tous of coal since, and sl
now has about 60 tons on board,

1 have Master's Mute Qushing on board here’ who is ordered Lo the
Minnesota, whom I wonld send to you by the Perry, but I know, thess
smull, vessels hinve no room to spare, and J shall hold on to him for 4
botter opportunity, ‘This ship can remain here two weeks longer, when
her coal will bo getting rather low,

I hopo the Governmeut will send us a couple of small steamers (o
this point.

I have the houor to be, sir, respectfully, yours,
SAWL. MERCER, Caplain,

Flag-Ofiicer S1LAy H, STRINGHAM,

Uommanding U. 8. Blockading Squadron, Atlantic {uast,

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, [". K,
Nuvy, commanding Atlantio Blockading Squadron, tramsmitling infor-
mation from St. John, New Brunswick, regarding the ship Alliance sus-
peoted of carrying arms for the Confederate Gorernment.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 10, 1561.

SIRr: Herewith enclosed is a copy of a letter from J. C. Peterson,
esq., dated St, John, New Brunswick, July 3, in relation to a vessel in



782 ATLANTIO BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

that port called the Alliance, which is suspected of being a pirate, or
having arms on board for the rebel States.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servaut,
GIDEON WELLES.
Flag-Officer 8. H. STRINGHAM,
Comdy. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

[ Foclosure.]

S1. JOAN, NEW BRUNSWICK, July 3, 1861

My DEAR SIR: There is in this port a vessel of sgome 700 tons, the Alli-
ance, which is, I have every reason to suspeet, @ Southern plmto

The stern has the arms of South Carolina blacked over; ; her hull is

rather old, but her gpars, running and standing rigging, new and taut.
Iler master is a red-hot secessionist and on Sunday week 1ast hoisted
the Palinetto flag, which created nolittle excitement among the Ameri-
can ships, thoy all hauling down their national flags.

She cleared from Liverpool for Oharleston, loaded (8o said) with rail-
road iron. She was overhauled whilo cnde.wormg to run the blockado
and ordered off,

She then went into New York, where suspicion was excited as to the
confents of her hold, and sho at once left for this port and arrived hero
some two weeks since,

Sho has a British register and is reported to be owned in Liverpool,
Neaw York, and Oharleston,

Her agents here are very much opposed to the North,

I have endeavored to board her, but was not permitted to do so; no
ono hays permission to see her hold, and there are other circumstances
[which] warrant me in my conclusions.

I "hought it proper to write to youw on the subject, as being the only
person in Washington with whow [ bave any acquaintance. If you
think it worth the while, you may hand this note to the proper oflicers,
Any further information as to her movements which I can transmit,
either by lotter or telegraph, I will be happy to give, it desired, as 1
love my country, and would like to know that this vessel, which I
beliove is loaded w:th cannon and munitions of war, was captured,

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. O, PETERSON,

Hon, H. ITAMLIN,

Washington,

Letter from the Necoretary of the Navy to Flay-Officer S’tnnqham. U. S,
Nam/, commanding . Atlantio Blockading bquadrun hunmmllnu/ infor-
rwation from the U, 8. consul at vae;_pool regarding shipment of arms
JSrom that port.

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, July 10, 1861,

Sir: Transmitted herewith for your information are extracts from a
dispatch received by the Secretary of State from the U. 8. vice-consul
at Liverpool relative to the shipment of arms from lingland, which it
in suspected are intended for the insurrectiorary States.

I aun, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Flag-Oficer 8. H, STRINGILAM,

Oomdy. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.
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[Enclusure.— Extract.]
U. S. OONSULATE,
Liverpool, June 21, 1861,

Sir: * * -* Shipments of arms by the screw steamers for New
York continue, but I do not hear of any to other ports of the United
States or ports adjacent, except Vera Cruz, in Mexico; Ceara, in Brazil,
and Halifax, Nova Scotia.

The English ship John Parkinson sailed a few days since for Vera
COruz with several packages containing arms, but entered as hardware;
and another vessel, loading for the same place, is taking several simi-
lar packages. The English bark Ariel, which clecared 17th June for
Ceara, had on board the following contraband articles: Ten cases, 12
quarter boxes, and 300 quarter barrels gunpowder; 26 hundredweight
shot lead; 76 cases lead shot; 3 easks, 12 barrels saltpetor; 3 casks, 1
barrel sulphur, besides 167 packages eutered as hardware and 63 hun-
dredweight castings, She has a black hull and white ports,

The Thomas Killam, for ITalifax yesterday, had 13 cases of firearms,

» » * » » » »

There are here several vessels belonging to New Orleans, I have
been told that the captains are instructed by their owners to return to
New Orleans, Oune, the DPicayune, was oentered yesterday to load for
there, 1 shall refuse to certify her clearance, but, as the law stands, [
do not think I can rofuse to return her register. As thero will likely
be time for you to reply before she clears, I shall bo glad if' you will
have me advised on the subject,

» * L] . » L »

With high respeet, 1 am, your obedient servant,
H. WiLDING,
[Hon. W, 11, SEWARD, Sceretury of State,

Ordeir from the Secretary of the Navy to Flay-Ofticer Stringham, U, S.
Navy, commanding Atlantiz Blookading Squadron, regarding the U. . 8.
Seminole.

NAvVY DEPARTMRENT, July 10, 1861,

Sik: Tho steam sloop Seminole, Gommander Edward R. Thomson,
now at Philadelphia, is 1o Le attached to the Atlantic Blockmling
Squadron., 8he will be ready for sea on Monday next,

Such jnstructions as you propose giving her you will please send to
the Department, which will forward them to Oommander Thomson.
This will obviate the necessity of the vessel touching at Hampton.
Roads for orders, unless you desiro her services thore.

[ am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLESN,

I'lag-Ofiicer S, H, STRINGHAM,

Uomdy. Atlantio Blockading Squadron, Hampton Koads,

Letter from the Secrctary of the Navy to Flag-Offteer Stringham, U, S,
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, expressing approval
of his purpose to hold no further communication with the cnemy.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 11, 1861,
Sir: I ave recoived your No. 57* of the 8th instant, relating prin-

cipally to the firing on the Hag of truce sent up to Norfolk for Miss
Sogar,

e ——— e — o Y ————

r Seo p. 774,
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The Department approves of your purpose to hold no further ec..
munication with the enemy unless a satisfactory explanation of the cir-
cumstance is afforded.

The Department approves of your ordering Lieutenant Spotts to the
Sabine [Santee]lin place of Lieutenant Harrell. 1t would enquire, how-
ever, whether Licutenant Mitchell also went out in that vessel. If so,
she hiad more than the complement assigned to her. The Department
declined to increase, on an application made by Oaptain Eagle,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Flag-Ofticer 8. H. STRINGIAM,

Comdy. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia,

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U, S, Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, reyarding caplure of the brig Amy Warwick.

U. 8. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Rouds, July 11, 1861,

Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July
8, containing extracts from dispatceh of the American consul at London;
also of July 10, containing extracts from dispateh of the Awmerican con-
sul at Liverpool,

I have the honor also to inform the Departmment of the capture at this
point yesterday of tho brig Amy Warwick, from Rio de Janeiro, loaded
with coffee, and owned in Richmond, Va.

I have, according to instructions from the Department, ordered her
to Boston. She will sail to-day in charge of Acting Master J. B,
Gordon,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S, . STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
flon. GintioN WELLLS,

Leport of Caplain Purviance, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. ship St
Lawrence, of the arrival of that vessel in Hampton Koads.

U. 8. Suip S1. LAWRENOE, July [11], 1861,
Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of the U. 8. ship St
Lawrence, under my command, three days from Philadelphia.
Very respecttully, your obedient rervant,
U. Y. PURVIANCE,
Uaptain.
TFlag-Ofticer 8. [I1.] STRINGHAM,
Commanding U. 8. Blockading Squadron,

Report of Commander Livingston, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8, S. Pen-
guin, of the cruise of that vessel from July 8 to 11, 1861.

U. 8. 8. PENGUIN,
Iampton Rouds, July 11, 1861.
Sir: In pursnance of your verbal orders of the 8th instant, I got
underway at 11 o’clock, a. m, of same date, communicated with Com-
mander Ohandler in the mouth of York River, delivered his letter and
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your instructions, The Dawn’s position was so close as to effectually
closethe mouth of theriver and tho approach by Mobjuck Bay, proceeded
on to the Rappahannock and arrived there at 10 p.,,delivered the pilot,
letter, and your message to the commander of the Mount Vernon. He
had nothing to communicate of any importance; had seen no vessels
nor learned any news, I anchored for the night, and in the morning
at 3 a. m. got underway; could then distinctly hear the drums of the
enemy on shore; from our pilot’s representations the Patuxent is o ren-
dezvous for law breakers. I was induced to visit it. I ran into the
mouth of the river at 4 p. m. of the 9th instant (having boarded and
spoken all vessels on my way). At 5 p.m. a steamer hove in sight and
boarded some vessels outside. Hermovement being unusual, I ran for
lier, bronght her to, and sent a boat with Lieutenant Budd to make
cnguiries. 1 found her to be the steamer Ohester, of and from Balti-
more, with a detachment of 40 Massachusetts and 40 Peunsylvania
armed troops, with a brass artillery piccoe on board, all under charge of
a provost.-marshal, of Baltimore, whio had been dispatched here by Gen-
eral Banks to search for the schooner Georgiana that was reported to
have left Baltimore with 40 armed secessionists or pirates, who were to
go to the Patuxent, and therc await the arrival of the Mary Washington,
which was to bring them two heavy guns. And further, that General
Banks had prohibited the sailing of all vessels from Baltimore on that
day, until meridian, the Mary Washington included.

The Georgiana was described as a large, high-decked schooner, green
bottom, red stripe; there is also a small vessel of that name in the
Chesapeake,

Discovering a schooner in the offing, I chased her 20 miles and found
her to be a Staten Island vessel, bound to New York. On my return
to the river the Ohester had gone to Baltimore,

I was engaged until aftor dark overhauling vessels in the Chesapenke,
[ then anchored in the mouth of the ’atuxent. Before anchoring I
brought to the steamer Qeorge Weems, from Baltimore, bound up the
Patuxent with passengers. I hoarded him and questioned him closely,
as he is owned by the sanme owner as the Mary Washington. His roport
agreed with that of tho Ohester, adding that General Banks had allowed
him to leave at 10 a, m, in accommodation to his passengers,

At carly dawn I weighed and stood a short distance np the river,
examining vessels, and sent a boat ashore for news. Obtained nothing
satisfactory, except that a pirate was thought to be about somewhere.

At 6 a. m. discovered two steamers standing in; weighed and stood
for them; they proved to be the U, 8. steamers Freeborn, Lieutenant
Commanding Lowry, and the Resolute. The former came on board and
gave me the following intelligence: 1le had been dispatched by Com-
mander Rowan, of' the Pawnes, to look after a suspected piratical party
in a small vessel which intended to capture the George Weems. This
suspicion was founded on the following: Lientenant Commanding
Lowry had. visited PPoint Lookout, and was informed by the woman
who keeps the light at that place that on Sunday last a £ -!1 vessel,
called a pungy, landed there the crew of the vessel lately eaptured by
the St. Nicholas, and that one of the party she recognized as Thomas
by a scar on his face, This so-called Oaptain Thomas has since been
taken in Baltimore and is now a prisoner indfort Mcllenry. She also
stated that from the conversation she overheard she inferred that they
had some plan to intercept and capture the nteamer George Weems.
Upon this information Captain Rowan had dispatched the Freeborn and

N W R—VOL 5. )
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Resolute. 1 informed Lieutenant Commanding Lowry that the said
steamer was then up the Patuxent, and would probably be down that
day, upon which he concluded to remain in the river to watch her.

On the 10th I ran over to visit Tangier, as the only place not yet
visited, to gearch for the schooner, but met with no success. I exam.
ined everything 1 met. )

It is said that the schooner Georgiana, first mentioned, belongs in
York River, and the steamer in Baltimore, where, if watched, ought to
|be] held in control.

I enclose herewith a sketch* of an infernal machine picked up by the
Freeborn near the Pawnee,

On the 11th, at 11 a, m,, fell in with American bark Youny Greek, of
Boston, bound to Baltimore from Ohile, cargo of copper ore; was
aground on the Wolf Trap; asked asusistance; took a hawser from him;
made an effort to drag him off in vain; at turn of tide left him, taking
oft the captain,

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
J. W, LIVINGSTON,
Oommanding U, 8. S. Penguin,

Tlag-Officer S1L.A8 H. STRINGITIAM,

Comdy. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Letter from the Secvetary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, requesting an expres.
sion of opinion regarding the blocking of harbor channels with stone.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, July 11, 1861,

SI1R: It is proposed by this Department to sink vessels in all, or nearly
all, the channels opening into the harbors within the jurisdiction of your
command, commenein 3 at the first inlet south of the Chesapeake, unless
that one shall be left open for light-draft vessels to get into Albemarle
Sound and cut oft that very important line of communication. A board
of distinguished persons are now investigating this subject, and their
report will be forwarded to you. 8hould the work go forward, the
Department will buy vessels loaded with stone, to be delivered to you
at Hampton Roads, witlsuch ateamers to assist ns8 may he necessary.
Your views with regard to this subject, particularly the latter part, are
invited before the contracis are completed.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GIbEON WELLES,

Flag-Officer S, I, STRINGHAM,

OUomdg. Atlantio Blookading Squadron, Humpton Koads,Virginia,

Report ~¢ Flag- Officer Stringham, U. 8. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, regarding the U. 8. 8. Seminole.

. U. 8. FLAGBHIP MINNESOTA,
Hamplon Roads, July 13, 1861,
Rir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 10th fustant, in relation to the Seminole.

—— e ———— ¢ — ——— ey

*Beo Vol. 4, p. 68,
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As Fernandina is an important point, 1 contemplate sending the Sem-
inole there; but 1 would suggest that Commander Thomson be directed
to report to me at this place, as 1 have dispatches and letters for the
vessels off the several ports on the coast, which I would like to send
by him,

y Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. . STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Commanding Altantic Blockading Squadron.
Houn. GIDEON WELLES,'
Secretary of the Nary, Washington, D, O.

Letter from the Seoretary of the Navy o Flag-Officer Stringham, U, 8,
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, transmitling tele-
grams reyarding depredations o' Qonfederate privateer Jefferson Davis,

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 12, 1861,

Sir: The two following telegrams have just been received at this
Department, and such is the importance attached to them that an ofii-
cer will be dispatched this evening to carry them to you. Aection in
regard to the matter will be left to your discretion. The Department
will dispatch vessels from New York in search of her raported position,

Very respecttully, ote.,
_ G1DEON WELLES,

Flag-Ofticer S, H, STRINGHAM,

Oommanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[ Enelosuro 1.)

Nuwpour, July 12, 1861,
Arrived a brig from Bangor with part of crew of brig John Welsh,
from Trinidad, sugar, for Falmouth [lingland]. Was taken by priva-
teer Jefferson Davis off Hatterus on Saturday last. Oaptain Iitleld, of
brigJohn Welsh, was puton board ship John Goodwin, of and from New
York for Montevideo, which vessel had been ransacked and was allowed
to proceed on account of her heavy draft of water. Same privateer
took the schooner J. 0. Warner [ 8. J. Waring?), of New York, and a

brig. The privateer was 100 miles southeust of Nantucket Shoals.
T. & J. OOGGESITALL,
Agents Board Underwriters.

[ Enclosure 2.]
NewrorT, July 12,
Postell, formerly of U, 8, Navy, is in command of the Jefferson Davis,
and his orders to the prize master wore to tako the three vessels into
some port of Florida, or near Savannah.
T. & J. QOGGERHALL,
Agents Board Underwriters,

Report of Commander Glisson, U. S. Navy, commanding U, S. 8. Mount
Yernon, of wffairs in the Rappahannook River,

U. 8. 8. MOUNT VRRNON,
Rappahannock, July 18, 1861,
B8ir: T have to report all gulet at this place; no vessels have
attempted to pass In or out since our arrival oft t-im eutranco ot the
river,
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Yesterday T ran up the river 20 miles, opposite the town of Urbana,
to see if there were any vessels lurking around any of the bends in the
river, and also to see if they were erecting any batteries on the banks
of the river. To all appearances- everything seems to be doserted;
nothing was to be seen on the river, save now and then a fishing canoe,
with one colored man in |it], who immediately on our approach retreated
into shoal water. There are no batteries or men on either bank of the
river as far up as Urbana.

The wbeat crop is cut and stacked in thesfields, and, judging from
the number of stacks, I should pronounce the crop to have beeu very
large. The corn crop looks well, and we saw a large number of cattle
grazing on the hanks of the river. Everything looked »o peacetul that
it was diflicult to imagine that we are at war with the people of Vir-
ginia. The health of the officers and crew is good.

d am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. 8. G118580N,
Commander, U, S, Navy.
Flag-Officer SiLAs8 I, STRINGHAM,
Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, cte.

Report of Flag-Ofiicer Stringham, U. 8. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, acknowledying receipt of” Department’s communi-
cations.

U. 8. S, MINNESOTA,
Hamptor Roads, July 13, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department of the receipt of
your letter of' July 9, referring to transfer of accounts of Yankee to
Frecborn. One of same date that Susquchannah may remain two weeks
to assist in blockading, and relative to Lieutenant Crosby; also your
letter of July 10, with copy of letter fromn St. John, New Brunswick,
and of July 11, relative to Licutenant Spotts who was ordered to per-
form duty on board the Sanfee only, until otherwise ordored, as [ did
not know but that the Department hal other duties for him on arriv-
ing in the Gulf,

Lieutenant Mitchell was ordered to the Santee, and sailed in her,
Qarpenter Rainbow also sailed in her ns passenger.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S, H, STRINGIAM,
Flay-Officer, Atlantio Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Scerctary of' Navy.

Rtgor‘t of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8. Navy, commanding Atlantio
lockading Squadron, transmitting enclosures regarding chartered
steamer Monticello,

U, 8¢ 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 13, 1861,
S1r: I have the honor herewith to enclose reports of Commander
J. I'. Gillis, also of Lioutenant D. L, Braine, with reference to the
stenmer Monticello, now under charter, but shortly to expire.
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I respectfully suggest that this vessel be exchanged for a more effi-
cient one, and that the officers and crew be transferred to the latter,
instead of waiting the long time necessary to repair the Monticello, she
ovidently requiring very extensive repairing in hull and machinery.

It is absolutely necessary to have a vessel all the time in the mouth
of the James River.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
8. Il. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantio Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GInEON WELLEN,
Secretary of the Navry, Washington, D, (.

[ Enclosare.]

1. 8. 8. MONTIOELLO,
Above Newport News, July 11, 1861,

Sir: We moved up with this vessel yesterday afternoon to take a
look at Day’s Point, in the hope of being able to shell the rebel
encampment, there. Approaching the shore as near as our draft of
water would permit, we found our shell fell short, aud returned to our
uanchorage.

I submit for your consideration and action the accompanying report
of Lieutenant Braine in relation to the condition of this vessel and her
battery., He has been attached to her during the time of her charter
by the Government. The information relative to her engine is fur-
nished by the engineer,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JoHN P, GILLISs,
Uommander, U, S. Navy,
Flag-Ofiicer 8, I1, STRINGTIAM,
Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

[ Subenclosurn.)

U. 8. 8, MONTICELLO,
Above Newport News, July 10, 1861,

Sir: Asthecharterof this vessel, I understand, expires in a few days,
I [feel it] my duty to call your attention to the fact that this vessel is
not coppered, and I learn thatshe has not been docked for over twenty-
one months. She has now been nearly three months in the waters of
Hampton Roads, and 1 think will [suffer] serious injury should she not
be coppered or receive a coat of metallic paint immediately. Owing to
the active part this vessel has taken in craising, the almost con-
stant use of her guns has injured, the pivot carriage to that extent that
should it be required for rapid firing I think it would soon be useless,
The 10-inch gun is of the old pattern, defective in range, and the
32-pounders of 43 hundredweight mounted aft are upon old carriages
that should be replaced by mnew, or thoroughly repaired. The deck
which was laid aft is in a very leaky condition, and already a quantity
of provisions have been condemned owing to that fact.

As to the seagoing qualities of this vessel with her present battery,
she is not safe, being in an ordinary sen very wet, and her battery
could not be served with accuracy, owning to her rolling badly. In
smooth water rhe will answer as a cruiser,

I would suggest that the pivot gun be replaced by a rifled cannon
40-pounder or less, which will materialli increase her efticiency and
reduce the weight forward; that her deck aft be immediately calked,
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that she be coppered or receive a coat of metallic paint. . She has been
several times ashore and in backing so much has heated journals,
Working sand through her injections, has cut the lining of the air
pump. The boiler leaks and the soft patches want renewing. She
requires new meotal in erank-pin brasses, n set of new valves, and a
bucket to the air pump. The vessel lenks 00 inches in twonty-four
hours and on that account needs docking, Thae slesves of her blow
pipe leak badly.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. L. BRAINE,
Lieutenant, U, S, Navy.
Commander JNO. P, GILLIS
Commandingy U, 8. N Monticello,

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, (/. N, Navy, commanding Atlantlo
Blockading Squadron, of assistance rendeved to the American bark
Young Qreek, ashore on Woly T'rap Shoal,

U, 8. B. MINNEROTA,
Hampton Roadas, July 13, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Dopartment that on Thursday,
July 11, news reachied me that a vessel was nshore on the Wolf ‘I'tap,
& very dangerous place fn Chiesapeake Bay south of the Rappahannock
River, and close to the Virgiuia shore.

I immediately ordered Acting Mastor Joslah Snow, our coast pilot,
to take one of our boats and 14 men and proceed to the Massachusetts
steamer Oambridge, Oaptain 8. H., Mathews, and ask him it he was
willing to go up the bay, as I had no vessel at my command to dispatch
to sea if anything could be done. Heo promptly consented to go.

This morning they have returned and report that they found the
American bark Young Greek, from near Caldera, Ohile, South Ameries,
loaded with copper ore, a very valnable eargo. She was proceeding to
her port of destination (Baltimore), in charge of a pilot, when, owing
to the absence of lights, and especially the light-boat heretofore sta-
tioned on the Wolt Trap and removed by the traitors, this vessel ran
agroundl. '

After incessant labor night and day in removing cargo (and princi-
pally by the power of the Uambridge in towing) from 'hursday after-
noon until Saturday morning about 2 a. m., the Young Greek was suc-
cessfully extricated from her dangerous position, and this moruning at
early dawn she sailed for Baltimore,

On the 11th instant, at 11 a. m., the U. 8, 8. Penguin, J. W. Livingston
returning from o cruise up the bay, saw the bark above mentioned ami
endeavored to get her off.  After trying and not succeeding, he brought
the captain down to this place, and returned again with the captain on
the 12th and again came down this morning. [ have ordered the Pen-
guin to cruise off the capes of the Ohesapeake to supply the temporary
absence for a day or so at this point of the Quaker Qity, which has
slight repuirs to make in her machinery, The frigute Suvannak is in
sight, coming in,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Ogicer, Atlantio Blockading Squadrom.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary Navy.,
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Report of Qaptain Purvience, U, S, Navy, commanding U, N, ship St
Lawrance, regarding the need of aflviont offivers for that vessel,

U. 8. Smr 81, LAWRENUK,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, July 13, 1861,

Hir: Yourn of the 10th instant, in answer to mine of 8th instant, is
duly to hand.,

In reporting the inofMoienay of the ship St Lawrence at thin stage of
the erulse, T did not intond my lotter to convey n complaint against the
Dopartmont, for 1 am perfectly anware that the defleionoy in Heutenants
in; an you say, owing to tho exigenales of' the sorvice. 1 wmin alwo nware
of the trouble oxperienced as to woting masters, who ‘‘are selocted
with gront cnre from the merchant service,” but [ most respectfully beg
to difter; the Department has boen most shamefully imposed upon by
applicanta from the morchant service.

The Department romarks, ¢whother the ship will prove officiont or
not will depond very much on her commanding officor,”

The Department is very right, but experience hus long slnce Yrovun
to me that without efMclent undei-officers it is simply impossible to
render the ship efiicient, The Department may have a very eficiont
head, but without sompetent assistants, I ask, what would it bet

Vory respecttully, your obediont servant
IL Y, i’tmvmmu‘:, Uuptain,
Hon, GIDRON WRLLES,
Neeretary Navy, Washington, D, O.

Report of . Flag-Offioer Stringham, 7, 8. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blookading Syuadron, regarding certain vessels of his command.

U. 8, 8. MINNEBOTA,
Hampton Roarls, July 14, 1861,

Sme: 1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the letter from the
Department dated July 12 and marked confidentinl, delivered to me Ly
spocinl mossenger, :

The frigate St. Lawerence, Oaptain Purviance, will sail to-day and
our communication will be sent in her; she will commuuicate with
‘lng-Ofticer Pendergrast, now oft llatteras, and also with Oaptain
Mereor, off Oharleston, to whom a copy has been sent with instructions
to communicate to the vessels composing the blockading squadron,
The Albatross and Daylight ave oft Hatteras, as I have alrealy
informed the Department. As soon as the Savannah reports (I expect
her every hour), I shall send her oft the coast of North Carolina,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. I, STRINGHAM,
Flay-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8. Navy, commanding Weat India
Squadron, regarding the eruise of the flagship Roanoke from Hampton
Roads to COharleston, 8. 0., and exchange of shots with Confederate
battery at Hatteras Inlet, N. C., July 10, 1861,

U. 8. FLAGRHIP ROANOKE,
Off Oharleston, 8. 0., July 14, 1861,
Si1R: 1 bave the honor to make the following report of the passage

of the Roanoke from Hampton Roads to this place, with such incidents
a8 I have deemed important:
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Monday, July 8,—At 8:30 p. m, fired a shell ahead of a bark and hove
her to; Lieutenant Scott boarded her; she proved to be the American
bark Young Greck, from Oliile, bound to Baltimore,

Tuesday, July 9.—At 8:45 a .n, made Bodie's light-house on starboard
1bow; discovered an encampment o fow miles north of Bodie’s Islund
ight.

In the afternoon, Wednesday, July 10, made Hatteras Inlet and ran
in toward it; discovered a battery and a number of wooden houses on
the beach, and several small vessels (among which were two light-
boats) at anchor inside. Upon nearing the beach, and when about 24
miles from the battery, it opened fire upon us, all of their shots falling
short. The colors were hoisted and we immediately returned the fire
with three rounds of shell from forward pivot gun, and two from after
pivot gun, and five rounds from rifle howitzers; apparently two shots
fromn rifled cannon took effect.

Friday, July 12.—At 9:45.came to anchor in the month of Cape IFear
River in 7 futhoms of water. FFound the rebel flag flying on Ifort Oas-
well and in the town of Smithville; also a red flag flying on Bald Head
light-house. Discovered a rebel battery to the southward of the fort
and a number of men drilling on the beach; could count fourtecn guns
(barbette) on Fort Caswell and several ficldpicces.

Saturday, July 13.—Got underwny in the morning. When abrenst
of Lockwood’s|IFolly] Inlet, and 10 miles from Smithville, fell in with a
schooner, She proved to be the schooner Mary, of Washington, N, 0.;
sand ballast, no cargo; destination unknown; she had evidently been
abandoned by her crew upon sighting tho Roanoke.

We secured such papers as could be found, took from her the foresail,
jib and flying jib, blocks, 2 compasses, spyglasy, lead line, cooking
utensils, and a few other articles; scuttled her and set fire to her.,

Sunday, July 14.—A+t 10:30 eame to anchor under sail oft’ Charleston
Bar, and found the Wabash, Vandalia, and Union here.

YVery respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
(i, J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Oflicer, Commanding West India Nquadron,
I'lag-Officer S1tA8 H, STRINGIHAM
Uomdy. U. S, Blockading Sqmu}ron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West India
Nquadron, regarding chartered steamer Union.

U. 8. I'LAGsUHIP ROANOKE,
Of Oharleston, 8. 0., July 14, 1861,

S1r: Commander Goldshorough,of the U.8,8, Union, having informed
me that ho was short of coal and that the charter party of his vessel
would shortly expire, 1 have deemed it advisable to order him to Hamp-
ton Roads, as she will be nearer the place you intend to assign her,

The Union is not very well adapted for this distant station on account
of her not earrying suflicient coal. .

On her way to Hampton Roads 1 have direeted Commander Golds-
borough to show his vessel at the different points between here and
there,

Very respecttully, sir, your obedient servant,
G. J, PENDERGRAST,
Flay-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron,

Flag-Officer BiLAS 1, STRINGHAM,
Oommanding U, 8. Blockading Squadron.
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Report of Flay-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8. Navy, communding West India
Squadron, urging the necessity of small stcamcrs on the coast of North
Carolina. :

U. 8. F'LAGsSHIP ROANOKE,
Off Oharleston, 8. C., July 15, 1861,
SIrR: I have the honor to inform you that it is very necessary that
two or three more small steamers should be stationed along the coust
of North Qarolina. It being necessary to send the {/nion to Hampton

Roads it leaves hut one small vessel here.

I have not as yet learned of the arrival of the Daylight and Alhatross
on the coast.

I may visit Savannah, Ga., before returning North.

I regret to inform you that thus far the engines of the ship have not
worked satisfactorily. and I feel some anxiety about it.

Very respectfully, your obedient sorvant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

TFlag-Officer S11.A8 H. STRINGHAM,
Oommanding U, S. Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Ofiicer Stringham, U. S, Navy,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding U. N. S. Sus-
quehanna.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 15, 1861,
Sir: You will please send the steam sloop Susquehanna to the Phila.
delphia navy yard, with as little delay as practicable. On her arrival
she will bo placed ut the service of Messrs, Merrick & Sons, for renew-
ing the broken shatt and doing whatever other incidental repairs may
be required by the machinery.
I am, respectfully, your obediont servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Mlag.-Officor S, I, STRINGITAM,
Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Lctter from the Secretary of the Navy (o Flag-Ofiicer Stringham, U. 8.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, transmitting report
of depredations committed by the Confederate privatcer Jefferson Davis.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 15, 1861,

S1r: I herewith enclose for your information a copy of a report
received by the Departmment from Lieutenant O. IR, I’. Rodgers, Nayal
Academy, Newport [R. L], in reference to a privateer, the Jefferson
Davis, which it appears has made several captures on our coast.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIproN WELLES,

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGITAM,

Comdy. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

[ Enelosurea.)
U. 8. NAVAL AOADEMY,
Neawport, July 12, 1861,
S1R: I have the honor to report for the information of the Nuvy
Department thut the Lrig Mary E. Thompson, ol Searsport, arrived at
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this place to-day and reports having been captured by a privateer in
latitude 39° 16’ N., and longitude 67° 40’ W, A boat and other articles
were taken from her, and she was then released. The M. K. Thompson
was from Bangor, bound to Antigua, but hastened to this port to land
four seamen transferred to her from the privateer. One of these sea-
men, Richard White, formerly a quartermaster on board the U, 8. S,
Minnesota, has just stated to me that while second mate of the brig
John Welsh, of Philadelphia, bound to Falmouth, England, from 'Trini-
dad, hir vessel was captured on the 6th instant by the privateer brig
Jefferson Davis (of Oharleston, S. C.), formerly the slave brig FEcho.
She was about ten days out of port, and up to that time had made no
captures. She was then about the latitude ot Hatteras, but outside the
Gulf Stream. The next day the schooner J, 0. Warner(;s. J. Waring?|,
Oaptain Smith, bound to Montevideo, was captured, and on the 8th the
kchooner Enchantress, of Newburyport, from Boston for Santiago, shared
the same fate. On the 9th the ship Mary Goodell, of New York, for
Buenos Ayres, was seized, water and provisions were taken from her,
and five of her crew voluntarily joined the privateer. She was then
released and proceeded on her voyage. Upon the same day the brig
Mary H. Thompson, of Searsport, Uaptain Havener, from Bangor for
Antigua, wasseized. I'our prisoners,among them my informant White,
were placed on board, and she also was released. 1 am furtherinformed
that the privateor was armed with four light carronades and one okl
long 32-pounder on a pivot amidships; that she carried about sixty-five
men, of whom very tew were sailors; that the captain appeared to be
a Dutchman, and that the chief officer was named Postell, and said that
he had formerly been in the Navy. My informant, White, listened
carefully to the conversation around him, and is of opinion that the
privateer’s oflicers intended to sail to the southward and, after craising
near the Bahamas, to go into port somewhere on the coast of Florida.
Prize crews were put on board tho brig John Welsh and the schooners
J. O, Warner [S. J, Waring?| and Enchantress, and they stood to the
southward., The port of Benufort was mentioned in this connection.

The Jefferson Davis was a full-vigged brig, with black mastheads and
yards and a black hull,  She was very rusty, and her pivot gun was
visible above the rail.

1 have the honor to be, very respecttully, your obediont servant,

Q. R . RODGERS,
Commandant of Midshipmen,
Hon, GIDEON WHLLES,
Nvorctary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

JuLy 13, 1361,

The Jeffersca Davin, privatoer, wan formorly the alaver Aede.  She lett Charteston
ahout Atoon doys shios aid praassd out in the night, beatides which there are now
threa privatoers, schooner rlgeed, Imlmkmlt nt Clinrleaton, alse the steamer 6inrves,
and thoy wern M) toudy or noarly ready fur wen,  We firther learn that within a few
days o wchooner lnden with riee hae pamsed the bar, bonnd to New Orleansy anntber
selioaher wan Jombing fur Hinvans with n cuvgoe of rico, Thisa husiness Whotkd be
stopped, mnd we world sigggoat that w st sioanier, undor the direction of an expe-
rlanded onptain, one waoll nogualinted with the shinnnels, ahould be diapatehet at
anees el Lo il neme Che live i possdbite svery nlght, by which weans these privateens
shid nolingners can ikl b capbinred on thelr retirn,

Phin Information n dirost trom n porson who waa in Charkeston
Tuenduy, th Bth lntant,
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Report of Oaptain Hull, U. &, Navy, commanding U. 8. ship Savannah,of
the arrival of that vessel in Hampton Roads,

U. 8. SHIr SAVANNAH,
Hampton Roads, July 15, 1861,

S1r: I have the honor to report the arrival of this ship at Hampton
Roads, four days from New Yor', in obedience to an order of the Navy
Departwent, a copy of which is herewith enclosed, together with a list
of the officers attached to her.

I have on board, as passengers, Captain Josiah Watson and 17
marines for the Niagara; Mr. Patterson, acting master, and 8 men
belonging to the Minnesota, and 4 men belonging to the Freeborn; also
a desertor from the Vandalia. I have alsoon board a small quantity of
stores for the vessels of the squadron.

I beg to state that this ship is short of her complemnent 28 ordinary
seamen, 1 gunner’s mate, and 1 armorer.

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B, HuLL, Captain.

Flag-Officer S1LAS [I. STRINGHAM,

Oommander in Ohict of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
Hampton Roads.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8, Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Commander (ioidsborouyh, U. 8. Navy, commanding
U. 8. 8. Union, to proceed with that vessel to Hamption Roads.

U. 8, FLAGsHIP ROANOKE,
Off Charleston, 8. C., July 15, 1861,

Sir: Youwill please proceed with the Unior thisafternoon to Hampton
Rouds. On your arrival there you will report yourself to Fiag-Ofticer
Stringham or senior naval oflicer present. On y.ar passage to Hamp-
ton Roads I wish you to look oft Georgetown, X, 0., Wilmington, N. C,,
Ocracoke Inlef, Hatteras Inlet, and Hatteras Cuve. )

Should you fall in with any of the blockading vessels, you will deliver
one of the eunclosed notices of a blockade to each of them and direct
them to rerve it when they may deem it advisable and necessary. You
will probably find the Daylight off Wilmington, and the Albatross at
Hatteras Shoal or Inlet.

(. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Synadron,
Commaunder J, R. GtopL.pssoroUG,
(Tunboat Union,

Order of Flag-Officer Pondergirast, U7, 8. Navy, commanding Weat fndia
H’qum!ron, to Commander Lee, U, N, Navy, commaitding U, N ship
Vandalia, to blockade Oape Romain Shoals,

U. 8. FLAGRIY ROANOKR,
OfF Charlexton, N, C,, July L3, 1861,
Am: You will ploare proceed with the Vandalia oft’ Ball's Bay, nider
Cape Romuin Shionls, aud atation your vossol there as a blockader, 1
onclose oxtraots of cortain lotters for your intormation,
G d PRNORRGRARY,
Flag. Ofheer, Commanding Weet India Sqnadron,
Oomumnnder 8, ', LIk,
Commanding U, 8, Ship Vandalia,
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CONFEDERATH REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE.

Proclamation by the President of the Confederate States of America,
regarding letters of marque, April 17, 1861,

Whereas Abrabam Lincoln, the President of the United States, has
by proclamation announced the intention of invading this Confederacy
with an armed force for the purpose of capturing its fortresses and
thereby subverting its independence and subjecting the frce people
thereof to the dominion of a foreign power; and

Whereas it has thus become the duty of this (:ovornment to repel
the threatened invasion and to defend the rights and liberties of the
people by all the means which the laws of nations and the usages of
civilized warfare place at ita disposal:

Now, bherefore, 1, Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate .
States of America, do issue this my proclamation inviting all those
who may desire, by service in private armed vessels on the high seas,
to aid this Government in resisting so wanton and wicked an aggres.
sion, to make application for commissions or letters of marque and
remmul to be issued under the seal of the Confederate States,

And I do further notify all persons applying for letters of marque to
makeo a statoment in writing giving the name and «a suitable description
of' the character, tonnage, and force of the vessel, and the name and
place of residence of each owner concerned therein and the intended
number of the crew, and to sign said statement and deliver the samo to
tho Secretary of State, or to the collector of any port of entry of theso
Confederate States, to be by him transmitted to the Secretary of State.

And I do further notify all applicants aforesaid that before any
commisgion or letter of marque is issued to any vessel the owner or
owners thereof and the commander for the time being will be required
to give bond to the Confederate States with at least two responsible
surcties not interested in such vessel in the penal sum of $5,000; or if
such vessel be provided with more than 160 men, thien in the ponal
sum of $10,000, with condition that the owners, oflicers, and crew who
shall be omp]oyed on board such comimissioned vessel shall observe the
laws of these Confedorate States and thoe instructions given to thom
for the regulation of their conduet; that they shall satisfy all damages
done contrary to the tenor theleot by such vessel during her cornmis-
wion, and delivor up the same when rovoked by the President of the
Confederate States.

And I do further specially enjoin on all persons holding offices, civil
and military, under the authority ot the Confederate ftates that they
be vigilant and zealous in discharging the duties incident theroto,

And I do morcover solemnly exhort the good people of these Confed-
erato Stales, as thoy love their country, as they prize the Llessings of
frco government, as they feel tho wrongs of the past and those now
threatened in aggravated form, by those whose enmity is tho more impla-
cablo because unprovoked, that they exert thomselves in preserving
order, in promoting concord, in nmint-’:‘tining the authority and efiicacy
of the laws, and in supporting and invigorating all the measures which
may be adopted for the common defense, and by which, under the
blessing of Divine Providence, we may hope for a spcedy, just, and
honorable peace,
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In testimony whereof I have herennto set my hand and caused the
seal ot tho Confederate Stutes to be affixed this 17th day of April,
A. D, 1861.

[SEAL.*| JEFFERSON DAvis,

By the President:
R. Tooxns,
Secrelary ol State.

Order from the governor of Virginia to Commander Tucker, Virginia
navy, to assume command in James River,

RioLMOND, VA., April 22, 1861.
Sir: You will conduct the naval defenses of James River, cooperatiug
with the general officer in command of the land forces in that district.
VYery respecttully, your obedient servant,
JOHN LETCHER.
JouN R. TUOKER,
Virginia Navy, Norfolk, Va.

Order of the governor of Virginia to Commander Tucker, Virginia navy,
commanding in James River, regarding vessels scized jor the defense of
the State.

EXEOUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Richmond, April 23, 1861.

SIr: You are ordered to inspect all vessels which have heen seized
by authority of the governor in James River or any of its tributarics;
to eause a4 valuation and assessment of damages to be made of” such
vessels and their cargoes as may be absolutely necessary to be detained
for the defense of the State; to take immediato measures for the pres-
ervation of such vessels and eargoes as may not be discharged, and to
discharge all such as are not essential to bo retained and to give cer-
tificates to tho ofticers and crew for their pay from the time of' detention
until discharged, such certificates to be senc {o the Executive Depart.
ment, upon which warrants will be issued to th: auditor for puyment,

By order of the governor:

GEORGE W, MUNI'ORD,

Uaptain Joun R. TUOKER,

Navy of Virginia,

Order of the Ohict of the Oflice of Naval Detail and Hquipment (o Com-
mander L'ucker, Virginia navy, commanding in James River,

OatFICE OF NAVATL DETAIL AND BQUIPMENT,
Richmond, Va,, May 3, 1561,
S1r: You will detain the steamor Jamestown,
By order of Major-Genoral Leo:
Respectfully, ote., S, BARRON,
Captain, in Charge,
Commander JNo. R. TUCKER,
Virginia Nary, Richmond, Va.

" IFor neal, see p. 893,
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Order of the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to Commander Page,
hrgmm navy, regarding guns and equq)ment _/or Craney Island, Vtr
ginta.

NAVY YARD, GosPorT [NORFOLK), May 14, 1561.

S1r: You will deliver as soon as possible to Lieutenant Fitzgerald,
for Oraney Island, seven 1X-inch Dahlgren guns, carriages and equip-
ments complete, and two 32-pounders, 87 ¢wt., carriages complete, ete,

Respectfully, ete.,
F. FORREST,
_ Commandant.

Capt. R. L. PAGE,

Inspector Ordnance, Navy Yard, Gosport,

Order of the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to Qommander Page,
Virginia navy, regarding guns and equipment for the 0. S. 8. York-
town.

NaAvy YARD, GosroRrT |[NORFOLK], May 15, 1861,

S1r: Please have the carriages for six 8-iuch guns of 63 cwt. made
first, and cause them, with the six guns and equipments completo, to
be fon warded to Richmond as early as practicable, for the Yorktown.

You will also have twvo IX.inch guus and carriages and two 32-
ponnders of 27 e¢wt. and carriages, with equipments complete, to be sont
after the order for the 8-inch carriage has been complied with,

The pivot carriages for the one XI-inch and ono X-inch guns may be
commenced, and you are desired to have them completed as early as
possible. I have an order for 8-inch shells fitted and fused for the six
guns to be mounted on the Yorktown (thirty cach). Oan you supply
them ¥

Respectiully,
F. ForrEsT,
UJommandant,
Commander R, L, PAGE,
Ingpector Ordnance, Navy Yard, (losport,

Order o}' the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to Commander Hunter,
Virginia navy, appointing him to command the defenses of that yard.

NAVY YARD, GosPORT [NorroLk], May 16, 1861,

Bir: Yon will take command of the dofenses now in progress of com-
pletion in this navy yard,

Detail tho roqumito number of men for the great guns, and carry
them through tho exercise atleast onco a day. You will have propared
forty rounds of grape and canister shot for onch gun, and cartridges
in like number, ready for immediante service, earcfully put in the maga-
zino propared for them at onch battery, at which place you will have a
good supply of musket and pistol cartridges for the small-arm men,

The musketeers should be oxercised at tho loopholes and other posi-
tions, and every care taken to provent confusion in case of attack.

Lieutenant Maury will report to you for duty.

RRespecttully, ote,,
I', I'ORREST,
Jommandant.
Gommander T'nos, 1", IIUNTER,
Virginia Navy.
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Order of the commandait navy yard, Norfolk, Va., 1o Commander Page,
Virginia navy, regardiny preparation of guns and equipment,

NAvy YARD, GosroRY |NORFOLK|, May 17, 1861.

Sir: Be pleased to prepare for battery under charge of Oaptains
Shiels and Todd four 32-pounders, 42 cwt., fifty solid shot for each gun,
with carriages, oye and ring bolts, and all their appurtenances complete.

Respectfully, etc.,
1. FORREST,
Commanda.t.
Commander R, L. PAGE,
Inspector Ordnance, Narvy Yard, Gosport.

Order of the commandant of navy yard, Norjolk,Va., to Commander Page,
Virginia navy, regarding preparation of guns and cquipment.

NAvVY YARD, GosroRT [NORFOLK], May 17, 1861,
Sir: You will be pleased to have prepared and furnished, on the
requisition of' General Giwynn, and landed at Newton wharf in Norfolk
the following articles, viz: IFour 27 ecwt. guns, 328; 4 carriuges for solid
guns; b rounds of grape (20); 10 rounds of shot each (40); b rounds of
canister, it on hand; 150 boarding pikes; rammers und 8ponges, side
and train tackles,
Respecetfully, etc.,
F. FORREST,
Commandant.
Commander R. L. PAGR,
Inspector Ordnance, Navy Yard, Gosport,

Instructions of commandant nary yard, Norfolk,to Oaptain Hunter, Vir-
ginia navy, regarding transportation for persons desiring to go North,

NAvy YARD, GosrorT [NORFOLK), May 20, 1861,

Sir: A request having been made by the commanding naval officer
near I'ortress Monroe under a flag of truce on Saturday last for the
safe conduet to that tleet of certain families supposed here and detnined
against their wishoes, you will proceed this day at noon in the steamer
Empire, under a tlag of truce, to the flagship of the flecot of the luto
United States off that point, and deliver to the commanding naval offi-
cor such womon and childron or other persons ay may have presented
themselves for a passago to return to thoir Northern friends.

On your arrival, you will say to the commanding oflicor that n notice
wag placed in the city papers, informing all who wished to go North to
report on Monday for a passage; and further inform him that tho com-
manding genoral and mysell will most cheorfully give every facility to
auy ono to rejoin their triends who may elect to leave the State.

Respectiully, ete,,
I'. Fornrust,

Captain wos. I HUNTER,
Virginia Navy.
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Order of the commandant of navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to Commander
MaoBlair, Virginia navy, to prepare foundation for XlI-inch gun to be
mounted at Craney Island.

NAvVY YAED, GosrorT [NORFOLK|, May 22, 1861,

SIR: We are making a turntable for the purpose of mounting an
XILinch gun on Oraney Island.

You will please select the spot where you wish to place it, and have
dug a foundation 12 feet ¢ inches by 12 feet 6 inches, and 28 feet deep,
the bottom smoothed off' by a spirit level, and report when ready,

Everything here will be ready in four days,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. T. HUNTER, Adjutant,
I'or I". FORREST.
Captain WILLIAM McBLAIR,
Craney Island Battery.

Order of commandant navy yard, Norfolk, to Lieutenant Jones, 0. S.
Navy, to assume command of Pig Poini battery,

NAVY YARD, GosrorT |NORFOLK), May 24, 1861.

Sir: You are hereby ordered to take command of the Pig Ioint bat-
tery, and report to me from time to time, as cccasion may serve, all
matiers connected with your command,

I', Forrest, Commandant,

Licutenant J. PEMBROKE JONES,

¢, 5. Nuvy.

Order of commaendant navy yard, Novfolk, Va., to Midshipman Mayo,
Virginia navy, to proceed to BarretCs Pointy, Nansemond River, Vir-
ginia,

Navy YARD, Gosrort [NOrRFOLK], May 28, 1861,
Sir: You will proceed without delay to Barrett’s Point, at the mouth
of Nansemond River, and cooperate with Gaptain Philip in all matters
connected with his duties thore, carefully drilling and exercising the
men at the great guns, cte.
) I'. Fopnresr, Commandant,
Midshipmuan MAvo.

Order of commandant navy yard, Norfolk, to Commander Peyram, Vir-
ginia navy, to asgume command of” Sewell's Point battery.

NAVY YaRrp, Gosrorr [Norvorx|, May 29, 1861,
Sir: You will report to Brigadior-General Huger for duty for com:
mand of tho battery of Sewell’s Point., You will cooperate witle the
senior wrmy oficer in placing that fort in poerfect ordor, oxercising,
drilling, and instructing the men at the great puns,  Lioutenant Fitz.
gerald will turn these duties over to you and return to his former
position at Oraney Island,
Rospectfully,
I'. Forrusy, Jommandant,
Commander R. B, PRURAM,
Virginiu Nary,
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Order of commandant navy yard, Norfolk, to Commander Maury, Virginia
navy, to relieve Commander Pegram in command of Scwell's Point
battery.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK|, May 30, 1861.
Sik: You will proceed to Sewell’s 'oint for duty and relieve Com-
mander Pegram in command of the naval battery at that place,
informing Brigadier-General Huger of this order.
Respectfully,
¥. FORREST.
ommander W, L, MAURY,
Virginia Navy.

Order of commandant navy yard, Norfolk, to Commandcr Pegram, Vir-
ginia navy, to assume command of' Iig Point battery,

NAvy YARrp, GosrorT [NORvoLK|, May 30, 1861,
Sik: You are hereby detached from duty at Sewell’s Point battery,
and you will proceed to Pig Point to take command of the bhattery at
that place, informing Brigadier-General Huger of the change.
Respectfully,
}', FORREST,
Commandant,
Commander R, B. PEGRAM,
Virginia Navy.

Letter from the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va,, (o General Lee,
commanding Virginia forces, reqarding the raising and docking of the
steamer Merrimack.

NoRFKFOLK, VA,, May 10, 1861.
W have the Merrimack up and just pulling her in the dry dock.
I'. ForRrEsT,
Commandant,
(tenernl R, I, LEw,

Orvder of the commandant navy yard, Norvfolk, Vu., to Commander Page,
l:ir'yiniu navy, regarding guns and equipment for Tanner's Creeky Vir-
ginia.

NAvVY YaArp, Gosvorr |[NorRroLK|, May 31, 1861,
S Youwwill be pleased to furnish Commander A, Sinelair with four
32 pounders, 27 cwt., and their curringos for the dofense of Tanner's
Creek,
Respectfully,
I, Forrest,
Commandant,
Oommander R, 1., PAuE,
Assigtant Inspector Ordnance, Navy Yard,

N W R-—VOL h—-—il
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Order of the Ohief of tie Office of Naval Detail and Equipment to Com-
mander Tucker, Virginia navy, regarding 0. 8. 8. Yorktown.

OFFI0E OF NAVAL DETAIL AND EQUIPMENT,
Richmond, Va., June 3, 1861,
Sir: You are hereby appoiated to the command of the steamer York-
town, and, in addition to the other duties intrusted to your charge,
you _viill superintend the preparation and equipwent of that vessel for
service.
By order of Major-General lLee:
Respectfully, ete.,
8. BARRON,
Captain, in Charge,
Oommander JOHN R. TUOKER,
Virginia Navy, Richmond, Va.

Letter from commandant navy yard, Norfolk, to the president of the Albe.
marle and Chcsapeake Uanal Company reqarding the wse of steamer
Roanoke,

SirR: 1 hereby authorize you to dispatch immediately the steamer
Roanoke, under command of Captain A, Sinclair, Virginia navy, to
Nansemond River on important state service, 1 agree to pay for the
services of said steanor from this date to her return and delivery to
you at Norfolk $30 per day, and find everything necessary for her nayv-
igation and return her in good order. In case of loss, or the State
should clect to keep her, the purchase money to be §10,000.

Signed at Virginia navy yard, this 6th day of June, 1861.

F. I'ORREHT,
Commandant,

MARSHAL PARKS,

Presidert Albemarle and Ohesapeake Canal Company, Norfolk.

Cancellation of contract for use of steamcr Roanoke.

The contract for the use of the steamer Roanoke Is hereby canceled
anc. the vessel returned to Mr. Marshal Parks in good condition.
Given under my hand, this 20th June, 1801.
I. FORREST,
Commandant,

Letter from Brigadicr-General IHuger, U, S. Army, to General Lee, com-
manding forces of Virginia, regurding the uscfulness of the steamer
Koanoke in keeping open communication,

HEADQUARTERS T'OROES OF VIRGINIA,
Noxyolk, Va., June 7, 1861,
Sir: The great dificulty of communicating with and sapplying our
batteries on the Nansemond Kiver has retarded the work on them, and
been of serious inconvenience to us, 1 determined to put a small
steamer on the river, and on the night before last OQaptain A. Sinclair
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took the small steamer Roanoke, which Commodore Forrest had char-
tered and put at iny disposal. Oaptain Sinelair ran her in very hand-
somely, without being discovered by the guard boats of the enemy, and
she is now on theriver; and, in connection with the railroad to Suffolk
puts us in easy communication with all the batteries on the Nansemond
River.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

BrNJ. HUGER,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Major-General R. E. LEE,
Commanding Forces of Virginia,

Report of Oaptain Barron, Virginiu navy, to the governor of Virginia,
regarding naval defenses of the rivers of Virginia.

OFFIOE OF NAVAL DETAIL AND EQUIPMENT,
Richmond, June 10, 1861,

S1r: I have the honor to inform your Iixcellency that the important
duty of the naval defenses of the rivers of Virginia was assigned to
the officers of the Virginia navy on the 23d of April last,

A few days previous the magazine at Norfolk, with upward of 300,000
pounds of powder and u large number of shells, was captured by Lieu-
tenants Pegram, Sinclair, and Jones, This daring and unauthorized
attack placed at the disposal of the State an amount of nmmunition it
would he difficult to supply, and, with the cannon taken at the Norfolk
yard, aftorded all tho material needed for the batteries.

The rivers of Virginia being undefended and exposed to attack, it is
due to the naval officors of Virginia to say that they went to work to
defend them with zeal proportionate to the necessities of the case,
Hoeavy caimon were moved to their destination with dispatch, ammau-
nition and projectiles provided, men instructed, and every other prepa-
ration made to repel an opposing force,

In erecting the batteries at Sewell’s Point, at 'ig Point, at Aquia
Urcek, and at Gloucester I’oint they were attacked bK armed steamers.
In each case the onemy were repulsed, and the works continued and
finished in spite of their fire.

The works on the Elizabeth, James, York, and Rappahannock rivers
are 8o far completed as to justify the belief that they will he able to
drive off any naval force that tho U, 8. Government can bring against
them.

On tho Potomac River batteries have been erccted at the torminus
of the Richmond, IFredericksburg and PPotomae Railroad on Aquia
(reek. In their incompleto state they were attacked three times by o
superior force, nnd in each caso Oaptain Lynch repulsed the enemy’s
stoamers with considerable loss. If the attack should be renewed
Oaptain Lynch is now propared to strike s moro serious blow,

The command ot the steamer 7'cusei has been assigned to Lieutonant
Rochelle. Two 32:pounder guns have been placed upon her, and she is
now employed on the defenses of James River,

Oaptain J. R, Tucker is fitting out the steamer Yorktown with as
heavy & battery as she will bear. She will be ready by the 1st of July,
and will be a valuable auxiliary to the defenses of James River,

A howitzer battery of six guns has been organized by l.ioutenant
Parker. Four of the pieces are now mounted. The drill of the men
is perfeot, and this battery will be valuable, whethér employed in the
fleld or in the defeuses of Rtichmond.
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The frigate Merrimack has been raised, and is now in the dry dock at
Norfolk. The other sunken ships will be raised as soon as the dock is
rendy to receive them.

The enclosed list marked A will show the number and caliber of the
cannon at the various batteries, and that marked B th. number and
caliber sent to the other States of the Confederacy.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. BARROK,
Captain.
[Hon. JOHN LETCHER,
Governor of Virginia,|

[Encloaures.)

A.

NAVAL DEFENSES OF VIRUGINIA,

James River.—Captain 1. H, Cocke, commanding officer.
Fort Powhatan, Lieutenant C. 8t. (ienrge Nolaud.

8ix 32-pounders of H1 owt. | Two 32-pounders of 27 owt,

(NOTE,—Two more 32-pounders of 27 owt, und two more 32-pounders of 61 owt. are
to bo sent for this hattery.)

Jamestown Island, Lieutenant ¢}, np R. Jones,

Three #)-inch guna of 9,000 pounds, Nine 8-inch army Columbiads,
8ix 32-pounders of K7 owt. Two 12-pounder srmy guna.

Stonm tug Tearser, Lientenant J. H. Rochelle, Conmsuding.

Two 32-ponnders of 27 owt,

Hteamer Yorktown (prepuring nt Richmond), Commander Johin R, Tucker,

Will mount one 10-inch pivot gunot'12,000 | Will mount six 8-inch broadside guns of
ounds, 03 owt.
Will mount one 61-pounder pivot gun of
108 ewt.

(NoTe.—~Two moro 8-ineh guns san be mounted on this vessel and will be ordored.)

Arrangoments are now being made for mounting sixty guns of dif-
ferent calibers and woights for the defenses of the city of Richmond.
We are now organizing a naval battery of six 12-pounder howitzers,
four of which are now comnpleted. They are preparing under the immme-.
diate superintendence of Licutenant Willinm H, Parker.

York River.—Captain IV, ¢!, N hittle, commandi~g officer,
Went P'oint, Commandoer William Lelgh,
Two -inch guns of 0,00 pounds. [ One d2-poundar of H7 ¢wt.
(NoTr.-=our 32-pounders of 33 cwt, avo to be sent for this hattory.)
Gloucester Point, CCommandor 1", .J. Page,

Eight 9-Inch guns of $,000 pounds. Ono 32-poundoer of 33 owt,
Two 32-pounders of 57 owt. Ono 32-pounder of 27 owt,

(No1E,--Five more 32-pounders of 27 cwt, ure to he vent for this battery.)
Yorktown, Commander.J, I.. Henderaon.

T'wo &inch army Columbinds, | Tour 8-Inch army harhetto guns,
(NoTF,~—T wo more B-inch guns are to be sent for this battery).
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Potomao River.—Captain W, F, Lynch, commanding officer.

Aquia Creek, Captain W, F. Lynch,

T'wo 8-inch guns of 63 cwt. ! One Parrott ritled fieldpiece (Walker’s
company).

Potomac Creek, Lientenant William Taylor Smith.

Two 32-pounders of 27 cwt.

Hill battery (near to tho right of Aquia Creek), Lieutenant Charles C. Simms.

Two 8-inch army ( olumbiads on bharbette carriages.
Simm~s’ Point, near to the left of Aquia :'reek (1nasked battery).
One 8-inch gun of 63 cwt, | Three Parrott ritted fleldpieces.
Potomac ('reek Bridge,Commander R. D. Thorburn.

One 8-inch gun of 63 cwt.
Rappahannock River.—Captain R. G. Robb, commanding officer,

Lowry's Poiut, Lieutenant Henry H. Lewis,

Two 8-inch army Columbiads. | Two 32-pounders of 27 owt.

(Note,—Threa 8-inch guns of 63 owt, have been orderad to be prepared at Nortulk
for the naval defenses ol the Rappahannock.)

Harper's Ferry.—Lieulenant Charles M. Fauntleroy.
Two 3‘.’.-pounders’of 6T owt,
Elizabeth River and vicinity.
Fort Norfolk, Commander A, 8inclair,
Twelve #-inch guna of 8,000 pounds. | Four 32-pounders of 51 owt.
Fort Nelson naval hosplital, Commuander Churles I, McIntosh,

Two 8-inch guna of b ewt, | Five 32-pounders of H1 cwt,
Eight 32-poundors of 57 owt.

Cranoy Island, Commander Willinm MeBlalr,

One 10-inch pivot gun, I 8ix 8-inch guns of 65 owt.
Ten 8-inch guns ot 03 owt, Four 32-pounder guns of il owt.

(NOTE.~Arrangoments have been made for mounting thirty puns in all.)
Bush's Blufl, Boatswain Young, voluunteer.
Five 32-pounder guns of 42 owt,
Pinner's Point, Liontenant (ieorgo W. IHarrison,

Bix 3'.3-!)0“"!‘0!‘3 of b7 ewt, Threo 32-pounders of 42 awt.
Threo 32-pounders Of 1 cwt.

Rowaell's Point, Commander Willinm Lowis Maury.

8ix 9-Ineh guns. Two 32-poundors-of 27 owt,
'Fwo 32-poundors of H7 ewt, I

(NotTr,—Arrangements have been made for monnting not less thun twenty guns.)
Lambert’s Point, Lientenant John 8, Taylor,
Six 32-ponnders of HY owt,
Barrett’s I'oint, Lioutenant .J, Pembroke Jones.

8ix 32-poundoers of b7 cwt,
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Town Point.

(Number and ecaliber of guns not reported. Arrangemeunts have been made for
mounting five guns.)

Pig Point, Commander R. B. Pegram.
Four 8-inch guns of 65 owt. | Four 32-pounders of 42 owt.
Frigate United States, recciving ship, Commander Thomas R. Rootes.
Spar deck, three 9-inch guns of 9,000 I Gun deck, sixteen 32-pounders of 61 cwt.

pounds,

(NoTE.—In addition to preparing this veesel as a school ship for drilling men,
she has been provided with the above armament for the defense of the yard and the
gun park at St. Helena [Va.].)

The frigate Merrimack has been raised, and is now in dry dock at
Norfolk. She is valued, in her present condition, at not less than
$250,000.

Arrangements are now being made for raising the sloops of war
Germantowon and Plymouth.

OFFICE OF NAVAL DETAIL AND EQUIPMENT,
Richmond, Va., June 10, 1861,

B.

Lisl of guns sent from the Norfolk navy yard to North Carolina, Tennessce, Louisiana,
and (ieoryla.

NORTI CCAROLINA,

Two 32-pounders of 42 owt. Ton 32-pounders of 46 cwt.

Four 32-pounders of 27 owt. Ton 8-incli guus ot 63 cwt,

Four 24-pounders of 31 cwt. Twanty 3d2-pounder carronades 17 or 18
Twenty 32-pounders of 61 owt. cewt.

Ten 82-pounders ol HT ewt,
T'otal, 80 guuns,

TENNFESKEF,

Ten $2-pounders of 42 cwt. " Thirty-two 32-pounders of 681 owt,
Total, 42 guns.  Ten 42-pounders of 70 ewt, were also sent trom Richmond,

LOUIBIANA.

Eight 8-inch guns of 63 owt. Fight 32-poundera of 33 ewt.
One 9-iuch gun of 9,000 pounds, Four 32-poundors of 27 cwt.

Total, 21 guna.

GFORGIA,
I'wo 32-poundera of 27 ewt,

Letter from Mujor-General Leey O, S, Army, Commanding Virginia forces,
{o the governor of Virginia, making statement regarding military and
naval preparadion for defense of that State,

[TEADQUARTERS, Richmond, Va,, Juns 15, 1861,

Sir: Agreeably to your request, I submit a statoment of the military
and naval preparation for the defense of Virginia, from the period of
her separation from the U. 8. Government to the date of transfer of
the militury operations of tho Htate to the Oonfederate Government.
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Arrangements were first made for the establishment of batteries to pre-
vent the ascent of our enemy by hostile vessels, As soon as an exam-
ination was made for the selection of sites their construction was begun
und their armament and defense committed to the Virginia navy. Prep-
arations were also begun for receiviny into the service of’ the State vol-
unteer companies, and for organizing, arming, aud equipping them.
Mustering officers were appointed, rendezvous established, and pro-
vision made for their subsistence and shelter. The primary estimate of
the number of troops of all arms required, based upon the points to be
defended, amounted to 51,000 men., The estimated quota of each por-
tion of the State has been furnished, except from the western section.
Arrangements were made for calling out the volunteers from the west-
ern section at the same time and in the same manner as from the
eastern section, but as yet it has been feebly responded to.

‘omplete returns from the troops in the field have not and, from the
nature of things, can not for some time be received; but from the best
source of information within our reach, the number of Virginia troops
is about 35,000. This amount probably falls below the real number, for
referring to the report of the colonel of ordnance, it will be seen éhat
he has issued 2,054 rifies and carbines, and 41,0604 muskets, in addition
to pistols and sabers to'the cavalry, Thirteon thousand arms have also
been issued from Lexington, making a total of 56,668. Seveu thousand
of those from Lexington and several thousand from the arsenal at Rich-
mond have been issued to troops from other States; but as many of the
Virginin companies, supposed to bo about 5,000 men, were armed and
equipped when recoived into the service of the State, should the num-
ber of anarmed companies from other States not differ materially from
tho number of .armed companies of the State, the number of Virginia
troops in the field may bo assumed to be about 40,000, When it is
remembered that this body of men were called from a state of profound
pence to one ol unexpected war, you will have reason to commend the
alacrity with which they left their homes and families and prepared
themselves for the defense of the State. The assembling of men, how-
ever, was not the most diflicult operation., Provision for their instruc-
tion, subsistence, equipment, clothing, shelter, and transportation in
the fleld required more time n»' * * :r, Ammu..uon of every kind had
to bo manufactured, The carriages of the guns ° * viver, land, and
field service had to be made, with the necessary implemcnts, caissons,
battery wagons, ete. Ono hundred and fittcen guns for fiold service
have thus beon provided, from which twenty light batteries of four guns
oach have been furnished, with tho requisite horses, linrness, ete.

FFor the defense of James River, twe batteries and two steamers have
" been provided, mounting, altogether, forty guns, ranging in caliber
from 32-pounders to 8 and 9 inch Columbiads. Arrangemoents are also
in process for mounting sixty gunus, of ~ _rent, weights, on tho defenses
around Richmond, and a naval battery of 6 to 12-pounder howiters is
in process of organization,

On York Rivor threo batteries have been constructed, mounting
thirty guns, of caliber similar to tho guns on James River,

Sites for batteries on tho Potomae have also been sclected, and
arrangoements were in progress for their constrnction, but the -entire
command of that river being in tho possession of the U. S, Govern:
ment, o larger force is required for their security than could be devoted
to that purpose. The batteries at Aquin Creck have ouly been pre-
pared, Twelve guns are in position there,
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On the Rappabannock River a 4-gun battery of 32-pounders and
8.1uch Columbiads has been erected.

Six batteries have been erected on the Elizabeth River, to guard the
approaches to Norfolk and the navy yard. They mount eighty-tive
guns, 32.pounders and 8 and 9-inch Columbiads,

To prevent the ascent of the Nansemond River and the occupation
of the railroad from Nortolk to Richmond, threec batteries have beev
constructed on that river, which will mount nineteen guns.

The trigate United States has been prepared for a school ship, pro-
vided with a deck battery of nineteen guns, 32-pounders aud 9-inch
Columbiads, for harbor defense. The frigate Merrimack has been raised
and 1s in the dry dock, and arrangements are made for raising the Ger-
mantown and Plymouth.

In addition to the batteries described, other works have been con-
structed for their land defense, exceeding in many instances the works
on the battories themselves, Anextensive line of field works has been
erected for the security of Nortolk on the sides toward the bay.
Redoubts for the same purpose have been constructed at Jamestown
Island, (Gloucester Point, Yorktown, and across the neck of land helow
Williamsburg., I have confined myself to a general narration of opera-
tions, and for the details refer you to the reports of several chiefs of
staf,

Very roespecttully, ete.,
R. Ii, LEE,
General, Commanding.
His Fxcellency Joun LETCHER,
Governor of Virginia.

Letter from the Seeretary of' the Navy of the Confederate States, to Gen-
eral Leey, C. S, Army, commanding Virginia forces, reqarding assign-
ment to army duty o’ €. S, S. Teaser,

CONFEDERATE STATES,
Navy Department, Richmond, June 17, 1861.

SIr: Your letter of the 16th instant was this day received.

I undoratand that the Teaser, the steamer reforred to, has been doing
the duty to which you desire to assign her; but orders will this day be
given to her commanding ofticer to report to you forthwith for duty.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. R. MALLORY,
Secretary of the Navy.

Genoral Ropert I, LER,

Ueneraly, Commanding Virginia Forces, Richmond, Vu,

Order from Major-Geneval Lee, €. S, Army, commanding at Richmond,
Va,, to Licutenant Carter, €. S, Navy, commanding C. S, 8. Teaser,
regarding coopcration in defense of James River.

HEADQUARTERS, Richmond, Va., June 18, 1861,
Si1r: 1t is desired that the O. S, steam tender Teaser shall unite with
the batteries at Jamestown Island in defense of James River, and ho
employed in obtaining intelligence of the movemonuts of hostile vessely
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and the landing of troops on either side of the river. It is important
that you particularly watch the landings in the vicinity of (irove
wharf, on the left bank, and Stone House wharl, on the right bank,
below Jamestown, and endeavor to give notice to the troops on either
bank. A body of infantry guard the former point, and a troop of
cavalry commanded by Oaptain Ruflin, patrol the country about Bur-
well's Bay to convey intelligence to the troops at Suffolk. It is sug-
gested that you establish a system of signals as & means of communi-
cation with the troops, and take every precaution not to jeopardize the
safety of your boat by proceeding too far beyond the protection of the
guus of the batteries. You will report to the commanding officer of
Jamestown Island, to whom a copy of your orders will be sent.

Respecttully, ete,,

R. B. LEE,
Ueneral, Uommandiny.
Lieutenant R. . CARTER,
Commanding C. N, Steam Tender Teaser.

Letter from the governor of Virginia to the Virginia State convention,
encloging list of vessels employed by that State,

EXEcUTIVE DEPARTMENT, June 24, 1861.
GENTLEMEN OF THE CONVENTION: The report of Captain Barron,
horowith transmitted, will furninh the information called for by your
resolution, adopted this day.
Respecttully,
JOHN LrTonkR.
[ Faelosure. )

List of resacls employed by the State of' 'trginia.

OFFIOE OF ORDERS AND DETAIL, June 24, 1861,
Steamer Virginie, Rappahannock River; componsation, $2,000 per
month and cost of' coal, provisgions, and repairs,
Steamer Logan, York River; compensation, $2,000 per month and
cost of’ coul, provisions, and repairs,
Steamer Yorktown, Richmond, Va., seized; fitting out as a vessel of
wir to carry 8 guns,
Steamer Jamestown, Richmond, Va,, seized.
Steam tug Teager, purchased; mounts two light 32.pounder guns;
employed on James River, Jamestown Island,
Steamer Northampton, purchased for %-£5,000; James River,
Steamer George Page, seized at Alexandrin; al. Aquia Creek.
Steawmer Fmpire, at Norfolk; terms of charter not reported,
8. BArRRON,
Uaptain, in Charye. .

Order of the commandant narvy yard, Novfolk, Va., to Mr. 1. Herlert,
regarding the obstructing of the channel of the Klizabeth River, Vir-
ginia,

NAvY YArn, Gosvort [NorRvor.K|, June 24, 1861,

S1rk: Youare hereby authorized to take in charge the work to obstruct.
the channel below, and to colleet the requisite numbers of men and
amount of material, ete., to eftect tho same.
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The executive ofticer of this yard will give you every facility in his
power. A part of the work is in charge of Boatswain Smith,
Respectfully,
F. FORREST,
Commandant.
Mr. H. HERBERY,
Master Mason, Navy Yard, Gosport.

Order of the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Vu., to Commander Fuir-
Jax, 0. 8. Navy, regarding the replacing of guns in the batteries of the
yard."

NAvy YARD, GosporT [NORFOLK], June 24, 1861,

Sir: The commodore directs me to say to you that he wishes at once
to replace the guns in the yurd batteries, together with all proper muni-
tions, cte. He lenves the selection of' the guns to yourselfy but no timne
is to be lost.

Yours, ete., T, T. HUNTER,
For Commandant.
Commander A, B. FAIRFAX,
Inspeotor of Ordnance,

Order of commandant nacy yard, Novfolk, Va., to Gommander Hunter,
U, S. Navy, to report to Brigadier-General Huger, O, S, Army, ar
bearer of flug of truce.

NAVY YARD, Gogrort [NORFOLK|, June 24, 1861,

Sir: You will report to Brigadier-General Benjamin Huger for the
purpose of hearing u flag of truece to IFortress Monroe, 'T'he steamer
Empire will bo detailed for that duty,

1 am, respectiully, your obedient servant,
I', I'orrEst,
Commandant.
Uommander T, T ITuNTER,
(. S, Navoy,

Order of the commandant navy yard, Novfolk, Vu,, to Licutenant Poin-
dexter, (). N, Navy, to report to Brigadier- (lc!ncrui Hugery, C0 N Army,
as bearer of flag of truce,

NAvVY Yanrn, Gogronrr [NORVOLK], June 29, 1861,
Sir: You will report to Goneral Hugor as bearer of o tlag of iruce
to the commanding naval ofiicer oft I'ortross Monroe,
You will inform General Huger that the stenmor Kmpire is placed at
hiy command for this service,
Respectfully, I'. Forrekstr,
Oommandunt,
Lioutenant (). B. POXNDEXTRER,
0. 5. Nary.
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Order from Major-General Lee, O, 8. Army, commanding at Riochmond
V., to Captain Hollins, C. S. Navy, to assume command of the naval
defenses on James River.

ATLANTIC BLOOKADING SQUADRON.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE FOROES,
Richmond, Va., July 10, 1861,
OAPTAIN: A copy of the order assigning you to the charge of naval
defenses of James River is herewith enclosed. Youare desired to push
“forward the armamecnts as fast as practicable, and to continue the
examination of the river from Day’s Point to Mulberry Point, with
a view of ascertaining the best method of commanding its navigation.
You are requested to report upon the advantage of establishing bat-
teries at Mulberry Point and the point opposite, and of interrupting
the Swash Ohannel hy loaded rafts or boats. Should batteries at Mul-
berry Point and the point opposite be considered advantageous, you
willstate your opinion as to the propriety of establishing there the guns
now mounted at Fort Powhatan, You will take under your superin-
tendence the general naval defenses of the river and the service of the
battories.

Respectfully, etc., R. E. LEF,
General, Commanding,
Oaptuin GEORGE N, HoOLLINg,

In Oharge Naval Defenses, James River.

[Fuclosure. ]

SprrOIAL ORDERS, HFADQUARTERS OF THE FORUES,
No. 217, } Richmond, Va,, July 10, 1861,
] L] * * L} » »

V1. Oaptain GGeorge N, Holling, O. 8. Navy, having been detailed by
tho Secrotary of tho. Navy to take chargo of the naval defenses of James
River, is assigned to that duty.

L L] » " » L] L ]

By order of General Lee:

Gro, DEAS,
Asgistant Adjutant-General,

Order of the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to Midshipman
MeDaniel, 0. 8. Navy, regarding guns and cquipment for Oedar Point
hattery, on Nangemond River, Virginia.

NAvVY YAwrb, Gowrort [Nonvorx], July 12, 1861,

Sim: You will take charge and deliver at Suflolk, Va., to Doputy
Quartermaster urt, for Oodar Point battory on Nansemond River,
the following ordnance and ordnance stores:

2 32.-ponnders, BT owt,; 1 8-inch gun, 63
ewt,

3 breochings, 9 tackles, 3 aponges.

8 rammers, 2 ladles, 1 uorn.!)er.

1 worm, 3 passing f.)oxeﬂ,: primer boxes
&nd Mlt-s.

4 thumbstalls, 3 sots looks, lights, and
fprons,

3 priming wires, 3 horing bitts, 3 tom-
pions,

Respectfully,
Midshipman II, O. MODANIEL.

38 8-inoh grommot wads, 100 32-pounder
grommet wads,

256 32-pounder round shot.

26 32-pounder hard wads,

10 atands 10-inch grapo shot.

26 standa 32-inch grape shot.
160 churges of powder,
200 aannon primors.

40 8-inch loaded shell,

10 8-inch canister.

I, FORREST,
Oommandant,
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Letter /wm Commander W hittle, O, S, Nary, commanding naval defenses
on York River, to Oaptain Ingraham, O. S. Navy, regarding the transfer
of" guns and equipment from Gloucester Point to Yorktown, Va,

WeEsT PoINT, YORK RIVER, July 12, 1861,

OAPTAIN: Iinclose herewith the w eekly report.® of (Jmnnmndu Page,
in command of the uaval battery at Gloueester Point. To the remarks
aunexed to that report I beg leave to eall your prompt attention, and
through you, the particulur attention ot the Secretary of the Nuvy. It
appears from the report of Commander I'age that two I4-inch shell
guns sent to this (his) battery have been sent to Yorktown by order of
Brigadier-General Magruder, with equipment and ten live shells, since
last report. This is the first knowledge 1 have had ot this transaction,
and I desire to be furnished, at the carliest convenienco of the Depart-
ment with clear and explicit instructions on this point. If the com.
manding military ofllcer on the peninsula is authorized to remove,
without any consultation whatever with me, guns from naval batteries
which have been placed under my orders by both the highest military
and naval authority, my position heroas commanding tho naval detenses
on York River is a delusion and a farce,

I am sir, respectfully your obedient servant,
W, (‘ WHITTLE
Commanding Naval Defenses on York Iéwer.

Captain D, N, INGRAIIAM,
In Oharge Oflice of Ordnance and Hydrography,
Nuavy Department, Richmond,

Order of' the Scervetary of the Navy to Commander Tucker, ¢'. S. Navy,
commanding O. S. N, Paiviek Henry, to proceed on an active eruise.

CONFEDERATE STATES,
Navy Depavtment, Richmond, July 13, 1861,

Sir: [t i deomed important that tho steamer I’ahml. ]Ionn/, under
your command, shall leave James Rivor at tho eavliest practicablo
moment and nmku an active eruise at sea ngainst (he cnemy,

The Dopartment is unwilling by any instructions to Hmit your dis.
crotion as to the time and manner of running the bloekade, your eruising
ground, or your return, conflding, as it. docs, in your good judgment;
but it in ovident that ),'om- succons will ho greatly promoted by your
eacape from the viver without the encmy’s knowledge.

Should & doubt at. any timo arise as to tho course to be pursned, it
may bo solved by the consideration that, in aceordance with the rules
of Christian wmlum, you are to inflict upon the enemy the grentest
injury in the shortest time,

It is believed that tho speed of the Patriek IHenry is greator than
that of any of the ships of the United States, and that her battery will
enablo her to ongage such vossels ag the Harriet Lane and the char-
tered stenmors of' the enemy’s Navy genorally, thus nmndmg you the
meanus of ceacaping trom his first-cliss ships nnd of enpturing thosoe of
the second class,  “I'ho possession of ono of the enemy’s ernisors of this
class, with hor signal book, might enable you to eapture some of his
heavier quHuIH.

.t ———— — . - . - e mm———— e . [

* Not found.
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Steam propellers are important io us, us are all orduance and 1wilitary
stores; and captures of this elass you will endeavor to send safely into
port.

Should you find it impracticablo to leave the river, you will cooperate
with the military forees against the enciny, keeping wateh by duy and
night upon his movements, asttacking and annoying him to the utmost
of your power.

Should circumstancos rendor it important to land your crew to coop-
erate with the land forces, you will sceure your ship under the guns of
the Jumestown battery, keoping her reudy for instant service.

You will impress upon your oflicers the importance of establishing
and maintaining good discipline, and of inciting every man to do his
duty; and you will specinlly report to the Department the name, place
of birth, nge, character, and qualifications of every man under your
commund, whoss good conduct, particularly in nction, or in moments of
peril or oxcitoment may merit your commendation,

You will keep this Department advised of your movements, nnd you
will endeavor to provent all publicatious thereof, not unthorized by
yourself, as tending to deleat your objects..

With my best wishes for yourself and your commaud, I am, respect:
tully, your obedient servant,

8. R. MALLORY,
Seoretary of the Nany.

Qommander JoaN R, TUUKER,

Commanding 0. 8, S. Patrick Henry, Rivhmond, Va.
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